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I. Introduction 

This Digest is intended to serve as a research tool for claimants, 
employers, and agents or attorneys who are involved in the Unemployment 
Insurance appellate process. It is hoped the Digest will, by providing  
enhanced access to unemployment case law, assist parties and their 
representatives in the preparation and presentation of appeals before 
Unemployment Agency Administrative Law Judges (Referees), the Michigan 
Employment Security Board of Review and the Michigan courts. 

II. How To Use This Digest  

A. Overview 

When preparing an appeal or presenting a case before an Unemployment Agency 
ALJ, the Board of Review, or a court, parties and their representatives try to 
make use of the most authoritative precedent they can find which supports their 
position. This Digest is a tool to help find those cases. It must be kept in mind 
unemployment cases are usually "fact specific" and it is unlikely cases in the 
Digest will match up precisely with the case the reader is preparing. The goal is 
to understand the general principles which emerge from the decisions and apply 
them to the case at hand. 

There are two basic approaches to using the Digest - one, to select the 
chapter which covers the topic of interest, then review the cases collected in 
that chapter, or two, to use the Subject Word Index to help locate pertinent 
decisions. These methods are described below. 

B. Chapter Organization 

The Digest is arranged in twenty chapters each covering a broad topic. As 
indicated in the Table of Contents, each chapter focuses on cases arising under 
one or more related sections of the MES Act. The reader may wish to consult 
Michigan Compiled Laws Annotated (MCLA 421.1 et seq) or Michigan Statutes Annotated 
(MSA 17.501 et seq) for the text of the Act. 

At the beginning of each chapter, there is a table listing the cases 
contained in that chapter. 

Editor's Note: It must be kept in mind the Digest utilizes a one 
page/one case format. That is, each case appears only once. Cases are  
assigned to chapters by the editor depending on the issue which is considered 
most significant or useful for precedent purposes. Some cases involve multiple 
issues and secondary issues may be addressed in the Digest entry, however, they 


















































































































