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APPROVED MEETING MINUTES

In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act No. 267 of 1976, as amended, the 
Michigan Board of Examiners in Mortuary Science met on April 9, 2025, at the Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau. 
The board meeting was called to order by Chairperson Brian Joseph at 10:02 a.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:  Brian Joseph Professional Member  
Richard Bowerman II Professional Member 
Vern Pixley Professional Member  
India Ramsey Professional Member 
Lindsey Jonkhoff Rogers Professional Member 
Charlotte Goutimy Public Member 
Stephen Lang Public Member 
Denise McPherson-Pratt Public Member

Absent:  Mark Evely Professional Member

Staff: Michele Wagner-Gutkowski Assistant Attorney General 
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Regulatory Compliance Director 
Legislative Analyst 
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It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Rogers to approve the agenda 
as presented. The motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 2, 2024 

MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Rogers and supported by Mr. Bowerman to approve the 
minutes as written from the meeting held October 2, 2024. The motion was carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

One individual addressed the Board.  

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

CHAIRPERSON
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

One individual addressed the Board. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

CHAIRPERSON 

MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Goutimy to nominate and elect 
Mr. Brian Joseph as the Chairperson of the Michigan Board of Examiners in 
Mortuary Science. The motion carried by roll call vote. 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Ms. Ramsey to nominate and 
elect Mr. Vern Pixley as the Vice Chairperson of the Michigan Board of 
Examiners in Mortuary Science. The motion carried by roll call vote. 

REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 

STIPULATIONS 

CLOCK FUNERAL HOME, INC. AND DALE R. CLOCK 

MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Mr. Lang to accept the Stipulation 
as prepared. The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

SKORUPSKI FAMILY FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES AND SPENCER 
ALLEN SKORUPSKI 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Ms. Rogers to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman had recused himself from voting. The 
motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote. 

SKORUPSKI FAMILY FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES AND TYLER 
WALTON 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Ramsey to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman had recused himself from voting. The 
motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

GENISSE MCFALL-COOK 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bowerman and supported by Ms. Goutimy to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Brian Joseph had recused himself from voting. The 
motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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CLARK FAMILY FUNERAL CHAPEL & CREMATION SERVICES AND DANE K. 
CLARK 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Rogers to accept the Stipulation 

as prepared. Rick Bowerman had recused himself from voting. The motion carried 
by unanimous roll call vote.  

FORD FUNERAL HOME, INC. AND GEORGE S. RAFAIDUS, JR.  
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Rogers and supported by Ms. Ramsey to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Vern Pixley had recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

MERCY FUNERAL HOME, LLC AND IMAN NUMAN 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Ramsey and supported by Mr. Bowerman to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

KERRY PALMER  
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. McPherson-Pratt and supported by Mr. Pixley to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. India Ramsey recused herself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

FOSTNAUGHT-HOLDSHIP FUNERAL HOME AND MARK R. HOLDSHIP 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Mr. Bowerman to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Brian Joseph recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

PAUL E. MAYHEW FUNERAL HOME, INC. AND PAUL E. MAYHEW  
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Ramsey and supported by Mr. Lang to accept the Stipulation 

as prepared. Brian Joseph recused himself from voting. The motion carried by 
unanimous roll call vote.  
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WHITLEY MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME, INC. AND MICHAEL THOMAS SCOTT, 
JR. 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Ramsey to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

PARADISE CHAPEL HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC. AND MARSHA DICKERSON 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Ms. Rogers to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

HUDSON FUNERAL SERVICE, INC. AND DUSTIN EDWARD MUMFORD 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Ramsey and supported by Mr. Pixley to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

WHITLEY MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME, INC. AND MICHAEL THOMAS SCOTT, 
JR.  
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Pixley and supported by Ms. Ramsey to accept the 
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MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Ms. Rogers to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman recused himself from voting. The motion 
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MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Ramsey and supported by Mr. Pixley to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Rick Bowerman recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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GAYLORD COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE AND 
JOSEPH ALAN MESSENGER  
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Goutimy and supported by Ms. Ramsey to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Brian Joseph recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

BUTLER FUNERAL HOME LLC AND ANTHONY CHARLES BUTLER 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bowerman and supported by Ms. Rogers to accept the 

Stipulation as prepared. Vern Pixley recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES
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Stipulation as prepared. Vern Pixley recused himself from voting. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

The Bureau's Legislative Analyst, Mitchell Page, provided the Board with a brief update on the 
ruleset, 2023-17 LR. He updated the Board that the ruleset was submitted to the Joint Committee 
on Administrative Rules (JCAR) in September of 2024, and that due to the legislature not 
convening for the required 15 session days to meet this rule requirement before December 31, 
2024, the ruleset had to be resubmitted in the new 2025 session and has thus far only accrued 12 
out of 15 session days. 

He updated them that following the session day accrual, the ruleset will be sent to the Great Seal 
and should then likely be certified in advance of the October 2025 effective date for the continuing 
education requirements newly established under the 2020 law. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FROM BOARD OR DEPARTMENT 

The Bureau's Division Director, Benjamin Parker, provided the Board with an update on the Red 
Tape Report. The Department is working with the exam vendor to update exam information. The 
Department is currently working on a Citation Program, with a target date of June 2, 2025. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Michigan Board of Examiners in Mortuary Science 
will be held on October 8, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be brought before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 10:41 a.m. 

Minutes approved by the Board on October 8, 2025. 

Prepared by: 
Stefanie Barr, Board Support 
Corporations, Securities, and Commercial Licensing Bureau 
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