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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
MIOSHA Launched New Site for COVID-19 Workplace Safety 
In an effort to centralize critical workplace safety guidance amidst several sectors of Michigan’s 
economy reopening, MIOSHA launched a new online COVID-19 Workplace Safety site 
– Michigan.gov/COVIDWorkplaceSafety – to provide guidance and a toolkit of resources to keep 
workplaces safe as sectors of the state’s economy reopen.  

With the continued risk of COVID-19 spread, everyone in the workplace must take necessary 
precautions. The site includes MIOSHA issued guidelines, posters for employees and customers, 
factsheets, educational videos and a reopening checklist – all of which will help businesses 
safely reopen their doors.   

In addition to the general workplace guidelines for employer and employees, MIOSHA provided 
further clarification on necessary steps several other sectors must take when reopening, 
including:   

• Construction 
• Manufacturing 
• Offices 
• Research laboratories 
• Restaurants and bars 
• Retail 
• Outpatient healthcare 

The site also provides guidance on how employers create and make available to employees and 
customers, a written exposure control plan which includes exposure determination and outlines 
measures that will be taken to prevent employee exposure to COVID-19. 

Those with questions regarding workplace safety and health may contact MIOSHA using the new 
hotline at 855-SAFEC19 (855-723-3219).  

To report health and safety concerns in the workplace, go to michigan.gov/MIOSHAcomplaint. 
 
CET Onsite Program to Offer Virtual Visits 

Virtual Visits are intended to enable the Onsite Consultation program to continue working with 
small business employers. We can assist employers in identifying workplace hazards and how  
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https://www.michigan.gov/COVIDWorkplaceSafety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Workplace_Guidelines-Reopening_Checklist_692021_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_employer_690397_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_employee_690396_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_construction_690394_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_manufacturing_690395_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Offices_691402_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Research_Labs_691403_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Restaurants_and_Bars_691404_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Retail_691406_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Outpatient_Healthcare_Facilities_691894_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_employer_690397_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_c19_workplace_guidelines_employer_690397_7.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/MIOSHAcomplaint?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILEO/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILEO_1
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
to fix them, provide advice for compliance with MIOSHA standards, train and educate workers, 
and assist in establishing and improving safety and health programs by using available 
technology. 
 
In addition to telephone, email, and fax; consultants can conduct a virtual visit of facilities using 
video communication platforms such as Apple Face Time, Microsoft Teams, Zoom, 
GoToMeeting, WebEx, Skype, and Jabber.   
 
Walkthroughs should be limited to a specific operation or piece of equipment. Employer 
representative must be able to show the equipment or operation without creating a hazardous 
situation for themselves or others. To prevent injury or creating a hazard there will be a strict No 
Walk – No Talk policy.   
 
As with all hazard surveys conducted by the onsite program, a written report will be provided and 
identified hazards will require verification of abatement within an agreed upon timeframe. 
 
Comments from employers who have taken advantage of a virtual visit include “I think this is the 
way all of these consultations should start”, “a good way to stay on top of things” and “Overall, 
this was a good opportunity to connect and identify workplace hazards while maintaining social 
distancing.”    
 
If you are interested in a virtual visit, please submit a Request for Consultative Assistance or call 
CET at 517-284-7720. 
 
Meat Processing Promotional Letter and Assignments  
 
In recent weeks there have been numerous outbreaks of COVID-19 at meat and poultry 
processing plants throughout the United States. These outbreaks can sometimes be fueled by 
the general working conditions often found at these facilities including busy work areas, and 
close, prolonged contact with co-workers. These work conditions present a unique problem when 
attempting to prevent the spread of SARS-CoV-2, and because of this the National Institute of 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has teamed up with the OSHA and State Plan Onsite 
Consultation Programs to help aid meat and poultry processors.  
 
To do our part, MIOSHA has compiled a list of meat and poultry processing facilities located in 
Michigan and has assigned a consultant to each facility. Consultants are busy reaching out to 
these facilities and offering our CET services as well as answering any questions they may have.  
In addition, the employers are provided with other resources and training materials to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 including PowerPoint presentations, FAQ sheets, a sample 
COVID-19 Business Continuity Plan, and an industry specific guidance program developed by 
the CDC and OSHA. 
 
As always, MIOSHA Onsite Consultation services are free and confidential. During a 
consultation visit, no penalties or citations will be issued. However, employers must agree to fix 
all hazards identified by the consultant. To speak with a consultant or to schedule a visit, please 
contact the Lansing office at 517-284-7720, or visit our website for more information. 
 
Confidentiality will be strictly maintained during the consultation process. However, if the 
employer fails to correct a serious hazard by the agreed-upon due date, the incorrected hazard 
information will be referred to the MIOSHA Enforcement Program. 
 
Michigan Worker Deaths of 2020 
 
To date, there have been seven work-related fatalities reported to MIOSHA in 2020. The 
information below shares preliminary details about the most recent fatalities reported to 
MIOSHA which are believed to be covered by the MIOSH Act. The description reflects 
information provided to MIOSHA at the initial report of the incident and is not the result of the 
official MIOSHA investigation. To report fatalities/catastrophes, call MIOSHA at 800-858-0397. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/cetrca
https://www.michigan.gov/miosha
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(g1chdyelhkhcsr55245brtaa))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-154-of-1974.pdf


 
Preliminary summaries of the most recent incidents: 
On Jan. 23, at approximately 9 a.m., a 66-year-old owner was performing maintenance 
underneath a raised fork truck. The fork truck came down from the support and the owner was 
found underneath the fork truck. First responders determined the owner died from blunt force 
trauma. 
On May 6, at approximately 3:40 p.m., a 48-year-old ironworker was performing bolt-ups while on 
the main rack and fell 25-feet to the ground below. 
There were 37 MIOSHA-covered deaths in 2019. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Visit our 
website for a complete listing. Every life is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every 
employee goes home at the end of every shift unharmed. 
If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here to help. The 
Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division provides workplace safety and health training 
and consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan, free of charge. Contact 
CET today at 800-866-4674 or request CET services online. 
 

AGENCY INSTRUCTION ISSUED 
 
Apr. 28, 2020 – Heat-related Illness Inspections 
 
MEDIA 
 

May 15, 2020 – MIOSHA Workplace Guidelines, New Hotline to Protect Workers; Employers 
must take necessary precautions to reduce the spread of COVID-19 
May 6, 2020 – State Provides Best Practice Guidelines to Protect Workers as Construction 
Industry Reopens 

 
VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published online at 
www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances.  
 

QUICK LINKS 
Air Contaminants Initiative 
Asbestos Program 
DVD/Video Library Service  
Hazard Communication/GHS 
Michigan Alliances 
MIOSHA FOIA Request 
MIOSHA Publications 
MIOSHA Recordkeeping 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
MIOSHA Updates 
Telephone, Mailing and Email Addresses 
 
Visit our website to subscribe to our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more information about MIOSHA activities, visit www.michigan.gov/miosha.   

Like us on  Facebook, follow on  Twitter and subscribe to our  YouTube channel.  
 

 

 

 
 

LEO is an equal opportunity employer. 

https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-78421_11407_30929-302610--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca
https://adms.apps.lara.state.mi.us/File/ViewDmsDocument/12886
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-529381--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-529381--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-528335--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-528335--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances
http://www.michigan.gov/aircontam
http://www.michigan.gov/asbestos
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavideos
http://www.michigan.gov/ghs
http://www.michigan.gov/alliance
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336--357931--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshapublications
http://www.michigan.gov/recordkeeping
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards
http://www.michigan.gov/mti
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshaupdates
http://www.michigan.gov/contactmiosha
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILEO/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILEO_1
http://www.michigan.gov/miosha
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI

