
HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY THE 
 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
 
 Held: Tuesday, August 5, 2025 
  Lansing District Office 
  525 W Allegan Street 
  Lansing MI 48933 
  (Video hearing via Zoom) 
  
 Present: Kristin Beltzer, Chair 
  Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 
  Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Commissioner 
   
 Absent: None
 ______________________________________ 
 
Chair Beltzer called the hearings to order at 1:03 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 
1. Moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by Chairman Beltzer, that the 

minutes of the Lansing Appeal Hearings of July 29, 2025, be approved as 
written and presented, motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
2. Wander in Manistee, LLC, 91 Arthur Street, Manistee, Manistee County 

Request ID# 2502-01461 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for Wander in Manistee, LLC, Request 
ID# 2502-01461. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals 
Office, Attorney Seth Tompkins with member Bridget Van Derhoff, appeared on 
behalf of the applicant. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Tompkins and Ms. VanDerhoff offered 
comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, Commissioner 
Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission Order of Denial 
dated June 26, 2025, and to remand the matter back to the Enforcement 
Division, as set forth in the Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood 
supported, and the motion was carried by unanimous vote. 
 

3. Puerto Vallarta Mexican Grill and Bar LLC, 292 W Western Avenue, Unit 103, 
Muskegon, Muskegon County   Request ID# 2502-01609 

 
The licensing hearing was conducted for Puerto Vallarta Mexican Grill and Bar 
LLC, Request ID# 2502-01609. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the 
Attorney Generals Office, Attorney Michael Brown with member Martin Bernal 
de la Paz, appeared on behalf of the applicant. Also present was translator 
Sandra Caballero.  Ms. Leonard, Mr. Brown, Mr. de la Paz and Ms. Caballero  
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offered comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, 
Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission 
Order of Denial dated June 17, 2025, and to approve the request for a new 
Class C license, as set forth in the Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner 
Hopgood supported, and the motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

 
 

With no further business, moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by 
Commissioner Hopgood, that the hearings be adjourned at 1:30 p.m., motion 
carried by unanimous vote.  
 
 
 
 

 
Kristin Beltzer 
Chair 



HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY THE 
 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
 
 Held: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 
  Lansing District Office 
  525 W Allegan Street 
  Lansing MI 48933 
  (Video hearing via Zoom) 
  
 Present: Kristin Beltzer, Chair 
  Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 
  Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Commissioner 
   
 Absent: None
 ______________________________________ 
 
Chair Beltzer called the hearings to order at 1:02 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 
1. Moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by Chairman Beltzer, that the 

minutes of the Lansing Appeal Hearings of August 5, 2025, be approved as written 
and presented, motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
2. Club Toxic LLC, 18300 W 7 Mile Road, Detroit, Wayne County   
 Complaint Nos: CV-515574, CV-516655 and CV-517189 
 

The Violation hearing was conducted for Club Toxic LLC, Complaint Nos: CV-
515574, CV-516655 and CV-517189. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the 
Attorney Generals Office, Attorney Steven Grobbel with member Melinda Jackson, 
appeared on behalf of the applicant. Also present were MLCC Inv. Molly Blessing, 
Detroit Police Department Lt. Andre Brooks, Sgt. Elen Brow and Officer Blake 
Navarre. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Grobbel, Ms. Jackson and Lt. Brooks offered comments 
regarding this case. After discussion on the record, Chair Beltzer advised that it is 
her opinion that the Hearing Commissioner did not err in the Findings of Facts or 
the Conclusions of Law in the matter of Complaint Nos: CV-515574, CV-516655 
and CV-517189.  Commissioner Olshove made a motion to affirm the Violation 
Order of Hearing Commissioner Edward Toma, dated June 9, 2025, as set forth in 
the Violation Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion 
was carried by unanimous vote. 

 
3. EMML, LLC, 37701 W 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Oakland County  
 Request ID# 2506-07171 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for EMML, LLC, Request ID# 2506-07171. 
Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office,  
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Attorney/Applicant Michael Langnas with member Edward Mucynski Jr., appeared 
on behalf of the applicant. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Langnas and Mr. Mucynski Jr. offered 
comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, Commissioner 
Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission Order of Denial dated 
July 29, 2025, and to approve the request for a Conditional license in conjunction 
with the request to transfer ownership of 2025 Specially Designated Distributor and 
Specially Designated Merchant licenses from Discount Drinks Investment, LLC, as 
set forth in the Licensing Appeal Order.   
 

4. Joe S. Barbat, 415 Clifford Street, Detroit, Wayne County     Request ID# 815933 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for Joe S. Barbat, Request ID# 815933. 
Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, Attorney 
Jessica Parker with licensee Joe S. Barbat, appeared on behalf of the applicant. 
Also present was Attorney Randal Toma. Ms. Leonard, Ms. Parker and Mr.  Toma 
offered comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, 
Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission Order 
of Denial dated April 1, 2025, and to approve the request for an extension of 
escrow beyond five (5) years, as set forth in the Licensing Appeal Order.  
Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion was carried by unanimous 
vote. 

 
 

With no further business, moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by 
Commissioner Hopgood, that the hearings be adjourned at 2:09 p.m., motion 
carried by unanimous vote.  

 
 
 

 
Kristin Beltzer 
Chair 



HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY THE 
 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
 
 Held: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 
  Lansing District Office  
  525 W Allegan Street 
  Lansing MI 48933 
  (Video hearing via Zoom) 
  
 Present: Kristin Beltzer, Chair 
  Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 
  Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Commissioner 
   
 Absent: None
 ______________________________________ 
 
Chair Beltzer called the hearings to order at 1:08 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 
1. Moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by Commissioner Hopgood, that 

the minutes of the Lansing Appeal Hearings of August 12, 2025, be approved 
as written and presented, motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
2. NPBC Detroit, LLC, 644-666 Selden Street, Unit 2, Detroit, Wayne County  
 Request ID# 2502-02017 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for NPBC Detroit, LLC, Request ID# 2502-
02017. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, 
Attorney J. Patrick Howe with member John Carlson, appeared on behalf of the 
applicant. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Howe and Mr. Carlson offered comments regarding 
this case.  After discussion on the record, Commissioner Olshove made a 
motion to table the matter to a hearing on a future date, as set forth in the 
Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion 
was carried by unanimous vote. 
 

3. Blauvelt’s, Inc., 4520 W Columbia Road, Mason, Aurelius Township, Ingham 
County  Request ID# 2408-10440 

 
The licensing hearing was conducted for Blauvelt’s, Inc., Request ID# 2408-
10440, which was tabled on November 19, 2024. Melinda Leonard appeared 
on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office and stockholder Jamie Robinson, 
appeared on behalf of the applicant. Also present was store manager Melody 
Bennett. Ms. Leonard, Ms. Robinson and Ms. Leonard offered comments 
regarding this case. After discussion on the record, Commissioner Olshove 
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made a motion to reverse the previous Commission Order of Denial dated 
October 3, 2024 and approve the request for a new Class C license, as set forth 
in the Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

 
4. Upfront Beverages, Inc., 203 S Front Street, Marquette, Marquette County 
 Request ID# 675168 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for Upfront Beverages, Inc., Request ID# 
675168. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office 
and stockholder Hayley Mussman, appeared on behalf of the applicant. Also 
present was realtor Glen Tolksdorf.  Ms. Leonard, Ms. Mussman and Mr. 
Tolksdorf offered comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, 
Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission 
Order of Denial dated March 27, 2025, and to approve the request for an 
extension of escrow beyond five (5) years, as set forth in the Licensing Appeal 
Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion was carried by 
unanimous vote. 
 

5. JJA Company LLC, 16509 Plymouth Road, Detroit, Wayne County   
 Request ID# 2505-06088 
 

The church hearing was conducted for JJA Company LLC, Request ID# 2505-
06088.  Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, 
member Jesse Alexander with Attorney/Consultant Glenn Williams, appeared 
on behalf of the applicant.  Present for the objecting party of Bibleway Church 
of God in Christ were Reverend Herbert Singleton and Director Willie Singleton. 
Ms. Leonard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Alexander, Reverend Singleton and Director 
Singleton offered comments regarding this case.  After discussion on the record, 
Chair Beltzer advised the findings of the Commission are that the Bibleway 
Church of God in Chirst has filed a proper objection to the granting of the 
license, that the applicant had the burden of proceeding, and that the applicant 
had to show by competent, material and substantial evidence that issuance of 
the license would not adversely affect the normal operation of the church.  
Commissioner Olshove made a motion that the applicant has demonstrated that 
a waiver of MCL 436.1503 would NOT adversely impact the normal operation 
of the church, and that the application should proceed with no impediment. 
Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion was carried by unanimous 
vote. 
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With no further business, moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by 
Commissioner Hopgood, that the hearings be adjourned at 2:44 p.m., motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 

 
Kristin Beltzer 
Chair 



HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY THE 
 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
 
 Held: Tuesday, August 26, 2025 
  Lansing District Office  
  525 W Allegan Street 
  Lansing MI 48933 
  (Video hearing via Zoom) 
  
 Present: Kristin Beltzer, Chair 
  Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 
  Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Commissioner 
   
 Absent: None
 ______________________________________ 
 
Chair Beltzer called the hearings to order at 1:05 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 
1. Moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by Commissioner Hopgood, that the 

minutes of the Lansing Appeal Hearings of August 19, 2025, be approved as 
written and presented, motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 
2. Reed 419-29, LLC, 17139 Schaefer Highway, Detroit, Wayne County 
 Compliant # CV-515156 
 

The violation hearings were conducted for Reed 419-29, LLC, Compliant # CV-
515156. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, 
Attorney James Rasor with member Dennis Reed, appeared on behalf of the 
applicant. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Rasor and Mr. Reed offered comments regarding this 
case. After discussion on the record, Commissioner Olshove made a motion to 
affirm the previous Violation Hearing Order of Commissioner Lee Gonzales dated 
June 16, 2025, as set forth in the Violation Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood 
supported, and the motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

 
3. S and G Stores LLC, 18854 Northline Road, Southgate Wayne County 
 Request ID# 2507-08797 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for S and G Stores LLC, Request ID# 2507-
08797. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, 
Attorney Randal Toma with member Dan Ridi, appeared on behalf of the applicant. 
Also present was Richard Van Meter, Vice President of Operations. Ms. Leonard, 
Mr. Toma, and Mr. Van Meter offered comments regarding this case. After 
discussion on the record, Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the 
previous Commission Order of Denial dated August 14, 2025 and to approve the 
request for a Conditional License in conjunction with the request to transfer 
ownership of 2025 Specially Designated Distributor and Specially Designated  
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Merchant licenses from Soueidan Gas & Mini Mart Inc., as set forth in the Licensing 
Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion was carried by 
unanimous vote. 

 
4. Zap Zone XL Ltd., 6780 S Westnedge Avenue, Portage, Kalamazoo County 
 Request ID# 2503-02671 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for Zap Zone XL Ltd., Request ID# 2503-
02671. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the Attorney Generals Office, 
Attorney Mike Brown with stockholders Mohamed Hafez, Mujahid Qatum and 
Craig Goschka, appeared on behalf of the applicant. Ms. Leonard, Mr. Brown, Mr. 
Hafez and Mr. Qatum offered comments regarding this case. After discussion on 
the record, Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous 
Commission Order of Denial dated August 5, 2025 and to approve the request to 
transfer ownership of escrowed 2025 Class C and Specially Designated Merchant 
licenses from Michigan Department of Treasury and transfer location, as set forth 
in the Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, and the motion 
was carried by unanimous vote. 

 
5. Michigan Citizens for Island Orphans, Inc., 25800 Northwestern Highway, Suite 

100, Southfield, Wayne County  Request ID# 2507-08973 
 

The licensing hearing was conducted for Michigan Citizens for Island Orphans, 
Inc., Request ID# 2507-08973. Melinda Leonard appeared on behalf of the 
Attorney Generals Office, Attorney Seth Tompkins with Ronald Lederman, officer 
in the non-profit, appeared on behalf of the applicant. Ms. Leonard and Mr. 
Tompkins offered comments regarding this case. After discussion on the record, 
Commissioner Olshove made a motion to reverse the previous Commission Order 
of Denial dated August 19, 2025 and to approve the request for a Special License, 
as set forth in the Licensing Appeal Order.  Commissioner Hopgood supported, 
and the motion was carried by unanimous vote. 
 

 
With no further business, moved by Commissioner Olshove, supported by 
Commissioner Hopgood, that the hearings be adjourned at 2:25 p.m., motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
 

 
 

 
Kristin Beltzer, Chair 
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