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The FY2022-23 Library of Michigan (LM) Annual Report is dedicated to the memory of cataloging librarian Tim Watters. Tim’s 
contributions, mentoring and practical approach to questions related to cataloging have made a lasting impact locally, statewide, 
nationally, and internationally. He was known for his intelligence, collegiality, and willingness to help with any problem or 
question. Tim is greatly missed by his Library of Michigan colleagues, but we take comfort in the fact that his impact in the 
cataloging world will be felt for many years to come. 

LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN MISSION 
The Library of Michigan (LM), located in the Michigan Library and Historical Center in Lansing, was created by the Michigan 
Legislature to guarantee the people of this State and their government one perpetual institution to collect, preserve and 
provide access to the story of the State, and to support libraries in their role as essential community anchors. 

GRANTS TO MICHIGAN LIBRARIES 
LM, through LSTA grants, supported libraries in their efforts to improve literacy, provide broader access to special or 
historic collections, and to improve digital access and inclusion in their communities. 

 
Eleven public and academic libraries received over $195,000 for historic digitization, digital inclusion, and literacy projects, 
and eleven public and academic libraries were awarded over $350,000 for FY 2023 projects through the Improving Access 
to Information program. 

LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN STATISTICS 
• Over 3,200 electronic library “e-cards” were issued to the public, providing free access to LM’s databases 
• Over 1,950 pages from LM’s collection were digitized, with the majority placed on Library of Michigan Digital 
• Almost 28% more questions than last fiscal year were answered by Reference & Law Library staff in-person, via email, or 

phone 
• Almost 2,000 Library items circulated to patrons in-person and via interlibrary loan 
• Over 100 trainings/presentations to Michigan libraries, averaging 53 attendees per presentation were offered by Library 

Development staff, including the Library Law Consultant 
• 390 Michigan libraries received state aid in Michigan in 2023 (view the State Aid Status Report for FY2023 at 

www.michigan.gov/LibraryStateAid for a list of libraries and amounts) 

LITERACY PROMOTION 
176 libraries were involved with summer reading programs with over 63,000 participants. Michigan libraries offered more 
than 4,400 virtual or in-person programs with over 145,000 attendees. 

LM created and shared the Read by Grade Three guide for public library usage. This guide focuses on positive reading tips 
for caregivers to do with their young children and includes links to resources. While “Read by Grade Three” will continue 
to be a focus for education in Michigan, the retention portion of this law is no longer in effect. 

Using LM’s eBook platform, ReadMichigan.org, the Library of Michigan partnered with Michigan Humanities to provide free 
statewide access to the audiobook and ebook versions of the Michigan Great Read, The Firekeeper’s Daughter, for a period 
of four weeks. 

Over 100 Michigan libraries participated in the Ready to Read Michigan program which supports public libraries as they 
engage in outreach to families and caregivers, as well as early childhood centers, schools, and daycares in their community. 

 
NASA@ My Library kits and Braille Enhanced StoryWalk© kits circulated 51 times to Michigan public libraries. 

https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://lmdigital.libraryofmichigan.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/librarystateaid
http://www.michigan.gov/LibraryStateAid
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/-/media/Project/Websites/libraryofmichigan/For-Libraries/Youth-Library-Services/RTRM/LM_2019_Read_by_Grade_Three_Trifold_final_accessible.pdf
https://readmichigan.biblioboard.com/home
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/libraries/youth/rtrm


MICHIGAN eLIBRARY 
The Michigan eLibrary's (MeL) eResources provide a way for residents to access online full-text articles, books, and 
other research information for free at any time and offer a high return on investment: $26.13 for every $1 spent. 
eResource usage reached over 22 million and MeL.org received over 246,000 visitors from educators, kids, and 
library staff. 

 
MeLCat, the statewide interlibrary loan system, has more than 515 million items available, with almost 93.5% of 
requested books and materials provided. 

NEW THIS YEAR! 
 The list of 2023 Michigan Notable Books was published. 
 54 libraries hosted Michigan Notable Books authors. A grant from Michigan Humanities enabled the Library of Michigan 

to cover the speaker costs for these authors to allow under-resourced libraries the ability to host world-class authors. 
 Eleven Michigan Notable Books author conversations are publicly available on Library of Michigan YouTube channel. 
 Fremont Area District Library is the recipient of the 2023 State Librarian's Excellence Award for superior customer 

service. The Sunfield District Library and the J. Robert Van Pelt and John and Ruanne Opie Library at Michigan 
Technological University received Citations of Excellence. 

 The Library of Michigan announced Michael Zadoorian as the recipient of the 2022 Michigan Author Award, which 
recognizes significant Michigan authors with a lifetime achievement award. 

 Nandi Comer was chosen as the Michigan Poet Laureate. 
 Allen Park High School Library Media Center in the Allen Park Public Schools School District was chosen as the 2023- 

2024 Model 21st Century School Library. Through the School Libraries in the 21st Century (SL 21) program, 61 
Michigan school libraries were certified as Exemplary; 78 are certified overall. 

 The Library of Michigan's Five-Year Plan for Michigan, October 2022 - September 2027, describing the current goals for 
federal Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) funded services to Michigan libraries, was approved this year. 

STATEWIDE DIGITIZATION 
Digitization kits circulated to a mix of over 24 public libraries and historical museums. Over 1,300 items were digitized and 
almost half were made available electronically. Libraries interested in digitization may find information at 
www.michigan.gov/lmdigitization. 

 
********************************************************************************************************************* 
Apply for an LM Library Card 
Applying for an LM Library Card provides access to: 
• Materials from the LM’s circulating collections at its facility in Lansing 
• The Professional Development Lending Library (PDL) which promotes career-development for all State of Michigan 

employees, supports training provided by the Michigan Civil Service Commission, and includes topics such as coaching, 
communication, customer service, decision making, and managing conflict 

• LM's specialized subscription databases from home and at the Library 
• Materials from other Michigan libraries through MeLCat, for pickup at the Library of Michigan - temporarily suspended 

due to ongoing catalog transition. 
 

Upcoming LM Programs 
Upcoming LM programs may be found at www.michigan.gov/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS 

 
State of Michigan Employee/Legislative Office Tours and Tutorials 
Library of Michigan staff are available to provide tours and tutorial sessions to State of Michigan employees and legislative 
offices on Library resources. Email us at Librarian@Michigan.gov or call 517-335-1477 for available dates/times. 
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https://mel.org/welcome
https://mel.org/welcome
https://elibrary.mel.org/screens/pverify_web.html
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/public/mnb/previous-notables/2023-michigan-notable-books
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQNv-MrTjyhKvfpl56tjBhvaA3CdYEDpB
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/about/state-librarian
http://www.michaelzadoorian.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/libraries/mcfb/michigan-author-award
http://www.michigan.gov/POETLAUREATE
http://www.michigan.gov/sl21
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/-/media/Project/Websites/libraryofmichigan/For-Libraries/LSTA/LSTA-Homepage/LMFiveYear-Plan20222027-FINAL-digital.pdf?rev=44e04e0afa8f4490a9fee8ed930e4eb0&hash=6775A1BBB50179CE290B17E52B7C740D
http://www.michigan.gov/lmdigitization
http://www.michigan.gov/librarycard
http://mel.org/melcat
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/new-catalog
http://www.michigan.gov/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS
mailto:Librarian@Michigan.gov
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