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I. OVERVIEW

A high school equivalency (HSE) certificate is granted by the State of Michigan for the
passage of an approved HSE test series. The two test series approved by the Michigan
Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, Workforce Development (LEO-WD) for
the attainment of a State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificate are the General
Equivalency Diploma (GED®) test series developed by GED Testing Service (GEDTS) and
the High School Equivalency Test (HISET®) test series administered by PSI Services.

The State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificate shall be recognized as the
equivalent to a high school diploma for purposes such as enrollment in postsecondary
education, advanced training programs or employment opportunities.

Il. TEST SERIES

Both the GED® and HIiSET® are nationally recognized test series that measure academic
skills and are available in English and Spanish versions.

The GED® test series has four subject areas: Math, Reasoning Through Language Arts
(i.e., Reading and Writing), Science and Social Studies. More information on the GED® is
available on the official GED® website, which provides details about testing, preparation,
and registration.

The HISET® test series has five subject areas: Math, Language Arts Reading, Language
Arts Writing, Science and Social Studies. More information on the HISET® is available on
the official HISET® website, which provides details about testing, preparation, and
registration.

[ll. TEST FORMAT

The GED® test series is delivered via computer and can be taken either in-person at an
authorized test center or online through the Online Proctored (OP) GED® option.

To take the Online Proctored (OP) GED® test, individuals must have access to a computer
with a webcam, microphone, and a stable internet connection. Before scheduling,
test-takers are strongly encouraged to run a system check using the GED® Test OnVUE
system test to ensure their equipment meets the technical requirements. This includes
verifying internet speed, webcam functionality, and compatibility with the OnVUE software.

The HISET® test can be offered at an authorized testing center as a computer-based test
or as a paper-based test, or online through the HISET @ Home®. Testers that are
interested in the HISET @ Home® are strongly encouraged to run a system check via PSI
Online Proctoring Compatibility Check to ensure their computer meets the requirements for
online testing.
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IV. AGE REQUIREMENTS

Minimum Age Requirement

Individuals must be 18 years of age or older to take the GED® or HISET® in Michigan.
LEO-WD may waive the minimum age requirement under certain circumstances for those
who are 16 or 17 years of age if it is deemed in their best interest.

Age Waivers

Consideration for testing may be given to minors 16 or 17 years of age that possess the
academic skills needed to pass the test series, if it is deemed in their best interest by the
parent or guardian, the minor, and the school administrator (when applicable).

To be considered for an age waiver, the individual must:
e Be 16 or 17 years of age;

e Have established Michigan residency; and

» Have withdrawn from high school or alternative high school.

Individuals requesting an age waiver in Michigan must complete and submit the Michigan
High School Equivalency Age Waiver Request Form. The form must include:

e A written and signed statement by the minor explaining why HSE testing is in their
best interest;

e The parent or guardian's signature;
e The name and contact information of the school last attended;
e The last day of attendance or withdrawal date;

e The signature of the school administrator or designee from the school last attended
(when applicable);

e A copy of a government-issued identification (ID) to verify the minor's date of birth
(e.g., birth certificate, state ID card, driver’s license, or passport)

e Documentation to verify Michigan residency.

Waivers for Home-Schooled Minors

For minors who are home-schooled, a statement that they were home-schooled should be
included. The age waiver form must still include the signature of the parent or guardian,
but a school administrator’s signature is not required. The last day for homeschooling is
reported as the last day of attendance.

Waivers for Military Enlistment

Applicants who are 17 years of age and seeking enlistment in a branch of the United
States Armed Forces must submit the age waiver form, as well as a written request from
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the recruiting office. The request must confirm that the individual has met all military
enlistment requirements except for the high school diploma or equivalency.

Special Circumstances

Minors that are Michigan National Guard Youth Challenge graduates, residents of a
juvenile detention or treatment facility, or court-ordered to earn an HSE certificate submit
the Michigan High School Equivalency Alternate Age Waiver Request Form. The form
includes signatures from the minor and a court-appointed representative or facility
administrator. These signatures confirm that the minor is 16 or 17 years of age; age
verification or residency documentation is not required.

Age Waiver Form Submission

The age waiver form must be completed in its entirety. Once completed, please submit
the form along with age verification and residency documentation to
LEO-HSEProgram@michigan.gov.

LEO-WD may request additional documentation if necessary to process an age waiver
request.

V. RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS

There is not a residency requirement for individuals 18 years of age or older. Individuals
that are 16 or 17 years of age must have established residency in Michigan for LEO-WD to
approve a waiver to the minimum age requirement.

LEO-WD accepts the following documents to verify residency:
e Driver’s license
e State ID card
e Driver's license of parent or guardian

e Utility bill or lease agreement of parent or guardian

e Withdrawal letter with administrator signature if the last high school attended was in
Michigan

VI. IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Testers are required to provide one valid form of ID. The ID must be government-issued
and not expired. It must include the tester’s name, date of birth, signature and a
photograph.

LEO-WD accepts the following forms of ID:

e Driver’s license
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e Passport
e State ID card
e Military ID

There may be situations where an individual may not be able to obtain traditional
government-issued identification, such as individuals that are homeless, in youth offender
programs, or residing in halfway houses. In these instances, LEO-WD will work with the
individual and GEDTS or PSI to determine an appropriate and acceptable form of
identification.

VIl. ACCOMMODATIONS

Testers requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act
Amendments Act (ADAAA) must submit a request to their chosen test series — GED® or
HIiSET® — before scheduling their exam. All accommodation requests are reviewed on a
case-by-case basis and may include, but are not limited to, options such as extended
testing time, additional breaks, or a separate testing room.

¢ View GED® test accommodation requirements
e View HISET® test accommodation requirements

VIIl. TESTING FEES

There is a fee of $43.50 for each GED® subject area test for a total of $174.00 to complete
the test series without retakes. The fee includes the cost of the test, as well as state
administration and test center fees.

The fee for each HISET® subject area test is $23.00 plus a $30.00 annual administration
fee. The administration fee is charged at the first scheduled test of each calendar year, so
the first subject area test of the year would be $53.00. If a tester begins testing at the end
of a calendar year and continues testing into the next year, the $30 annual administration
fee would be charged again when a subject area test is scheduled in the new year. The
total fee to complete the HiISET® test series is $145.00, if completed in the same calendar
year and without retakes.

The fee for each HISET @ Home® subject area test is $32.50. The total cost for
HISET @ Home® is $192.50, if completed in the same calendar year and without retakes.

IX. REQUIREMENTS FOR RETESTING

GED® Retesting

Individuals that are testing in-person at an authorized test center are permitted to take
a GED® subject area test and two subsequent retakes in that subject area with no
restrictions between retakes. There is a mandatory 60-day waiting period for attempts
after the third testing attempt.
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Individuals that are taking the OP GED® test may retest in a subject area once after the
initial OP testing attempt with no wait time. After the second OP test attempt, there is a
mandatory 60-day waiting period for each subsequent OP retake in that subject area.

On a case-by-case basis, GEDTS may review and make exceptions to the retake policy
and waive the 60-day waiting period. In such cases, testers will need to contact GEDTS
directly to request a waiver. Waivers are typically approved within 30 days.

The following are examples which may justify granting a waiver of the 60-day wait period:
e Loss of a job unless the GED® credential is earned;
e Loss of an impending job opportunity without the GED® credential;

e Requirement by an educational institution for the GED® credential, without which
the tester will lose placement in the program; or

¢ An unusual situation in which the person is required to leave the country due to an
immigration matter and needs to complete the GED® test before traveling.

HiSET® Retesting

For the HISET®, testers are permitted to take a subject area test up to three times during
each of the following two periods in a calendar year:

e January 1 - June 30

e July 1 - December 31
A tester can attempt a maximum of six (6) tests per subject area in a 12-month period.
X. DISCOUNTED RETAKES

Testing fees may be discounted when a tester receives a non-passing score on a subject
area test. The discounted rate is not available for retaking a passed subject area test to
improve the score.

GED® Discounted Retakes

GEDTS offers a discounted retake to testers for each failed attempt on a GED® subject
area test taken in-person at an authorized test center. The discounted retake is $10.00 and
is valid for 12 months after the initial subject area test attempt. If the retake results in a
non-passing score, the third attempt will be at the full price of $43.50. The retake offer
(one full price: one discount) repeats until the test is passed.

The discounted retake does not apply to testers who opt to take the OP GED® test.
Although testers may alternate between in-person GED® testing and OP GED® testing, the
discounted rate is only applicable when the full-price subject area test was taken at an
authorized test center. Therefore, if a tester changes from in-person to OP testing to retake
the subject area test, there is no discounted retake for the OP testing.
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HISET® Discounted Retakes

Testers that do not pass a HiISET® subject area test taken in-person or through the
HISET @ Home® online testing option are eligible for two discounted retakes for that
subject area. The discounted fee is $8.00 for in-person testing and $17.50 for the
HISET @ Home®.

To qualify for the discounted rate, retakes must be completed within 12 months of the
original purchase date. If a test is retaken in a subsequent calendar year, the $30.00
annual state administration fee would apply.

Xl. REQUIREMENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE

Passing the GED®

The GED® tests are computer-scored on a scale from 100 to 200. The minimum passing
score for each of the four subject area tests is 145. Testers who successfully pass the
GED® test series will be awarded a State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificate.

Based on the national Standardization and Norming Study by GEDTS, a passing score of
165-174 per subject area is considered the GED® College Ready score, which indicates
readiness for credit-bearing college courses (subject to individual institution policies). A
score of 175-200 is classified as GED® College Ready + Credit, potentially qualifying
students for college credit (subject to individual institution policies).

Passing the HISET®

The HISET® tests are scored on a scale from 1 to 20 for each of its five subject areas. To
pass, a tester must score at least eight (8) on each subject area test, including a minimum
score of two (2) on the essay portion of the writing section. Additionally, the total combined
score from all five sections must be 45 or higher. Individuals who meet these requirements
will receive a State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificate.

A score of 15 or higher per section indicates readiness for college-level courses (subject to
individual institution policies).

TotalTranscript™

Testers may choose to take individual subject area tests from either the GED® or HISET®
test series, or a combination of both test series. Through LEO-WD’s contracted partner,
DiplomaSender, all scores are combined in a single transcript called TotalTranscript™.
TotalTranscript™ uses the best scores per subject area, no matter if the scores are from
the GED® or HISET® test series. The notification for the attainment of the TotalTranscript™
is only available through DiplomaSender.

To earn a State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificate, testers must achieve the
minimum passing score for each subject area according to their chosen test publisher. The
required subject area tests are Math, Language Arts — Reading and Writing, Science, and
Social Studies.
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e GED®: Testers must score at least 145 on a subject area test for their score to be
counted.

e HIiSET®: Testers must meet the following requirements for their subject area test
scores to be counted:

o If one subject area test is taken, testers must achieve a minimum score of
nine (9).

o If multiple tests are taken, scores from different subject areas are averaged
and must achieve a minimum average score of nine (9).

o Language Arts Reading and Writing: The Language Arts Reading and the
Language Arts Writing scores are averaged and must achieve a minimum
average score of nine (9), with a minimum score of two (2) on the essay.

HISET® example: If a tester scores an eight (8) on the Social Studies test and a ten
(10) on the Science test, both subject area tests will count towards the
TotalTranscript™ because the average score is nine (9). However, if a tester scores
an eight (8) on the Social Studies test and a nine (9) on the Science test, only the
Science test will count towards the TotalTranscript™ since the average score of
both tests is less than nine (9).

Xll. REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL ACADEMIC RECORDS

All official records for past and current testing for the GED®, HISET® and the former Test
Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) test series are maintained by LEO-WD through
a contract with DiplomaSender. Transcripts and certificates are considered official only
when reported directly by DiplomaSender.

Official State of Michigan High School Equivalency Certificates and transcripts can be
accessed by creating an account with DiplomaSender.

Cost

e Individuals who tested after July 1, 2018, and passed the GED® or HiISET® series or
met the requirements for TotalTranscript™ can receive a complimentary certificate
and transcript.

e Those that tested prior to July 1, 2018, as well as those requesting an additional
copy will incur a fee of $22.00 for each certificate, transcript or letter of verification.

Third party requests for academic verifications must be made directly to DiplomaSender.
XIll. CONTACT INFORMATION

Questions regarding this policy can be submitted to LEO-HSEProgram@michigan.gov.
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REVISION HISTORY

Date

Revision Summary

July 2025

Added: The Michigan High School Equivalency Jurisdictional
Policy has been updated to include an overview of the approved
HSE testing options GED® and HiSET®, the cost to purchase an
additional transcript or certificate through DiplomaSender, the
addition of residency requirement for minors requesting an age
waiver, and the addition of the credential option
TotalTranscript™. These updates aim to provide clearer
guidance and ensure consistency in the administration of HSE
testing across the state.

Removed: Nothing removed at this time.

Revised: This revision clarifies the cost structure and retake
policies for HSE tests in the State of Michigan. It states that the
cost for GED® testing is the same whether taken online or
in-person. Similarly, for the HISET®, the cost for in-person
testing is now the same for both computer-based and
paper-based formats. Additionally, the revision introduces a
change to the HiISET® retake policy, allowing individuals to take
up to six tests per calendar year, with three of those retakes
available between July 1 and December 31. These updates are
intended to ensure a clear understanding of the costs associated
with HSE testing and to provide guidance on the available
HISET® testing options across Michigan.

October 7, 2025

Internal and external reviews have been completed.
Grammatical errors were corrected, and all website addresses
were removed to ensure ADA compliance.
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