
 

MiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting 
May 11, 2026, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Virtual/Online – Michigan 

 Council Present: 
Gail S. Alpert (West Bloomfield) 
Jeannette Bradshaw (Ortonville) 
Delsa Chapman, Ed.D. (Lansing) 
Lee Graham (Holly) 
Kathleen Owsley (Wayne County) 
Dan Myckowiak for Senator Dayna Polehanki 
(Lansing) 
 

David Rowe (Houghton) 
Sarah Szurpicki, Chair (Detroit) 
Wendy Winston (Kent County) 
Adam F. Zemke, Vice Chair (Ann 
Arbor) 

Council Absent: 
Representative Tom Kunse         Michelle Reaves (Detroit) 
Senator Jonathan Lindsey 
Heidi Maltby-Skodack  

      Vacant Representative 
 

 
MiSTEM State Staff Present: 
Megan Schrauben             Halley Walsh 

              
MiSTEM Network Staff Present: 
Samantha Baruah, Playbook  
Betsy Diegel, Region 10, 11 
Brian Dotson, Region 9 
Lori Henrickson, Region 1 
Greg Johnson, Region 3 
Charlene Jones, AC Grant 
Kim Kocsis, Region 5 
Stefanie Marshall, Playbook 

          Mark Muzzin, Region 4 
          Laura Percival, Region 12 
          Sarah Roche, Region 13 
          Lisa Seigel, Region 7 
          Chris Standerford, Region 15 
          Donald Walker, Region 2 
          Danielle West, AC Grant 
          Larry Wyn, AC Grant 

  
Guests Present: 
Susan Corbin 
Kristin Everett 
Denise Flannery 
Mike Klein 
Spencer Lucker 
Michael Pillay 
 

          Holly Reed  
          Alycia Sterenberg Mahon 
          Kathy Surd 
          Candace Vinson 
          Cody Williams 
       

CALL TO ORDER  
Virtual meeting was called to order at 3:01 p.m. by Chair, Szurpicki.   
  
ROLL CALL, WELCOME, APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  
Executive Director Schrauben conducted the roll call. Chair Szurpicki invited a vote on the 
consent agenda Graham motioned to approve; Zemke seconded. Motion was put to a vote 
of the Council members. All were in favor. No objections. Motion approved.   



 

GOVERNOR’S VISION & BUDGET FOR STEM AND EDUCATION   
Emma Young, Deputy Director of Policy in the Executive Office of the Governor, joined 
to share insights on the budget conference meetings between the House and Senate. The 
Executive budget recommends $8 million in MiSTEM funding and the Senate confers. While 
the House did not include specific MiSTEM funding, they did include $50 million for STEM 
supports directly to districts including the creation of a committee for STEM achievement 
that would be tasked with evaluating and ranking curriculum and professional 
development opportunities. Young shared that it is encouraging that STEM is included in all 
three branch budgets. Chair Szurpicki asked Young if she has any insight into the House 
budget offering a new STEM line item. Young shared that it is unclear if the House is 
unfamiliar with MiSTEM or if they just want to try something new and that ongoing 
conference conversations will continue to center MiSTEM’s existing work and 
infrastructure. Winston asked about the House boilerplate language specifying the STEM 
committee approve only five curricular options. As an educator she shared her experience 
around the need for grade band specific curriculum and that having a limit could be an 
unintended challenge.  
  
STATE OFFICE UPDATE  
Susan Corbin, Director of the MI Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity 
(LEO) joined to share department updates around budget conference and introduce 
Spencer Lucker as LEO’s new Special Advisor. LEO continues to advocate on behalf of the 
Governor’s executive budget which is looking to secure $25 million to support local 
MiWorks! agencies in aligning with Federal Medicaid work requirements rules that are soon 
to take effect. LEO also supports the recommendation for $5 million for registered 
apprenticeships and $8 million for MiSTEM. Corbin introduced Spencer Lucker who will be 
supporting integration of MiSTEM into existing and emerging LEO initiatives. Lucker is 
excited to continue collaborating with MiSTEM. Chair Szurpicki opened the conversation up 
to Council questions. Rowe thanked Director Corbin and Lucker for their continued 
support and asked if there was any update to the work project funding that had been 
paused earlier this year. Corbin relayed that the matter is still being reviewed by the courts, 
but that LEO will be paying close attention to that decision. Additionally, she recommended 
tuning in to the upcoming revenue estimating presentation as it will inform the conference 
process as the budget is finalized.   
  
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Chair Szurpicki requested public comments.  
 
Dr. Chapman shared that MDE will be presenting their recently released Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) guidance to the State Board of Education this week. Professional learning 
opportunities will become available in the fall for educators and MDE is committed to 
supporting districts with quality AI resources as they become available.    
 
STEM SHOWCASE   



 

Grantees from MiSTEM Network Regions, Advisory Council, and Playbook grants shared 
high-level program achievements that were made possible because of the MiSTEM’s 
infrastructure that has grown over the past eight years. Graham, Szurpicki, Alpert, and 
Chapman all thanked the presenters for inspiring showcase highlights.  
 
Dr. Jones, who leads the Science & Engineering and Math MiSTEM Collaboratives presented 
an update on two in-progress deliverables 1) Michigan STEM Learning Pathways Series, 2) 
Michigan Asset Map – Culturally Responsive STEM. These deliverables will help the Council 
and public understand the current landscape of STEM learning opportunities for various 
parts of the education system including pre- and in-service teachers, consultants and 
district and building administrators. Dr. Jones made recommendations to the Council 
highlighting the need for continued leadership from State staff and Council members to 
move the statewide STEM strategy forward.  
  
FOCUS FOR FY27, STATE STEM STRAGEY, ANNUAL REPORT  
Walsh presented a timeline for completing the MiSTEM annual report. Winston moved to 
allow a subcommittee to review and approve the report, Graham seconded. Motion was 
put to a vote of the Council members. All were in favor. No objections. Motion approved.   
 
Everett Evaluation (EE) and Science and Mathematics Program Improvement shared initial 
data highlights including qualitative interviews with teachers who have participated in 3P 
professional development and 5th grade students from the Western UP who are 
participating in employer informed CAD curriculum through one of the MEDC/MiSTEM 
grants awarded in 2024. EE’s interview and survey findings show that teachers who have 
attended 3P professional learning are extending those integrated teaching practices 
beyond STEM-specific lessons. Students who have participated in the co-designed CAD 
curriculum had increased confidence in their understanding of CAD and jobs that utilize it.  
 
Schrauben shared what we set out to do and have achieved in FY26 and the current plan for 
what we intend to achieve in FY27. Schrauben asked the Council to continue to think about 
our current pillars and if there is a need to revise/adjust the state STEM strategy. Chair 
Szurpicki shared that the pillars still feel relevant and invited discussion from the Council. 
Alpert asked if the Council wants to be more specific about encouraging STEM careers. 
Schrauben provided background on our current measurements of STEM belonging in 
students and STEM teaching self-efficacy for educators and shared that there is an 
opportunity to be more explicit about career connections since it is named as an outcome 
in current boilerplate. Conversation will continue after the full annual data presentation to 
the Council and budget passage.  
   
WRAP UP AND ADJOURN  
Graham motioned to adjourn the meeting. Bradshaw seconded. All Council members in 
favor, no objections. The meeting was adjourned at 5:04 p.m.    
  
Drafted 05-13-26, M. Schrauben, H. Walsh 
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