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STATE OF MICHIGAN
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION

SEMI-ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING

Proceedings had in the above-entitled
case before Chair Kristin Beltzer,
Commissioner Dennis Olshove,
Commissioner Hoon Yung Hopgood,
Commissioner Edward Toma, held at the
Southfield District Office of the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission
Michigan, 25680 West Eight Mile,
Southfield, Michigan, on Thursday, March

19, 2026.
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Southfield, Michigan

March 19, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

CHAIR BELTZER: Good morning everyone. I
want to welcome you to the Thursday, March 19, 2026
Semi-Annual Public Hearing of the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission. I'm Commissioner Beltzer. Joining
me this morning is Commissioner Toma, Commissioner
Hopgood and Commissioner Olshove. Commissioner
Gonzales is absent this morning with notice; he's under
the whether.

The Michigan Liquor Control Commission would
like to obviously welcome you to our semi-annual. Good
to have you here in Southfield with us. We are
required by Section 214(2), Act 58 have the Public Acts
of 1998 to hold this meeting. It's being held to
provide a public forum for sharing your thoughts and
comments with the MLCC and we thank you for taking the
time to be here with us.

This public hearing is being transcribed by
our hearing reporter, Renette, so please state your
name and your organization when speaking at the podium.
As always, 1f you have any questions for us and the
members of our team, we stand ready to help you. We
have quite a few inquiries from people as of late, too,

just checking in and asking gquestions. We have
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resources on our website that are available to you as
well, so a lot of opportunities to connect with the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

We're going to start this, like we have in
the last couple of years, with the public, to allow you
an opportunity to come up and share with us. We got
quite a few cards of people who do not want to speak
this morning; appreciate you putting those cards in,
appreciate you coming down. If you've come down from
different parts of the state, we appreciate the
opportunity to have you with us.

I will start this morning with Eric Vanderlay
with Urbanrest Brewing Company, LLC.

Eric, if you would come up to the podium;
nice to have you with us. We have a three-minute
comment, so you're welcome to come on up and share with
the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

Dave, did I fail to talk a little bit about
the recording, too much? Did I say that?

MR. MARVIN: You said it.

CHAIR BELTZER: Okay.

Good morning.

MR. VANDERELAY: Good morning Commissioners.
My name is Eric Vanderlay. I'm here today representing

the protected class of citizens that the Commission has
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failed to protect in your duty to provide strict
enforcement of the Michigan Liquor Control Code.

I want to stop and address each Commissioner
individually. Commissioner Toma, you've failed in your
duty.

Commissioner Hopgood, you've failed in your
duty.

Chair Beltzer, you've failed in your duty.

CHAIR BELTZER: Can I ask you to speak up
just a little bit?

MR. VANDERLAY: Commissioner Olshove, you
have failed in your duty.

Rule 12 promulgated by this Commission years
ago places duties upon the Commission and licensees.
First, the licensees are prohibited from engaging in
any regulated activities under the code when they are
in not good standing with the corporations division. I
believe there are over 700 companies that are in
violation. One of those companies is Thomas Magee's, a
sports bar in the City of Detroit, I was there on St.
Patty's Day, they sold over 200 alcoholic beverages
when in violation of this code. I reached out to the
Commission on multiple occasions and the Commission has
turned a blind eye.

Secondly and most importantly, the rule
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prohibits the Commission from issuing any liquor
licenses or permits to companies that are not in good
standing. Despite my insistence for the past year,
I've been here for -- this is my third meeting in a row
where I've addressed this issue. The Commission
continues to violate your own duties imposed on you by
the legislature. Hope for change best describes my
position when it comes to the Commission. I'm hoping
the Commission would comply with the laws and your
duties.

I filed a lawsuit against the Commission in
order to compel the Commission to comply with your
obligations under the law. Each of you will be served,
personally. Commissioner Gonzales, too.

I do -—- I compel you to comply with your
duties. I am seeking significant damages. You've been
given one year, since we first spoke, to amend your
position, now a court of competent jurisdiction will
adjudicate this matter. Thank you.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you for joining us this
morning.

Anyone else like to come up and address the
Commission?

Former Commissioner Geralyn Lasher.

MS. LASHER: Hello. Geralyn Lasher with the

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING & REGULATORY AFFAIRS - MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Wine Institute. Just wanted to take the opportunity to
come in. Some of you may -- I believe the
Commissioners already know, but for the Wine Institute
our C.E.O. Bobby Cook had retired at the end of last
year. The gentlemen that you have worked with in the
past, my boss, Steve Gross, is now the interim C.E.O.
for the Wine Institute. Just wanted to make sure that
people were informed of that and will continue to move
forward with state relations. He's kind of doing
double duty at the moment, but just appreciate the work
that's done.

We continue to make sure that our members are
complying with all of the shipping rules, the shipping
laws and really appreciate the staff's licensing side,
enforcement side have been excellent to work with.

Just as we have had some questions that needed some
additional information and they've been very responsive
and we really appreciate that on behalf of our members
and on behalf of the Wine Institute; I appreciate the
work that has been done and continues to be done. So
thank you very much.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you for being with us.
We appreciate it. Please give our best to Steve and
congratulate him, and look forward to seeing him in the

months ahead.
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MS. LASHER: Thank you.
CHAIR BELTZER: Anyone else?
I'm going to turn this over to -- I

apologize, go ahead.

MR. VISNER: 1I'll just say a few quick words.

Bret Visner, the Michigan Beer & Wine Wholesalers
Association. I'm here with several members,

contributor members here today. On behalf of the

association and our members, Jjust want to say thank you
Commissioners, Chair Beltzer, for all the work that you
do. You provide so much information and assistance for

us and the association to make sure that we can provide

guidance to our members to be in compliance with the

many rules and laws, we appreciate that and your staff,

I know, you know, our fantastic. They do a wonderful
job. They're extremely accessible, communicative and
provide tremendous resources and assistance to make
sure that we have information that we can communicate
with our members to make sure everything is done
correctly in compliance with the code, as well as the
assistant AGs as well. Thank you and we appreciate
you.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you very much, Brett.
We appreciate you being with us.

Congratulations to Joanie O'Sullivan-Butler.
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Had a very, very nice article in the Detroit News
talking about not only the Women's Advocacy Group, the
wonderful people that you have working at your
organization, talking about women in general in the
industry; it was very, very impressive and the work
that not only that your team does but the women in
general that work for Michigan Beer and Wine
Wholesalers and are associated with your organization

are just first class people, and I want you to know

that.

Anybody else?

I'm going to turn it over to Commissioner
Toma.

MR. MARVIN: Madam chair, people on the
phone.

CHAIR BELTZER: People on the phone, my
apologies. If you would like to speak with the
Commission this morning and you're not here in the room
with us, you can press star 6.

I'll turn it over to Commissioner Toma.

COMMISSIONER TOMA: Thank you.

Good morning everyone. Before I begin to
discuss a few points of interest or information, I'd
like to share with everyone, I want to share with you

that I was a former investigator, and as Commissioner,
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I see a completely different perspective than most
people. I'd like to pay a huge complement to the
licensing unit, to the enforcement unit and to the
assistant attorney general's office for doing a
remarkable job in addressing concerns of the public in
addressing violations from licensees, and all they want
is compliance, and I think they do a phenomenal job,
and I appreciate all the work that they do.

Compliance in keeping the public safe is what
we're here for and if anyone has any concerns, please
bring those forward. There's always someone on desk
duty for the enforcement division, there's always
someone available in licensing to talk to, if you want
to talk to the AG's office, I'm sure that someone will
be available. I want the public to know that we take
any and all information, allegations, situations
seriously and we want compliance, we want to keep the
public safe.

As far as what I do and Commissioner Gonzales
who's not here, I will be speaking on behalf of both of
us. We are Hearing Commissioners and our
responsibility is to address violations. We get a
docket full of violations and we listen to testimony in
production of evidence from the licensees and from the

assistant attorney general's office. Before making a
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decision, we will take all that into consideration as
well as the operating record for the licensees, and
it's not an easy thing. 1It's not an a plus b equals c,
two plus two equal four; there's a lot of moving parts
to consider, and we take our jobs very seriously and we
give it the consideration that it needs and deserves
before making a decision.

People always ask how can I avoid a
violation? Well, educate yourself. There's a wealth
of information on the website. There are classes,
serving training classes that are available, and if all
else fails, there's always someone on desk duty to be
able to answer at any one of the district offices to
answer questions and to guide you to the best of their
abilities, obviously for a legal matters you're going
to have to retain an attorney, but they can answer some
pretty basic questions to help you avoid an accidental
mistake.

Commissioner Gonzales was suppose to be here
to share some information, but he provided me some
stats per the great David Marvin.

Fiscal year 2056-26 which started October
1st, and as of March 11lth, these are the following
stats: Cases adjudicated 863; suspension days ordered

157; total fines ordered 259,323; the largest fine

11
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handed down was 2400; the smallest fine was $25; the
average fine being 319.13; there were 11 hearings that
were dismissed; 776 scheduled hearings, 480
acknowledgements and 127 negotiated stipulations.
Thank you all for being here.

That's all I have, Commissioner.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you.

Commissioner Hopgood.

COMMISSIONER HOPGOOD: Good morning. Thank
you all for being here. 1It's a pleasure to be here.
Thank you for the partnership with everyone in terms of
the work that you do out in the communities and how you
partner and work through the systems that we have
setup.

As administrative Commissioners it's
interesting that we have the vantage point of looking
at how the system is working from afar, from a step
back in some ways, and we continue to be available and
looking to provide assistance to not only individuals
sort of involved in the industry, but definitely to the
general public as well. So we take that commission
that duty seriously and it's a pleasure to be here to
hear from all of you. So thank you for all your
participation this morning. Thank you.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you Commissioner

12
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Hopgood.

Commissioner Olshove.

COMMISSIONER OLSHOVE: Thank you madam chair.
I'm pleased to see everybody here today, some
newcomers, some folks I don't know. The Commission's
always been open and willing to listen to any concerns
to help you out in getting started in business. As an
administrative Commissioner, we are the Hearings and
Appeals Board. Eddie's doing a great job because we
don't really get much business out of you, to tell the
truth. I'd also like to thank the staff; I can name
them all, I don't know if they want to stand up, but
who we really wouldn't be as efficient, I think, of an
operation as we are, as fair an operation as we are.
I'm on high, recently, that we're doing a pretty good
job but we can always do better. Through your
criticisms, suggestions, we welcome them, quite
frankly, that's what we live on, really. We're not
perfect. There's a few folks we probably made unhappy
but we do the best job we can. The Chair's been great
to work with. We try to be business friendly, and more
importantly, safe. Our number one job is to keep
Michigan safe. I'm sure you understand the
circumstances we can get into when alcohol is abused;

the stats are there and we do our best to keep that
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low.

So again, thanks to the staff, I won't go
through and name them all, they do a great job and
they're accessible. Everybody out there should be able
to reach us or the staff and we'll be more than happy
to help you. So safety, great staff -- wouldn't be if
we were doing a bad job, we'd get some messages from
folks, and I think we try our best. Thank you all for
being here everyone that's listening. Thanks.

CHATIR BELTZER: Thank you.

I'd 1like to ask Kerry Krone to come up.
Kerry's our business manager. She's got just a couple
very brief updates for everyone in regards to work that
this Commission is doing right now, what you can
expect, the licensees can expect.

Good morning Kerry.

MS. KRONE: Good morning madam chair. Thank
you so much.

Good morning everyone. Everyone, welcome to
our Southfield office today. We're so happy that you
made it. I really only have just a couple very gquick
updates. Most importantly, Jjust to remind everyone it
is renewal season. Renewal opened up several weeks
ago. We do have a number of people that have renewed.

Again you still have the print your own license ability

14
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on the system, so you can actually print that yourself
and not have to wait any longer for that to be mailed;
that's up and running, running smoothly. So please,
everyone, renew now, don't wait until the last minute.
Appreciate that.

Other than that, I just want to let everyone
know, I think people are aware that our new system,
SIPS, that we've working on for quite sometime, we're
very pleased that that went live on November 1st, so
we're several months into that, operating very well.
We're very proud, very proud that that launched on
November 1st and we were still able to have everyone
continue their ordering and the deliveries from our
partners, no interruptions. So ordering, deliveries,
paying the vendors, again, without any interruptions,
that's our finance back off this system launched,
there's a few other connections to that as well.

The other exciting news is that with that
update we already have done an enhancement since that
went live in November and we're looking forward to
having more enhancements to our system not only for
having financing product side but also on the other
side for tax collection, and that may not be the fun
side of it but definitely great to have that automated

at some point. Then, also on the licensees side we
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have some enhancements to that as well. We also would
like to see things for our hearings and appeals, again
another area we don't like to talk too much about,
although, obviously, due from the stats that Eddie just
gave or Commissioner Toma gave, we would like to
advance that in order to be more of an online presence
and online payments too. So already working on some of
those; looking forward to having more enhancements to
come. Unless someone has more questions, those are the
only updates.

CHAIR BELTZER: Thank you very much Kerry,
appreciate it.

Appreciate the rest of the team being here
too; Sara Weber, Erika Hoppes, Rob, Renette, Anita,
David, Kerry and the rest of our team listening online,
today. They really do stand ready to help you at any
moment. I've said it before and I'm saying it again I
would put our team up against anybody in state
government any day; they are all about serving the
public and helping, obviously keeping people safe but
also giving people the opportunity to be entrepreneurs
and to grow their business and to be very respectful of
the work that they're trying to do.

I think that really the reason that we don't

have a lot of people that want to speak is the fact
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that we talk to you all the time. We are so available
to speak to you and we have ongoing conversations.
This team stands ready, again, to help you at any given
time. I think we've got resources on our website that
are helpful. I think anybody that knows us over the
last couple of years that we will take your phone
calls, we'll do the best we can to get with you and to
help to answer questions. Even as Commissioner Olshove
said, sometimes when the answer is not very favorable,
we're going to be honest with you, we're going to talk
about that. I just received a note last night, we
helped someone and the person said thank you, this
information is so helpful. You've got to be the most
responsive and helpful people ever that are working
there for the State of Michigan. I think it's true,
and so I think that you're going to hear some things
this morning that may not align with what we're saying
up here, but we certainly are willing to listen to
people and try to figure out a way to be successful
together to have people be successful. As you well
know, sometimes you don't have all of the information
and we can't share all of the information but you are
getting a very transparent and very honest and
forthright Commission, and we hear that, obviously,

from other departments in the state. We have had
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opportunities to go before the House and Senate and to
talk about the work that we're doing, we're going to go
back and visit with them again in April. We welcome
that opportunity. We certainly stand ready and we say
that to our legislators all the time; we're here to
help your constituency, you are the constituents of
people who or serving is office right now and we want
people to be successful so we're trying to find
solutions in ways that we can be of help.

Anything else that anybody has, any concerns,
any questions regarding anything we would be happy to
help you and to answer those.

I agree with Commissioner Olshove that there
are sometimes an opportunity for us, for everybody, to
learn to get better, we're striving to do that every
single day and we're willing to talk about it. I think
for the most part that this Commission has stepped up,
has been very receptive to hearing and listening and
working with people and we will continue to be
throughout 2026 and beyond.

With that, and if there's no other business
before MLCC today, I will take a motion for
adjournment; so moved from Commissioner Olshove,
supported by Commissioner Hopgood.

Thank you everybody for joining us. We're

18
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adjourned.

(Record concluded at 11:23 a.m.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically, the foregoing testimony and
proceedings on the date and place hereinbefore set
forth; that the same was later reduced to
typewritten form, and that the foregoing is a true,
full and correct transcript of my stenographic

notes so taken.

‘ML%@M_

Renette L. Gibson, CSR-2731

March 23, 2026
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