
Disease Response Classification for HPAI-Affected Dairies 
MDARD 

Response 
Classification 

U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 
Classification 

Definition Response Action 

Negative Negative • Tested negative for highly 
pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) at the Michigan State 
University Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory (MSU VDL).  

• Monthly monitoring is continued. 

Recovered Negative • Tested positive for HPAI at MSU 
VDL. 

• Initial results were not confirmed 
at NVSL. 

• MDARD initiates a conversation with the herd owner to explain 
results. 

• The completion of an epidemiological questionnaire is encouraged. 
• If herd qualifies for and agrees to participate, it can be involved in 

further academic research. 
• Monthly monitoring is continued. 

Recovering Affected, 
Confirmed Case 

• Tested positive for HPAI at MSU 
VDL. 

• Initial results were then confirmed 
at NVSL. 

• Herd is antibody positive, no 
cows show clinical symptoms, 
and CT > 35. 

• MDARD initiates a conversation with the herd owner to explain 
results and discuss next steps. 

• Herd is placed under quarantine and an epidemiological 
questionnaire is completed. 

• Under the quarantine, lactating dairy cattle can only go directly to 
slaughter in the state. There are no other restrictions. 

• Herd is enrolled in the federal HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program 
and weekly testing is completed until the herd achieves Monitored 
Unaffected status. Then, the quarantine can be released. 

• If herd qualifies for and agrees to participate, it can be involved in 
further academic research. 

• Monthly monitoring is continued. 
Affected Affected, 

Confirmed Case 
• Tested positive for HPAI at the 

MSU VDL. 
• Initial results were then confirmed 

at the National Veterinary 
Services Laboratories (NVSL). 

• Herd does not meet the criteria to 
be considered “recovering.”  

• MDARD initiates a conversation with the herd owner to explain 
results and discuss next steps. 

• Herd is placed under quarantine with addendum and an 
epidemiological questionnaire is completed. 

• Herd is enrolled in the federal HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program 
and weekly testing is completed until the herd achieves Monitored 
Unaffected status. Then, the quarantine can be released. 

• If herd qualifies for and agrees to participate, it can be involved in 
further academic research. 

• Monthly monitoring is continued. 
 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-hpai-dairy-herd-status-program.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/-/media/Project/Websites/mdard/documents/general/emergency/MDARD-HPAI-Positive-Dairy-Herd-Guidelines.pdf?rev=9fc41723cc114940bcfc85beacba5a30&hash=DC310669CB0652F3013903744625F8AF
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-hpai-dairy-herd-status-program.pdf

	Disease Response Classification for HPAI-Affected Dairies

