MiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting
February 23, 2026, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Virtual/Online — Michigan
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Alycia Sterenberg Mahon
Kathy Surd
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CALL TO ORDER
Virtual meeting was called to order at 3:01 p.m. by Chair, Szurpicki.

ROLL CALL, WELCOME, APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Executive Director Schrauben conducted the roll call. Chair Szurpicki invited a vote on
the consent agenda and last Council meeting minutes. Rowe motioned to approve;
Reaves seconded. Motion was put to a vote of the Council members. All were in favor.
No objections. Motion approved.

GOVERNOR’S VISION & BUDGET FOR STEM AND EDUCATION

Emma Young, Deputy Director of Policy in the Executive Office of the Governor, joined
to share highlights from the recently released executive budget. The draft budget
demonstrates continued investments in supporting K-12 literacy goals including a 2.5%
increase in foundational per pupil allowance. The Governor is recommending an $8
million restoration of MISTEM services and $12 million in additional math pathways
supports. All education investments are aligned with the State’s 60x30 goals. Chair
Szurpicki opened the conversation to council members for questions. Zemke thanked
the Governor and Deputy Director Young for their continued support of MiISTEM. Chair
Szurpicki asked what Council members can do throughout this ongoing budget process.
Deputy Director Young shared that Council members can continue to advocate for
MiSTEM to show up in both the House and Senate budget drafts.

STATE BUDGET UPDATE

Susan Corbin, Director of the Ml Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO)
joined to share highlights from LEO's executive budget draft. Workforce development
remains a priority focus for the State of Michigan with suggested continued investments
in high tech jobs, protecting workers, growing communities, and economic development.
Director Corbin reiterated the Governor's focus on literacy and how MiSTEM supports
these efforts. The conversation centered on how MiSTEM'’s ecosystem approach to
STEM initiatives will continue to be crucial to implementing the State’s Maritime Strategy
and Al in the Workforce plan. Council member Zemke expressed excitement about
digging into both reports. Council member Maltby- Skodack thanked Director Corbin for
her continuous advocacy of MiISTEM and emphasized that ultimately MiSTEM is a
workforce initiative. Director Corbin concluded by stating that MiSTEM is critical for
building pathways to high-wage jobs.

FY26 COMMUNICATIONS AND FUNDING STRATEGY UPDATE

Executive Director Schrauben began by re-centering the audience in MiISTEM’s core
values and strategy to empower the next generation of innovators and finished with a
review of finances. Critical budget shortages for preserving the Network infrastructure
have been closed. Closing the gap for fiscal support to provide services is a primary
focus. Council member Owsley led the group through updates on MiISTEM'’s
communications and funding strategies. Owsley spoke about ways to intentionally




activate Council members to support regions in connection with funding opportunities.
Executive Director Schrauben closed this section by highlighting how challenges this
fiscal year have spotlighted growth opportunities across the network that will help us
improve meeting our legislative responsibilities of aligning resources across the State.

FY26 ADAPTATIONS FOR SUSTAINABILITY AND TRANSITION

Larry Wyn, MiISTEM Advisory Council grant lead and Brian Dotson, Region 9 MiSTEM
Director presented Network needs survey results to the council. The Council was given
time to discuss the results with key themes emerging related to exploring ways to
maximize collaboration with limited funding, streamline procedures, and develop a
statewide strategic implementation plan for the State STEM Strategy. Calendars and
meeting opportunities will be updated after the steering committee reviews all final
feedback at the March 24 meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Szurpicki requested public comments.

Executive Director Megan Schrauben shared a comment on behalf of absent Region 3
MiSTEM Director who is requesting support for employer engagement at the May
Meaningful Math and STEM Student Showcase.

Lisa Seigel, Region 7 MiSTEM Director, shared highlights from an event at Charlotte
Upper Elementary in Mid-Michigan. The educator attended a 3P training hosted by
Eaton RESA and brought learning back to their 51" grade classroom to facilitate a
hands-on design-thinking project-based activity that culminated in a showcase event
where students displayed and celebrated their thoughtful wagon designs.

No additional public comments.

MISTEM UPDATES

Council member Dr. Chapman shared that in a recently released report from The XQ
Institute, Michigan was identified as one of 10 states that met six of 10 policy goals for
modernizing high schools to prepare students with the skills they need for careers. No
state met more than six goals. Dr. Chapman attributed this success to the collaborative
efforts of the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) and LEO.

Executive Director Schrauben requested Council feedback and volunteers to participate
on two separate workgroups. One workgroup will help determine annual evaluation
report highlights and annual recommendations and the other will support designing
grant criteria for the proposed FY27 budget. MISTEM State Staff will be scheduling
workgroup meetings and adjusting upcoming quarterly calendar holds. The May
MiSTEM quarterly will be virtual with topics TBD during the next steering committee



meeting. Advisory Council meetings will continue as planned and publicly posted on the
LEO website.

WRAP UP AND ADJOURN
Chapman motioned to adjourn the meeting. Maltby-Skodack seconded. All Council
members in favor, no objections. The meeting was adjourned at 4:56 p.m.

Drafted 02-27-26, M. Schrauben, H. Walsh
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