MiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting
June 24, 2025, 1:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
EUPISD, Sault Ste. Marie, Ml

Council Members Present:
Gail Alpert

Jeannette Bradshaw (South Bend, Indiana)

Delsa Chapman, Ed.D. (Lansing)
Lee Graham (Indianapolis)
Madison Sliwa (Senator Lindsey)
Olivia Ammerman (Rep. Kunse)
Heidi Maltby-Skodack

MiSTEM State Staff Present:
Rajalakshmi Nadadur
Megan Schrauben

MiSTEM Staff Present:
Samantha Baruah, Playbook
Anderson Boatman, Region 1
Betsy Diegel, Region 10

Brian Dotson, Region 9

Emily Geiger-Dedo, Region 16
Scott Heister, Region 2

Greg Johnson, Region 3
Charlene Jones, Math/S/E Collab
Sarah Keenan-Lechel, Region 6
Kim Kocsis, Region 5

Guests Present:
Sarah Galey

Jill Holden
Spencer Lucker
Lisa Miller

CALL TO ORDER

Kathleen Owsley

Jade Jordan (Senator Polehanki)
Dr. Rema Reynolds Vassar
David Rowe

Sarah Szurpicki, Chair

Wendy A. Winston

Adam F. Zemke

Halley Walsh

Stefanie Marshall, Playbook
Mark Muzzin, Region 4
Laura Percival, Region 12
Sarah Roche, Region 13
Ginger Rohwer, Region 8
Lisa Siegel, Region 7

Chris Standerford, Region 15
Kevin St. Onge, Region 14
Larry Wyn, CS Collaborative
Kristen Zagorski, Region 11

Heidi Schweingruber
Alycia Sterenberg Mahon
Emma Young

Cody Williams

Meeting was called to order at 1:08 p.m. by Chair, Szurpicki.

ROLL CALL, WELCOME, APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Schrauben conducted the roll call. Szurpicki welcomed everyone and invited a vote on
the consent agenda and last council meeting minutes. Rowe motioned to approve;
Maltby-Skodack seconded. Motion was put to a vote of the Council members. All were
in favor. No objections. Motion approved.



GOVERNOR'’S VISION & BUDGET for STEM and EDUCATION

Emma Young, Education Policy Advisor in the Executive Office of the Governor
presented on the status of the draft budget. The Executive budget recommended an
increase in MISTEM funding, the Senate voted to keep allocations the same, the House
voted to zero out the funding lines and roll them in to per pupil allocations. Conference
meetings are underway. No budget updates to share yet. Young commented on the
usefulness of the Annual Report, being thoughtful and purposeful. Council member
Rowe asked if there is anything council members can do to support the budget process.
Young advised connecting directly with legislators if able.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Requested public comments from both virtual and in-person attendees. There were
none at this time.

STEM SHOWCASE — OFFICE OF RURAL PROSPERITY

Lisa Miller, Director of Partnerships and Engagement for LEQO’s Office of Rural
Prosperity, presented their work and shared opportunities for alignment with the
MiSTEM network. In response to questions from the audience, Miller shared the Office’s
definition of ‘rural’ and ‘prosperity’ clarifying that the goal of the Office is to create
resilience and a connected network of rural communities. Miller also shared the details
of the current funding programs administered by the Office. The Region Directors
representing rural areas were invited to share their thoughts and feedback. The Region
Directors shared some of the systemic barriers experienced by rural communities in
their regions such as cost of living for educators, CTE opportunities for students, grant
writing support for applicants, etc. Miller indicated interest in working closely with
MISTEM to address these barriers. Chair Szurpicki requested that the Office include the
Region Directors in their efforts to build the network of rural communities to eliminate
redundancy in network building.

ANNUAL REPORT

Walsh presented key data highlights from this grant cycle and congratulated the network
on securing almost $7 million in outside grant funds. The council was asked if the
current draft report needs any revisions prior to submission to the legislature. No
adjustments needed for the current report. Szurpicki suggested that future reports
contain legislative district breakdown of MISTEM’s impact, if data allows for it.
Schrauben presented the committee’s focus for improvement for next year: best
practices for educator externships, tracking in-kind and leveraged funds, recognizing
importance of partnership types and continuing to communicate shared values.

REAFFIRM STATE STEM STRATEGY

The council engaged in a discussion around potential updates to the four pillars of the
state STEM strategy. Zemke motioned to affirm the current state STEM strategy,
Winston seconded. Motion was put to a vote of the Council members. All were in favor.




No objections. Motion approved. Zemke commented that solvency is minimal and
recommended for being aspirational. A Council subcommittee plans to have additional
conversations around potential adjustments to culture statements and drafting of the
FY27 council recommendations.

INFORMATIONAL UPDATES, COMMITTEE UPDATES

Schrauben asked if any council members had questions about the written committee
updates. No questions. Discussed calendar for 2026 quarterly. Council members had a
dialogue around potentially shifting the June dates to better align with legislator
availability. The council will meet as a subcommittee to continue the scheduling
conversation.

WRAP UP AND ADJOURN
Winston motioned to end the meeting. Graham seconded. All council members in favor,
no objections. The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m.

Drafted 6-30-25, R. Nadadur, M. Schrauben, H. Walsh
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