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State of Michigan Penal  Fine Flow  Chart
 

Person found guilty  
by  court of violating  
a state  statute 

Court Assesses a  
dollar charge for  
the violation 

Court  divides the  
collected amount  
into: 
- Court Costs 
- Penal Fines 
- Statutory Fees 

Court  sends penal 
fines portion to  
County Treasurer in 
the county  the court  
is located 

By  July 15th each year,  
Library  of  Michigan (LM)  
certifies  to each county  
treasurer the population 
served by  each public  
library 

Based on LM letter,  County  
Treasurer determines per 
capita distribution rate  and 
sends penal fine revenues  
check to  each public  library. 

Penal fines  are  fines  that  the  court  assesses for  state criminal violations and  civil infractions.   To  be  eligible for  penal fine funds,  a  library must be legally 
established under  state statute and  must be open  at least 10  hours per  week.  

Citation: State  Constiutution, Article 8, Section 9. Public Act 59, 1964.  Public  Act  236,  1961  as  amended.   Various state statutes establishing public  libraries. 
Michigan Penal Code. 
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