MIiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting

September 29, 2025, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
WSCC, Scottville, Ml

Council Members Present:

Gail S. Alpert

Jeannette Bradshaw

Delsa Chapman, Ed.D.

Lee Graham (Detroit)

Heidi Maltby-Skodack
Kathleen Owsley (Plymouth)

Council Members Absent:

Senator Jonathan Lindsey
Representative Tom Kunse
Senator Dayna Polehanki

MiSTEM State Staff Present:

Rajalakshmi Nadadur
Megan Schrauben

MiSTEM Staff Present:

Samantha Baruah, Playbook

Lori Henrickson, Region 1

Betsy Diegel, Region 10

Brian Dotson, Region 9

Emily Geiger-Dedo, Region 16
Donald Walker, Region 2

Greg Johnson, Region 3
Charlene Jones, Math/S/E Collab
Sarah Keenan-Lechel, Region 6
Kim Kocsis, Region 5

Guests Present:

Sarah Galey-Horn
Jill Griffin

Holly Reed

Ruth Anne Hodges
Mike Klein

Dr. Rema Reynolds Vassar
David Rowe (Houghton)

Sarah Szurpicki, Chair (Detroit)
Wendy Winston (Grand Rapids)
Adam F. Zemke (Novi)

Vacant Representative

Halley Walsh

Stefanie Marshall, Playbook
Mark Muzzin, Region 4
Laura Percival, Region 12
Sarah Roche, Region 13
Ginger Rohwer, Region 8
Lisa Siegel, Region 7

Chris Standerford, Region 15
Kevin St. Onge, Region 14
Larry Wyn, CS Collaborative

Kristin Everett

Alycia Sterenberg Mahon
Brittney Liggett

Kathy Surd

Danielle West



Leanne Weber Rashell Bowerman
Linnea Gibson



CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m. by Chair, Szurpicki.

ROLL CALL, WELCOME, APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Schrauben conducted the roll call. Szurpicki welcomed everyone and invited a vote on
the consent agenda and last council meeting minutes. Zemke motioned to approve;
Reynolds Vassar seconded. Motion was put to a vote of the Council members. All were
in favor. No objections. Motion approved. Schrauben welcomed new MiSTEM staff.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Requested public comments from both virtual and in-person attendees. There were
none at this time.

FY27 ADVISORY COUNCIL RECOMENDATIONS

Szurpicki asked the council members to reflect on what they had seen and learned on
day 1 of the quarterly meeting. The leadership and foundation created for sustainability
of MiISTEM collaborative work was praised.

Zemke provided updates on the state budget currently being finalized. Zemke
expressed hope in seeing a state budget by October 1 and thanked everyone at
MiSTEM including the Council members for their advocacy in sharing MiSTEM’s story
from different perspectives. Zemke requested everyone to wait for official notifications
and to continue the work.

Szurpicki discussed the unusual situation of having to plan for next year without a state
budget and explained that the Council has decided to proceed as usual with an
assumption that the budget will be the same as FY25. Szurpicki clarified that any
changes will be worked out by the state team; should the budget see significant
changes, a new council meeting would be called.

Council members did not have additional questions or discussions. FY26 State budget
passage will impact these proposed recommendations.

FY26 ADVISORY COUNCIL GRANTS

Schrauben took the council through the historical evolution of the Advisory Council
grant. FY25 council recommendations were brought forward to continue progression in
FY26. Grand Valley State University and Washtenaw ISD will continue to fiscal this work
in FY26. The council subcommittee will work with state staff to determine final
allocations by Dec. 15 contingent upon passage of the FY26 budget. Graham made the
motion to approve the subcommittee recommendations and Reynolds Vassar
seconded. All were in favor. Motion passed. Collaborative leads Dr. Jones and Larry
Wyn presented proposed programming plans.




INFORMATIONAL UPDATES
No questions arose from the updates.

WRAP UP AND ADJOURN
Reynolds Vassar motioned to end the meeting. Maltby-Skodack seconded. All council
members in favor, no objections. The meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m.

Drafted 9-30-25, R. Nadadur, M. Schrauben, H. Walsh
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