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Focus Areas  
 
AmeriCorps Focus Areas The National and Community Service Act of 1990, as amended by the Serve 

America Act, emphasizes measuring the impact of service and focusing on a core set of issue areas. In 

order to maximize the impact of investment in national service, AmeriCorps has the following focus 

areas:  

 

Environmental Stewardship Grants  - will support responsible stewardship of the environment, while 

preparing communities for challenging climate and environmental circumstances and helping Americans 

respond to and recover from disruptive events: programs that conserve natural habitats; protect clean air 

and water; maintain public lands; support wildland fire mitigation and sustainable forest management; 

cultivate individual and community resilience; and provide reforestation services after floods or fires, 

such as nature based solutions. Environmental stewardship and climate change including renewable 

energy and energy efficiency, building community resilience, sustainable food systems and agriculture, 

and conservation and habitat preservation. 

 

Disaster Services Grants  - will support increased and improved disaster services for individuals and 

communities to prepare and adapt to disasters, including but not limited to climate change events. 

Activities will provide support to increase preparedness for disasters, improve readiness to respond to 

disasters, support recovery efforts from disasters, and/or assist in the implementation of pre-disaster 

mitigation and adaptation measures. Grants will support communities and individuals in planning for 

disasters, in particular engaging disadvantaged communities in the planning process.  

 

Economic Opportunity Grants -  will provide support and/or facilitate access to services and resources 

that contribute to the improved economic well-being and security of economically disadvantaged people; 

help economically disadvantaged people, to have improved access to services that enhance financial 

literacy; transition into or remain in safe, healthy, affordable housing; and/or have improved 

employability leading to increased success in becoming employed.  

 

Education   Grants  - will provide support and/or facilitate access to services and resources that 

contribute to improved educational outcomes for economically disadvantaged children; improved school 

readiness for economically disadvantaged young children; improved educational and behavioral outcomes 

of students in low-achieving elementary, middle, and high schools; and/or support economically 

disadvantaged students’ preparation for success in post-secondary educational institutions.  

 

Healthy Futures Grants  - will provide support for activities that will address the opioid crisis; increase 

seniors’ ability to remain in their own homes with the same or improved quality of life for as long as 

possible; and/or increase physical activity and improve nutrition with the purpose of reducing obesity.  

 

Veterans and Military Families Grants  - will improve the quality of life of veterans and improve 

military family well-being; increase the number of veterans, wounded warriors, military service members, 

and their caregivers, families, and survivors served by AmeriCorps programs; and/or increase the number 

of veterans and military family members engaged in service through AmeriCorps programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Not Eligible Organization Definitions  
 

Organizations Convicted of a Federal Crime 

Under Section 132A(b) of the National and Community Service Act of 1990, as amended, organizations 

that have been convicted of a Federal crime may not receive assistance described in this Notice. 

Applications that propose to engage in activities that are prohibited under AmeriCorps’ statutes, 

regulations, or the terms and conditions of its awards are not eligible to receive AmeriCorps funding. 

 

Organizations with Federal Tax Liability 

Note that under appropriations provisions annually enacted by Congress, if AmeriCorps is aware that any 

corporation has any unpaid Federal tax liability—that has been assessed for which all judicial and 

administrative remedies have been exhausted or have lapsed that is not being paid in a timely manner 

pursuant to an agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability—that corporation 
is not eligible for an award under this Notice. However, this exclusion will not apply to a corporation 

which a Federal agency has considered for suspension or debarment and has determined that suspension 

or debarment is not necessary to protect the interests of the Federal government. 

 

Organizations that engage in Lobby Activities as their Mission 

Pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, an organization described in the Internal  

Revenue Code of 1986, 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(4) that engages in lobbying activities is not eligible to apply for 

AmeriCorps funding. 

 
 

Indirect Costs  
 

Indirect Costs 

Application budgets may include indirect costs. Based on qualifying factors, applicants may either use a 

Federally approved indirect cost rate, a 10 percent de minimis rate of modified total direct costs, or may 

claim certain costs directly, as outlined in 2 CFR 200.413. States, local governments, and Indian Tribes 

may use previously approved indirect cost allocation plans. All methods must be applied consistently 

across all Federal awards. Applicants that have a Federal negotiated indirect cost rate or that will be using 

the 10 percent de minimis rate must enter that information in the Organization section in eGrants.  

 

However, under section 121(d) of the NCSA and AmeriCorps’ regulations at 45 CFR 2521.95 and 

2540.110, no more than five percent of award funds may be used to recover indirect costs on AmeriCorps 

State and National grants. The instructions for how to enter the organization’s indirect cost rate 

Applicants should not submit documentation addressing the indirect cost rate agreement via email. Please 

note: To request a Federally negotiated indirect cost rate agreement, when AmeriCorps is the applicable 

cognizant agency for an organization’s indirect costs, the applicant must submit a request to 

IndirectCostRate@cns.gov. The applicant may also obtain instructions and additional information by 

contacting the email address above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/eotopici03.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/eotopici03.pdf


Additional Documents Overview 

 
Labor Union Concurrence 

For the purposes of this section, “program applicant” includes any applicant to the AmeriCorps Agency or 

a State Commission, as well as any entity applying for assistance or approved national service positions 

through an AmeriCorps Agency grantee or subgrantee. 

 

A. If a program applicant— 

1. Proposes to serve as the placement site for AmeriCorps members; and 

2. Has employees engaged in the same or substantially similar work as that proposed to be 

carried out by AmeriCorps members; and 

3. Those employees are represented by a local labor organization - then the application must 

include the written concurrence of the local labor organization representing those employees. 

Written concurrence can be in the form of a letter or e-mail from the local union leadership. 

 

B. If a program applicant: 

1) Proposes to place AmeriCorps members at sites where they will be engaged in the same or 

substantially similar work as employees represented by a local labor organization, then the 

applicant must submit a written description of how it will ensure that: 

a. AmeriCorps members will not be placed in positions that were recently occupied by 

paid staff.  

b. No AmeriCorps member will be placed into a position for which a recently resigned 

or discharged employee has recall rights as a result of a collective bargaining 

agreement, from which a recently resigned or discharged employee was removed as a 

result of a reduction in force, or from which a recently resigned/discharged employee 

is on leave or strike.   

 

Delinquent on Federal Debt 

Any applicant who checks Yes to the question on federal debt delinquency must submit a complete 

explanation. 

 

Federally approved Indirect Cost Agreement 

Applicants that include a federally approved indirect cost rate amount in their budget must enter the 

current approved indirect cost rate agreement information into eGrants at the same time they submit their 

application. See Attachment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


