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LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN MISSION AND VALUES

The Library of Michigan (LM), located in the Michigan Library and Historical Center in Lansing, was created by the Michigan
Legislature to guarantee the people of this State and their government one perpetual institution to collect, preserve and
provide access to the story of the State, and to support libraries in their role as essential community anchors.

The values of Library of Michigan staff include leadership, teamwork, service and expertise. These are in alignment with the
Michigan Department of Education Division of Business, Health, and Library Services values of dependability, teamwork,
knowledge, and integrity.

DIGITIZATION OF LM MATERIALS AND STATEWIDE COLLECTIONS

LM’s Digitization Lab scanned around 4,000 items each month. Noteworthy additions this year include:
e A manuscript leaf from an antiphonary dating back to the 1400s
e The first printed map of Detroit: La Riviére du Detroit (1764)

In addition to items digitized by LM, Library of Michigan Digital currently hosts collections from |6 partner organizations,
including libraries, archives, museums, and government offices across Michigan. The largest collection is Michigan Government
Information with about 47,000 items, followed by Michigan Administrative Law Materials with 16,000 items.

Digitization kits circulated statewide to 24 organizations, a mix of public libraries, school libraries, and historical museums
that digitized nearly 3,500 items. Three cohorts educated participants on digital collections stewardship, web archiving,
community archiving, and digital preservation. Seven webinars on advanced digitization topics were presented. 75 enrollees
attended the Digitization Basics Pathway webinar series. Digital collections office hours, with staff from LM, the Digital Public
Library of America (DPLA) Michigan Service Hub, and the Michigan Digital Preservation Network, were offered monthly to
provide guidance and resources on questions regarding digitization, digital collections, and digital preservation. Libraries
interested in digitization may find information at Digitization.

GRANTS TO MICHIGAN LIBRARIES

LM, through Library Services Technology Act grants, supported libraries in their efforts to improve literacy, provide broader
access to special or historic collections, and to improve digital access and inclusion in their communities.

Twelve public and academic libraries completed grant projects worth $234,262 in FY25. There were two digitization projects,
three literacy projects, three senior services projects, three digital literacy/access projects, and one project for disabled
adults.

LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN STATISTICS

e 5,352 electronic library “e-cards” were issued to the public, providing free access to LM's databases

e Over 1,300 Library items were circulated to patrons in-person and via interlibrary loan and MeLCat

e Library Development staff provided 69 trainings, digitization, library law, and youth services office hours, and
presentations to Michigan libraries, averaging 42 attendees per session.

e Special Collections staff presented 5| programs showcasing LM’s collections in-person at LM, throughout the state,
or virtually, reaching over 1,700 people

e Special Collections exhibits, tours, and conference presentations drew almost 6,000 people, averaging about 177 per
event. This includes LM’s participation in the Americans and the Holocaust travelling exhibit

e Reference and Law Library staff answered over 650 questions per month in-person, by email, or by phone

e 387 Michigan libraries received state aid in Michigan in 2025 (libraries and amounts may be found under ‘Public
Library State Aid Payments’ on the Library State Aid webpage)

e LM’s Special Collections team partnered/collaborated with over 25 groups including libraries, local history
groups, genealogical councils, historical societies, and State of Michigan departments.



https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://lmdigital.libraryofmichigan.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/libraries/digitization
http://www.michigan.gov/LMDatabases
http://www.michigan.gov/librarystateaid
http://www.michigan.gov/LibraryStateAid

LITERACY PROMOTION
153 libraries responded to a summer reading program survey, sharing that over 81,000 participated in their summer reading
programs. Those same libraries offered more than 7,200 programs with nearly 300,000 attendees.

Over 340 Michigan library staffers participated in Youth Services Trainings offered by LM, covering various topics within the
early literacy, summer reading, and teen services range. These virtual trainings supported public libraries to engage in literacy
outreach to youth (ages 0-18) and families in their communities.

MICHIGAN eLIBRARY
The Michigan eLibrary's (MeL) eResources provide a way for residents to access online full-text articles, books, and other
research information for free at any time and offer a high return on investment: $26.52 for every $1 spent.

eResource usage reached almost 24 million, an increase of 23.6% from the previous year. and Mel.org received almost
224,000 visitors from educators, kids, and library staff.

LM has added new MeL content in library science, digital literacy, and American history. There are 52 new library science
books, 10 new digital literacy books, and 35 new American history books. LM also added the searchable National Geographic
Archive with full magazines from October 1888 through December 2020.

MeLCat, the statewide interlibrary loan system, has more than 34.5 million items available, with 93.2% of requested books and
materials provided.

NEW THIS YEAR!

» The list of 2025 Michigan Notable Books was published. 50 libraries throughout the state hosted Michigan Notable Books
authors with over 1,200 attendees. 2025 Michigan Notable Books author conversations are publicly available on the
Library of Michigan YouTube channel.

» Delta Township District Library is the recipient of the 2025 State Librarian's Excellence Award for superior customer
service. Ecorse Public Library and Waldron District Library received Citations of Excellence.

» The current Michigan Author Award recipient, Anne-Marie Oomen, worked with Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer
Taro Yamasaki to create the “Innocents in Peril” exhibit hosted at the Library of Michigan through the spring, summer,
and fall of 2025.

» Dr. Melba Joyce Boyd was named as the 2025-2026 Michigan Poet Laureate. She began her statewide Poet Laureate tour
in the summer of 2025.
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Apply for an LM Library Card

Applying for an LM Library Card provides access to:
e Materials from the LM’s circulating collections at its facility in Lansing
e The Professional Development Lending Library (PDL) which promotes career-development for all State of Michigan
employees, supports training provided by the Michigan Civil Service Commission, and includes topics such as coaching,
communication, customer service, decision making, and managing conflict
e LM's specialized subscription databases from home and at the Library

Upcoming LM Programs
Upcoming LM programs may be found on the LM Programs for the Public webpage.

State of Michigan Employee/Legislative Office Tours and Tutorials

Library of Michigan staff are available to provide tours and tutorial sessions to State of Michigan employees and legislative
offices on Library resources. Email us at Librarian@Michigan.gov or call 517-335-1477 for available dates/times.
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https://mel.org/welcome
https://mel.org/welcome
https://elibrary.mel.org/screens/pverify_web.html
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/public/mnb/previous-notables/2025-michigan-notable-books
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQNv-MrTjyhKvfpl56tjBhvaA3CdYEDpB
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/about/state-librarian
http://www.michigan.gov/librarycard
http://www.michigan.gov/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS
mailto:Librarian@Michigan.gov
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