MiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting
February 24, 2025, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
The Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Mi
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CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Chair, Szurpicki.

ROLL CALL, WELCOME, APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Schrauben conducted the roll call. Szurpicki welcomed everyone and invited a vote on
the consent agenda and last council meeting minutes. Winston motioned to approve;
Graham seconded. Motion was put to a vote of the Council members. All were in favor.
No objections. Motion approved.

LEO GOALS AND MISTEM CONNECTIONS

Kimberly Trent, Deputy Director of Prosperity for the Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity (LEO) welcomed everyone and re-centered the alignment of
MiSTEM'’s work within LEO’s state workforce plan and agency goals and applauded
MiSTEM’s efforts connecting across other Michigan state agencies such as EGLE,
DTMB, and MDE.

Council Members Owsley and Zemke raised questions on the funding landscape in the
upcoming years at the state level, given the changes in the federal level. Trent
responded that LEO focuses on being innovative and creative about making existing
funding more accessible. Trent also emphasized the strong commitment that LEO has
under the leadership of Director Corbin to invest in the workforce of the 215t century.
LEO is the home of entrepreneurship, Trent said, which means schools and
communities must work together to build the future workforce. Trent noted that MiISTEM
is a great example of this collective approach.

GOVENOR'’S VISION & BUDGET FOR STEM AND EDUCATION

Emma Young, Education Policy Advisor for Governor Whitmer, presented highlights
from the recently released Executive Budget. Governor Whitmer is focused on the per
pupil investment with attention to improving student outcomes in math and literacy.
Additionally, the budget proposal includes an increase in the base allocation for
MiSTEM regions.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Requested public comments from attendees. There were none at this time.

STEM SHOWCASE -THE HENRY FORD ACADEMY

Geoffrey Young, Principal of the Henry Ford Academy and two teachers, Danielle
Quenon and Matthew Pazur, shared their 3P learning model with the Advisory Council.
Principal Young spoke in detail around the deep connection between storytelling and
learning and emphasized empathy as a core driver of student learning so that students
feel empowered to identify problems within their communities and learn to innovate
solutions. Quenon shared specific examples of how the administration at Henry Ford
Academy fosters a supportive and trusting environment for educators to trial new
problem-based learning units. Pazur spoke about how projects are traditionally seen as
the culminating assessment tool for student understanding but Henry Ford’s 3P model
allows the project to be the vehicle for the student learning. Many of the projects




undertaken at Henry Ford are supported through partnerships with local businesses.
Council member Zemke asked the teachers what it was like adjusting to teaching in a
3P way. Quenon shared that originally, she felt overwhelmed when trying to figure out
how to cover the science standards in her units but quickly realized that 3P allows her to
cover multiple standards across a variety of problem-based real-world learning
experiences. Additionally, having administrative support and feedback has been crucial
to her success.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

Chair Szurpicki made a request for council member volunteers to join an ad-hoc
strategic planning workgroup to discuss specific measurable outcomes over the next
two years.

STEM SHOWCASE -CHATTANOOGA, TN FAB LABS

Ann Thomspon and Alex Shelton with Ford shared about their recent site visit to
Chattanooga, TN to see a Fab Lab model that Ford Innovation Labs could potentially
translate to Michigan. The lab model intentionally integrates human centered skills that
set students up with core skills for success in a variety of manufacturing careers. Ford
added that they hope other Michigan companies will take an interest in building out a
network of Fab Labs so that more Michiganders can benefit from this model.

WRAP UP AND ADJOURN

Schrauben discussed upcoming council meetings in June and September. Dr. Vassar
motioned to end the meeting and Winston seconded. All council members in favor, no
objections. The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 p.m.

Drafted 3-11-25, R. Nadadur, M. Schrauben, H. Walsh
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