
THE POWER OF BROADBAND
AND THE BEAD PROGRAM

Why Broadband Matters
EDUCATION: Access to online
learning at all levels, homework
assistance, and virtual
classrooms for all.

HEALTHCARE: Improve overall
health outcomes with
telemedicine appointments,
health information access, and
remote monitoring.

CONNECTIVITY: Staying
connected with friends, family,
and the world.

ECONOMIC GROWTH: Increasing
opportunities for businesses and
job growth.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT:
Supporting rural communities
with availability of e-commerce
and digitization of business
practices.

INNOVATION: Fostering
entrepreneurship by providing
access to self-employment tools
and services.

ENTERTAINMENT: Enjoying
streaming services, online
gaming, and other digital
content.

Connecting your Community
The Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD)
program is moving forward and will soon be accepting
grant applications. Nearly $1.6 billion in federal funding
has been allocated to deploy infrastructure to unserved
and underserved homes, businesses, and community
anchor institutions across our state. Final lists and maps of
BEAD-eligible locations will be available in the coming
weeks from the Michigan High-Speed Internet Office
(MIHI). 

How You Can Be Involved
Internet service providers will submit applications to MIHI
to secure grant funding to build to each BEAD-eligible
location in our state. Your leadership will be important in
helping ensure that the BEAD Program works well for
your community and your constituents. 

Your letters of support will be considered as part of grant
application scoring: you can provide a letter of support to
one project, multiple projects, or none at all. It is
important to know: no BEAD-eligible location will be left
out! Any internet service provider who tells you that you
must “act now” so that your community is not left behind
is not being truthful. 

As we prepare for Michigan’s BEAD program, MIHI
encourages you to:

Communicate with ISPs that may approach you to
share information about their potential applications.

Share with the ISPs any input that you may have
regarding their proposals (e.g., what permits will be
required, best construction routes to minimize impact
to the community).

If you have not done so already, work with your
colleagues to ensure that you are preparing to review
and respond to permit applications that you anticipate
receiving in 2025 for BEAD-funded projects.

Contact
Have questions about Michigan’s BEAD program and what it may mean for you? Contact the 
Michigan High-speed Internet Office at: LEO-MIHighSpeedInternet@michigan.gov. 

For more information, visit : www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/mihi/funding-
opportunities/bead or review our our permitting guidebook.

https://www.michigan.gov/leo/-/media/Project/Websites/leo/Documents/MIHI/BEAD/Additional-Resources/Technical-Assistance-Permitting-Guidebook.pdf



