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MICHIGAN UNARMED COMBAT COMMISSION  
 

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 12, 2026 
 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, the Michigan Unarmed Combat 
Commission met on March 12, 2026, at the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
(LARA), Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau, 2407 N. Grand River Ave., 
Jupiter Conference Room, Lansing, Michigan. The Commission meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Anne Morrell at 10:01 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Present:        Anne Morrell     Professional Member 
 Bronco McKart    Professional Member  
 Josh Bocks      Professional Member  
   Wolfgang Mueller  Professional Member 
   Tarick Salmaci   Professional Member  
 Mary Jo Sanders     Professional Member 
 Byron Osbern     Public Member  
 Sharon Person     Public Member  
 
 
Absent: Tammy Timlin    Professional Member 
    Corey Taylor   Professional Member 
   Ruben Martinez  Public Member 
  
Staff:  Adam Masserang    Assistant Attorney General  
 Jennifer Fitzgerald    Assistant Attorney General 
 Linda Clegg     CSCL Bureau Director 
 Benjamin Parker    Licensing Division Director     
 Brad Cook     Inspections & Investigations Section Manager 
 Stefanie Barr     Recording Secretary  
 Caitlin Keene     Regulatory Compliance Division Director 
 Mitchell Page     Legislative Analyst    
   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 
 
MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Mueller to approve the minutes 

as written for the meeting held September 11, 2025. The motion carried by a roll 
call vote.  
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
CHAIRPERSON 
 
MOTION: The Department opened nominations to elect a new Chairperson of the Michigan 

Unarmed Combat Commission. Members of the Commission nominated Ms. 
Anne Morrell. A roll call vote was held.  

 
Aye: Morrell, Person 
Nay: McKart, Bocks, Mueller, Osbern, Sanders, Salmaci  
 
MOTION: The Department opened nominations to elect a new Chairperson of the Michigan 

Unarmed Combat Commission. Members of the Commission nominated Mr. 
Bronco McKart. A roll call vote was held and Mr. Bronco McKart was elected as 
the Chairperson of the Michigan Unarmed Combat Commission.   

 
Aye: McKart, Bocks, Mueller, Osbern, Sanders, Salmaci   
Nay: Morrell, Person  
 
VICE CHAIRPERSON 
 
MOTION: The Chair opened nominations to elect a new Vice Chairperson of the Michigan 

Unarmed Combat Commission. Members of the Commission nominated Ms. 
Anne Morrell. A roll call vote was held. 

 
Aye: Morrell, Osbern, Person  
Nay: McKart, Bocks, Mueller, Sanders, Salmaci   
 
MOTION: The Chair opened nominations to elect a new Vice Chairperson of the Michigan 

Unarmed Combat Commission. Members of the Commission nominated Mr. 
Wolfgang Mueller. A roll call vote was held, and Mr. Wolfgang Mueller was 
elected as the Vice Chairperson of the Michigan Unarmed Combat Commission.   

 
Aye: McKart, Bocks, Mueller, Sanders, Salmaci   
Nay: Morrell, Osbern, Person  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No individuals addressed the Commission. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
PETITIONERS  
 
JUSTIN SPALDING 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Person and supported by Ms. Morrell that, after careful 

consideration of the application for reinstatement, the Commission lift the 
suspension on Mr. Spalding’s Professional Boxer license. The motion carried by 
a roll call vote. 

 
STIPULATIONS  
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Osbern to accept and approve 

all stipulations as prepared. The motion carried by a roll call vote. 
 
CONNOR MCDILL, LICENSE NO. 15-04-020506, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, LANSING, 
MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020163 
 
JOSHUA FLORES, LICENSE NO. 15-02-020441, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, NEW ALBANY, 
INDIANA: ENF-25-020156 
 
KOTI ELLIS,  LICENSE NO. 15-04-020549, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 10-08-2025, 
LITCHFIELD, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020215 
 
KEATEN JAMES-DAVIES GATZMER, LICENSE NO. 15-02-014293, SUMMARY 
SUSPENSION 10-08-2025, MOUNT CLEMONS, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020211; LICENSE 
NO. 15-19-000008, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 10-08-2025, MOUNT CLEMONS, 
MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020212; AND LICENSE NO. 15-14-000560, SUMMARY 
SUSPENSION 10-08-2025, MOUNT CLEMONS, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020213 
 
REEON C. MCNABB, LICENSE NO. 15-21-000025, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, WATERLOO, 
ONTARIO: ENF-25-020224 
 
JOSEPH GEROME HICKS, JR., LICENSE NO. 15-02-014281, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, 
WYOMING, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020030 
 
RASHAD HICKS, LICENSE NO. 15-02-020494, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, ST. LOUIS, 
MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020245 
 
MARCELL ARMSTRONG, LICENSE NO. 15-04-020408, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 09-30-
2025, LANSING, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020193 
 
MCKENNA DIENER, LICENSE NO. 15-20-000110, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 01-15-2026, 
MILLINGTON, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020267 
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WESLEY J. RIVERS, LICENSE NO. 15-02-020117, ACTIVE 08-31-2026, DEARBORN 
HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020237 
 
DAVID MCPHERSON, LICENSE NO. 15-02-020427, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 01-20-
2026, OAK PARK, MICHIGAN: ENF-26-020000 
 
 
HEARING REPORTS 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Osbern and supported by Ms. Morrell to accept all Hearing 

Reports as presented. The motion carried by a roll call vote. 
 
TRAVIS JOHN KARPPINEN, LICENSE NO. 15-14-000665, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 07-
10-2025, LAURIUM, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020134 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Ms. Morrell that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Professional Mixed Martial Artist license; a fine in the amount of 
$1,000.00 and administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to 
the State of Michigan within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final 
Order for ENF-25-020134; Respondent’s Professional Mixed Martial Artist 
license is suspended for one (1) year from the date of the Final Order or until the 
fine and costs are paid in full, whichever is later. The motion carried by a roll call 
vote. 

 
KEVIN WOMACK, JR., LICENSE NO. 15-02-020081, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 06-10-
2025, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND: ENF-25-020121 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Osbern that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Professional Boxer license; a fine in the amount of $2,000.00 and 
administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the State of 
Michigan within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order for 
ENF-25-020121. Respondent’s Professional Boxer license is suspended for ninety 
(90) days from the date of the Final Order or until the fine and costs are paid in 
full, whichever is later. If the fine and costs have not been paid within sixty (60) 
days from the date of mailing of the Final Order, then the Respondent’s 
Professional Boxer license shall remain suspended until the fine and costs are paid 
in full. The motion carried by a roll call vote.  
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KEVIN S. KISH, LICENSE NO. 15-04-020352,  LAPSED-SUSPENDED 04-17-2025, PORT 
HURON, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020071 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Mueller that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Amateur Mixed Martial Artist license; a fine in the amount of 
$300.00 and administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the 
State of Michigan within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final 
Order for ENF-25-020071. Respondent’s Amateur Mixed Martial Artist license is 
suspended for ninety (90) days from the date of the Final Order or until the fine 
and costs are paid in full, whichever is later. If the fine and costs have not been 
paid within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order, then the 
Respondent’s Amateur Mixed Martial Artist license shall remain suspended until 
the fine and costs are paid in full.  

 
MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Ms. Morrell that the following 

friendly amendment be assessed: Credit for time served. The motion carried by a 
roll call vote.  

 
TERRELL KELLY, LICENSE NO. 15-10-020028, LAPSED 08-31-2025, PORT HURON, 
MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020107 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Ms. Morrell and supported by Mr. Bocks that the following 

penalty be assessed: A fine in the amount of $2,700.00; Respondent’s Professional 
Promoter license is revoked.  

MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Ms. Morrell that the following 
friendly amendment be assessed: A fine in the amount of $5,000.00 and 
administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the State of 
Michigan within ninety (90) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order for 
ENF-25-020107. Respondent’s Professional Promoter license is revoked. The 
motion carried by a roll call vote.  

 
MIDAJAH SHAWNA-MARIE ROGERS, LICENSE NO. 15-02-020480, SUMMARY 
SUSPENSION 10-17-2025, PORT HURON, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020216 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Osbern that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Professional Boxer license; a fine in the amount of $2,000.00 and 
administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the State of 
Michigan within ninety (90) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order for 
ENF-25-020216. Respondent’s Professional Boxer license is suspended for ninety 
(90) days from the date of the Final Order or until the fine and costs are paid in 
full, whichever is later. If the fine and costs have not been paid within ninety (90) 
days from the date of mailing of the Final Order, then the Respondent’s 
Professional Boxer license shall remain suspended until the fine and costs are paid 
in full. The motion carried by a roll call vote.  
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JARED CALLOWAY, LICENSE NO. 15-20-000015, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 10-28-2025, 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020223 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Ms. Morrell that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Amateur Muay Thai license; a fine in the amount of $500.00 and 
administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the State of 
Michigan within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order for 
ENF-25-020223. Respondent’s Amateur Muay Thai license is suspended for one 
(1) year from the date of the Final Order or until the fine and costs are paid in full, 
whichever is later. If the fine and costs have not been paid within sixty (60) days 
from the date of mailing of the Final Order, then the Respondent’s Amateur Muay 
Thai license shall remain suspended until the fine and costs are paid in full. The 
motion carried by a roll call vote. 

 
COVEN H. WITHERS, LICENSE NO. 15-04-020529, SUMMARY SUSPENSION 09-30-2025, 
VASSAR, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020194 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Mr. Osbern that the following 

penalty be assessed: Dissolve the current summary suspension against 
Respondent’s Amateur Mixed Martial Artist license; a fine in the amount of 
$300.00 and administrative costs in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the 
State of Michigan within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final 
Order for ENF-25-020194. Respondent’s Amateur Mixed Martial Artist license is 
suspended for ninety (90) days from the date of the Final Order or until the fine 
and costs are paid in full, whichever is later. If the fine and costs have not been 
paid within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order, then the 
Respondent’s Amateur Martial Artist license shall remain suspended until the fine 
and costs are paid in full. The motion carried by a roll call vote. 

 
DARKSIDE PROMOTION LLC, LICENSE NO. 15-10-020037, LAPSED-SUSPENDED 11-
01-2025, DEARBORN, MICHIGAN: ENF-25-020099 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Bocks and supported by Ms. Morrell that the following 

penalty be assessed: A fine in the amount of $10,000.00 and administrative costs 
in the amount of $2,700.00 made payable to the State of Michigan within ninety 
(90) days from the date of mailing of the Final Order for ENF-25-020099. 
Respondent’s Professional Promoter license is revoked. The motion carried by a 
roll call vote 
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APPROVAL OF 2026 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday, June 11, 2026 
Thursday, September 10, 2026 
Thursday, December 10, 2026 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Osbern and supported by Ms. Person to approve the proposed 

2026 meeting schedule. The motion carried by majority vote.  
 
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
The Commission welcomed new member Mary Jo Sanders.  
 
Legislative Analyst Mitchell Page provided an update on the status of the ruleset 2024-44 LR and 
the timeline for approval. These rules sanction bare-knuckle fighting, establish certification 
requirements for event officials, and clarify paperwork deadlines and certain kickboxing and 
muay thai rules. The 15 session days that rules must sit before the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules expired Tuesday, March 10, 2026. The rules will be certified and filed with 
the Office of the Great Seal, with an effective date 120 days after certification.  
  
DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
 
Legislative Analyst Mitchell Page provided the Commission with an update from a meeting held 
with an expert and medical professional to conduct a full review of Michigan’s unarmed combat 
rules, procedures, and statute pertaining to drug testing. This meeting was pursuant to the Chair’s 
Drug Review Subcommittee, established in 2025. Only representatives of the department 
attended the meeting, but the Drug Review Subcommittee should make recommendations to the 
Commission based on what they learn from this meeting’s notes and from a consultation with an 
expert in drug testing and intoxication.  
 
Division Director Benjamin Parker provided an update to the Commission on the total number of 
complaints received, as well as the number of events in the state.   
 
Division Director Benjamin Parker introduced Brad Cook to the Commission. Brad is the 
manager of the Inspections and Investigations Section within the Licensing Division.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Michigan Unarmed Combat Commission will be 
held on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Mueller and supported by Mr. Osbern to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion carried by majority vote.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.  
 
Approved by the Commission on June 11, 2026.  
 
Prepared by:  
Stefanie Barr, Commission Support    
Corporations, Securities, and Commercial Licensing Bureau 
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