
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Keeping Pigs and People Healthy: 
Strategies for Decreasing Swine Influenza and its 
Transmission at County Fairs 

Before the Fair 
• Consider shortening the number of days swine

are on the fairgrounds. Scientific evidence
demonstrates the swine influenza virus increases
significantly each day after day three (72 hours).

Example #1: As Thursday, Friday, and Saturday are
the busiest days:

• Bring swine in on Wednesday,
• Show on Thursday,
• Sale on Friday, and

Example #2:  Have barrows exhibited the first few 
days and gilts the last few days, or vice versa. 

• Move out Saturday evening.

• Bring the first group on Sunday, show on
Monday, and move them out Monday evening
or Tuesday morning.

• Clean and disinfect the barn on Tuesday.
• Bring the second group on Wednesday,

show Thursday, sell all the swine on Friday,
and move the second group out on Saturday

Example #3:  If you cannot shorten the swine show 
to three days, then try to shorten it by one or two 

evening.

days; anything helps. 
• Discuss the possibility of requiring swine

influenza vaccines at your fair and/
or recommend exhibitors talk to their
veterinarian about the vaccine. There are
several different strains of virus and selecting
the most effective vaccine is important.

• Encourage exhibitors to keep sick pigs at
home so the illness is not transmitted to other
pigs or even people.

Strategies for Arrivals / Weigh-In 
• Do not weigh pigs at the beginning of the fair;

instead, show pigs based on owner-declared
weights. Then, weigh all pigs eligible for sale just
before the sale.

• If you are weighing pigs at the beginning of the
fair, plan to thoroughly clean and disinfect the
scales between trailer loads of swine to prevent
the initial spread of any illness.
◦ Regardless of the disinfectant used, be sure

to always follow the label.
◦ Accelerated hydrogen peroxide disinfectants

(such as Accel or Rescue) will deactivate the
swine influenza virus in just one minute. The

scale’s face plate should be sprayed and kept 
wet for one minute between trailer loads. 

◦ Allow more time for weigh-in to ensure
equipment can be properly disinfected and
pigs are not nose-to-tail as they go through
the scales.

• Do not walk underweight pigs through the barn
to weigh them or to load them when sending
home.

During the Fair 
• Don’t ignore any sign of potentially ill swine; have

a thermometer available to take temperatures.
Signs of illness can range from very mild to
more severe, such as anorexia, fever, mild
coughing, nasal discharge, and ocular discharge
to a “barking” cough and respiratory distress
(“thumping” while lying on its side).
◦ If a pig has a fever of 105°F or greater,

please contact the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)
at 800-292-3939. If an animal’s temperature
is not 105°F or greater but is displaying signs
of illness, contact your fair veterinarian, and
isolate the ill animal or send it home. If sent
home, be sure to get the name and address of
the owner for potential follow-up by MDARD.

• Any non-sale pigs should be sent home prior
to showing (if underweight) or immediately
following the show. This will reduce the number
of animals in the barn; and if swine influenza is
present, it will decrease the amount of virus in the
air, helping to decrease transmission to pigs and
humans. Some fairs have even voluntarily done
this for pigs eligible for the sale.
◦ Encourage good biosecurity practices:
◦ Do not allow food, drinks, or sleeping in areas

with animals, such as in barns or pens. 
◦ Have signs encouraging all those entering an

area with animals to wash their hands with
soap and water when leaving.

◦ Clean and disinfect all tack, feeders, waterers,
and other supplies between shows. Do not
share equipment. But, if sharing is needed, be
sure it’s thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.

After the Fair 
• Advise exhibitors to have at least seven days of

down time (i.e., on-farm isolation) after returning
from one exhibition and before showing a pig or
penmates at a county fair.




