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STATE OF MICHIGAN

GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS MARLON |. BROWN, DPA
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

MICHIGAN BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK
MEETING

JANUARY 27, 2026
APPROVED MINUTES
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan Board

of Social Work met on January 27, 2026, at 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level
Conference Room 4, Lansing, Michigan 48933.

CALL TO ORDER

Julian Diaz, LMSW, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.
ROLL CALL

Members Present: Julian Diaz, LMSW, Chairperson
Danielle Hoover, LMSW, QIDP, Vice-Chairperson
Maria Beam, PhD, LMSW
Waverly Henkel, Public Member
Maxine Thome, PhD, LMSW, MPH

Members Absent: China Sells, Public Member
Lauren VanKeulen, LMSW

Staff Present: Marshall Hooks, Senior Analyst, Compliance Section
LeAnn Payne, Board Support Technician,
Section Boards and Committees
Steven Sundeen, JD, Departmental Specialist, Boards and
Committees Section

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION by Thome, seconded by Hoover, to approve the agenda, as presented.
A voice vote followed.

MOTION PREVAILED
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MOTION by Thome, seconded by Beam, to approve the November 25, 2025, minutes, as
presented.

A voice vote followed.
MOTION PREVAILED
REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS

Proposal for Decision/Petition for Reinstatement
Shadi Nabil Restum, LLMSW

MOTION by Thome, seconded by Hoover, to discuss.
A voice vote was taken.

MOTION PREVAILED

Discussion was held.

MOTION by Henkel, seconded by Hoover, to accept the Proposal for Decision and deny the
Petition for Reinstatement.

A roll call vote followed:  Yeas: Beam, Hoover, Henkel, Thome, Diaz
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED
OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Petition for Continuing Education Waiver
Rachael Baker, LMSW

MOTION by Hoover, seconded by Beam, to grant the Petition for Continuing Education
Waiver.

A roll call vote followed: Yeas: Beam, Hoover, Henkel, Thome, Diaz
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED

Elections
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Sundeen ran the elections for chairperson and vice chairperson.
MOTION by Hoover, seconded by Beam, to re-elect Diaz, as chairperson.

A roll call vote followed: Yeas: Beam, Hoover, Henkel, Thome, Diaz
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED
MOTION by Diaz, seconded by Beam, to re-elect Hoover as vice chairperson.

A roll call vote followed: Yeas: Beam, Hoover, Henkel, Thome, Diaz
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED

Committee Assignments
DSC: Beam, Hoover, Jones, Sells, Thome, Henkel (Chair)
Board Review Panel: Diaz, Beam, VanKeulen
Rules: Diaz, Henkel, Thome

Master Resolution Review

Sundeen reviewed the Master Resolution with the board.

No changes were made.

HPRP Annual Report

Sundeen provided a brief overview of the program and presented the HPRP Executive
Summary for October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.

Conflict of Interest Form
Sundeen helped the members with completion of the Disclosure of Interest Form (C-46).
Credentials Verification

Sundeen stated that to keep correct records, the department asked that the members verify
their credentials.

Resolutions

Diaz thanked and a signed a Resolution for Vrsek and Weipert for their hard work and
dedication to the Board of Social Work.
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Chairperson Report

Diaz asked the board to let him know if anyone was interested in sitting in on compliance
conferences.

Department Update
Sundeen reminded the board to check their state email regularly.

Payne informed the board that the next new member board training course is March 11,
2026, at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom. All members are welcome to attend.

PUBLIC COMMENT.

Shelley Ovink, representative for NASW Chapter Ethics Committee, introduced herself to
the board and stated that this committee would like to work closer with the state licensing
board. They will have representatives at future board meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 24, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. at 611 West Ottawa
Street, Upper-Level Conference Center Room 4, Lansing, Michigan 48933.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Thome, seconded by Hoover, to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 a.m.
A voice vote followed.

MOTION PREVAILED

Minutes approved by the board on July 28, 2026.

Prepared by:

LeAnn Payne, Board Support Technician
Bureau of Professional Licensing January 29, 2026



