MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT CF
LABOR & ECONOMIC - WORKFORCE
OPPORTUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO)
Workforce Development (WD) — Adult Education

Section 107a, State School Aid Act

ADULT EDUCATION INNOVATION PROGRAM
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

LEO-WD is pleased to announce the release of a second round of Request for
Proposals (RFP) to support innovative approaches that lead to increased participant
enrollment, retention, and completion of adult education programming. This funding
opportunity was made possible by a $15 million investment in Section 107a of the State
School Aid Act (Public Act 320 of 2023). The purpose of the funding is to pilot evidence-
based and scalable innovations to equitably and effectively serve adult learners,
including adults without a high school diploma or equivalency and English language
learners. The innovation funding is intended to complement the additional $10 million
allocated to increase capacity and strengthen the adult education system under Section
107 of the State School Aid Act.

For this second round of applications, there is approximately $5 million of funding
available.

The innovations may include, but are not limited to, synchronous and asynchronous
program delivery, wraparound supports for participants, alignment between adult
education services and postsecondary education, colocation with Michigan Works! or
community colleges, and high-quality professional development for adult education
staff. The applicant must demonstrate how the proposed innovation builds off existing
research and best practices to support achievement of the defined goals.

The innovation programs should align with the Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity, Workforce Development (LEO-WD) priorities:

e Expand access to adult education services.

e Ensure equity in the delivery of services.

e Ensure services are high-quality and utilize best practices and evidence-based

research.
¢ Build equitable career pathways to high-wage careers.
¢ Increase the number of adults in Michigan with a secondary credential.
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Eligible applicants include adult education providers and community colleges funded
under Section 107 with demonstrated experience serving adult learners. Adult
education providers that are not a school district, intermediate school district, or
community college must apply in partnership with an eligible fiscal agent for their
application to be considered. The fiscal agent may not use more than 5% of the total
award for administration costs for serving as the fiscal agent. The provider(s) are
required to participate in the community of practice, program evaluation, and
identification of best practices to scale the pilot program(s) statewide.

Applicants are encouraged to partner with other entities and organizations, as
appropriate. Recommended partners include, but are not limited to, other adult
education providers in the community or region, school districts, postsecondary
education institutions, workforce agencies, community organizations, and employers.

The Section 107a Adult Education Innovation Programs will be administered by LEO-
WD in partnership with TalentFirst, an organization that has experience convening
stakeholders to evaluate leading practices and is dedicated to improving the adult
education system in Michigan. TalentFirst will play a critical role in the pilot by offering
support to applicants and providing technical assistance and facilitating communities of
practice for grantees.

LEO-WD will be offering an optional bidder’s workshop open to potential applicants on
January 23, 2025 at 1:30 p.m. via Microsoft Teams. Registration for the workshop is
not required. Click here to join the workshop. The bidder’'s workshop will provide an
overview of the grant requirements and an opportunity to ask questions. The workshop
will be recorded and made available on the LEO-WD website.

TalentFirst will be offering optional Design Labs open to all potential applicants. The
Design Labs are an opportunity for applicants to receive support and guidance to
develop high-quality, competitive proposals that will result in sustainable and scalable
innovations that improve enrollment in, and completion of, adult education programs.
Applicants interested in participating in the Design Labs should submit the interest form
to TalentFirst by 5:00pm on January 7, 2025. The form can be accessed here.

The 2025 Section 107a application (Adult Education Innovation Programs) will be made
available in NexSys (Next Generation Grant, Application and Cash Management) by
February 1, 2025, and the deadline for submission is by 11:59 p.m. on April 8, 2025.

Questions regarding the application must be sent to LEO-AdultEd@michigan.gov.
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https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/wd/funding-opportunities
https://talentfirst.net/adult-education-innovation
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