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2022 Improving Access to Information Grants 

ELEVEN LIBRARIES AWARDED NEW LSTA GRANTS 
The Library of Michigan (LM) is pleased to announce eleven Improving Access to Information grants for the 2022/2023 
fiscal year. LM received 15 applications from academic and public libraries working  to provide further access  and 
services to their students and communities. The awards total $213,329. 
 
The Improving Access to Information grant program is intended to help Michigan’s public and academic libraries provide 
improved access to collections in one of three areas; literacy, local history or special collections, and services to 
community users with limited online access, e.g. improving equity through digital inclusion. Eastern Michigan University 
Library received a grant for a special collections digitization project. Walsh College of Accountancy and Business 
Administration, Menominee County Library, Dorothy Hull Library – Windsor Township, Central Michigan University 
Libraries, and Orion Township Public Library were awarded grants for digital inclusion or digital literacy. Chesterfield 
Township Library, Muskegon Area District Library, Dearborn Public Library, Romulus Public Library and Petoskey District 
Library received awards for literacy related projects. The project descriptions are listed below. 

 
Central Michigan University Libraries - “Library Laptop Loaning Program” - $14,835 

Many students entering college today are first-generation college students and/or students from disadvantaged 
financial backgrounds, and they face challenges beyond those faced by the average college student. Ten laptops 
will be purchased and checked out to first-generation and low-income students. It is hoped that having regular 
access to a computer will allow them to be better connected with their coursework and their classmates, allow 
them greater flexibility when it comes to when and where they can complete their coursework, and inspire 
greater confidence in their ability to succeed at Central Michigan University.  

Chesterfield Township Library – “Pop-up Makerspace” - $22,864  

The Chesterfield Township Library will create a pop-up makerspace. This workspace will contain the tools to 
work on different projects such as children’s Science, Technology, Art, and Math (STEAM) activities, digitization 
for adults, and art projects for all ages. This space will be portable so that it can move around the library and 
eventually to various locations in the community. By offering a pop-up makerspace, the library provides the 
community access to devices and tools to help children and teens and adults improve digital literacy, 
technology, and STEAM skills.  

Dearborn Public Library - “Connecting the community by providing bilingual library resources…” - $20,920  

This project will improve bilingual success, literacy skills, accessibility, and functionality of library resources for 
Arabic speaking community members. Activities include translating internal and external signage, offering 
bilingual games, resources, and activities. By providing these resources in both English and Arabic, our goal is to 
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increase awareness of our library assets, improve language skills, knowledge, literacy, and promote lifelong 
learning for English Language Learners.  

Dorothy Hull Library - Windsor Township – “Dimondale - Windsor Township Wi-Fi Outreach Improvements” - $21,523 

This project will provide solar-powered public charging stations with Wi-Fi hotspots at three public spaces in 
Dimondale. Residents of this rural township do not have consistent home access to commercial Wi-Fi and only 
the library provides free 24/7 access. The village operates the only public spaces and parks in the township 
capable of hosting these stations and supports increased digital access and inclusion for its residents. The village 
will provide appropriate placement, secure installation, and ongoing financial support. This project extends the 
library's outreach to safely provide access to services and content.  

Eastern Michigan University Library – “Shining a Light: Transcribing the Jennie Pease D'Ooge Diaries” - $24,991 

Between 1886 and 1934, Jane “Jennie” Pease D'Ooge, kept a daily account of life in Ypsilanti, Michigan. These 39 
journals provide an extensive recollection of life. While digitized, they are inaccessible to many who cannot read 
cursive handwriting or who rely on text-to-speech technologies (TTS) to engage with historical documents. This 
project will complete the transcription of, and improve description for, the digitized Pease D’Ooge journals to 
increase accessibility. Providing open access increases engagement with primary sources. Transcribing these 
journals will not only improve accessibility to these valuable resources, but also increase engagement.  

Menominee County Library – “Basics to Browsing Digital Literacy for ALL” - $10,500  

The goal of “Basics to Browsing” is to provide interactive instruction at locations other than the library in our 
service area.  Everyone knows that the internet is full of information and is now the go-to path for access to 
basic services.  But not everyone has the skills needed to effectively use what is available.  This initiative will 
offer group classes and one-on-one “device/advice help” appointments at remote locations.  This program will 
also encourage self-help/support groups in these community locations.  While this program will be open to all, 
we are primarily targeting people who have limited or no computer experience.   

Muskegon Area District Library – “Tovertafel” - $12,885  

Muskegon Area District Library is working to broaden the accessibility and inclusivity of our branches and 
services through the installation of a Tovertafel at our Library for the Visually and Physically Disabled Branch. A 
Tovertafel is an interactive projector device and award-winning, serious games system for dementia and 
intellectual disability care. The device projects interactive games and activities onto a table. With this equipment 
we will be able to create a space designed specifically for older children and young adults with intellectual 
disabilities.   

Orion Township Public Library – “Digital Literacy at the Library” - $13,996  

This project will provide AWE stations for community children, increasing access to technology and improving 
digital literacy skills. These stations will offer early literacy in learning components, as well as the After School 
Edge program, targeting preschool, lower, and upper elementary age students. A bilingual station will offer 
digital literacy resources for those in our community that are primary or bilingual speakers of Spanish. Through 
this project, we plan to increase use for a wider age range as well as our community’s Spanish speaking 
population.   

Petoskey District Library – “Growing Readers Together” - $24,960  
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Growing Readers Together (GRT) is a three-pronged approach to support K-3rd graders’ path towards being 
confident readers: 1. Provide one-on-one tutoring throughout the year, 2. Support families with monthly Family 
Literacy Nights, and 3. Provide at home materials for the students, parents, and caregivers. The goal of our 
program is to support these struggling students outside of the schools, giving the school systems time to 
strengthen their in-house programs to meet the Read by Grade Three Law.    

Romulus Public Library – “AWE Learning Computers” - $20,885  

This project will provide AWE stations with the Early Literacy and After School Edge content packs. The AWE 
computers will contribute to functional and digital literacy in a community struggling in both of these forms of 
literacy. Our local school district has statistically low numbers of students who are at or above their grade level 
in any subject. These child-friendly are eye-catching and easy to use, attracting children from roughly 1-8 years 
old.    

Walsh College of Accountancy and Business Administration - “Building an Inclusive Academic Experience Through 
Enhanced Accessibility and Disability Support Services” - $25,000  

This project will work to remove access barriers to our library resources, services, and facilities with the inclusion 
of disability friendly software, materials, and specialized staff learning. As much of curriculum delivery shifts to a 
virtual modality, there is an increased need for accessible options for students, particularly those with hearing 
and visual impairments.  While our work begins with mitigating the existing accessibility gaps, our aim is to work 
to integrate accessibility features into our instruction, course material and testing, and online learning 
development.  

If you would like more information about the Library of Michigan grant programs, please go to www.michigan.gov/lsta 
and see the grant programs sections for program descriptions and documentation.  
 
The Library of Michigan grant programs are made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
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