From: Cara Coleman

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Sitver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:42:20 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Cara Coleman and I reside at

1939 W Thomas St

Chicago, IL 60622

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution



problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Cara Coleman
cara.colemanl201@gmail.com

1939 W Thomas St
Chicago, IL 60622
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-
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2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjusUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtguIX WaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K819iDY V9mas-
2BO7AEcnqM3uK6FW108SK0-2BM6r0yVDT0qdiGriT-

2F4Purl Y 6Ye4sUq31032LDxn6opXli2n2nY BsETUvOEbWpriKqtAanZM TK wfoAeb6MuGK Xe VOK WGI-2BcUJ8j Y r5Z WF-
2Fb77tTN57iCoQs6vOBD-2Bd9AtFnTPdK wS2FjsdxPFPRIqqQO5MiWKJI3io Y W4-
2FICARJasydzYulqZCPj3pTSM7MyVLTmZQbAOJOmXZtY culpHC-2FId8vE vc86dz-2B6PfS80me 1026jxa8lc 1ngnfr94J Vvo-
2Fk8nHRgWYzqPCwFrbnw4lCMP8cQ8Vw67>



From: Maureen Kelty

To: MDA-AG-Commission

Subject: No factory fanms in our town
Data: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:42:15 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to )gan gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Maureen Kelly and [ reside at

32138 Huckleberry Lane

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creck Siting Applicstion and MDARD's decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing 1o express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability ination for the new indv ] egg-laying in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability This site is for an cgg layer MDARD"s
own critical factors such as 1l impact, of prodv waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impects, and economic tmpacts to other members of the community
were not idered bere, or dered Ty

2. Site is “not acoeptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 hivestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the ugh potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated 1t as “not scceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siing application

3. Defici of notice: Transp v and public are cnitical in dect: of this
magnitude. | am conoerned about the adequacy of public potice - several houscholds and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek's public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs® “additional considerations™ not met. MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for exampte Silver Creek s proposed proximity to residences, proxumty to high-use areas hke the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading arcas, wetlands and floodplains,

ion and surface water p ion are very imp to our ity ‘s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek cvaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such op Iy reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social scceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg lavers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creck to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue elone.

6. Manure menagement and system plans: Silver Creek's management of animal wasteis a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very womed about
the efficacy of the proposed manure mansgement plan and its potential unpacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land spplication: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollubon
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer in Michigan for menure p

and manure spreading acreage needs is ot a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
10 do under the GAAMPs.

8 Mortality management: We arc greatly d about how the 1 i dius
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issuc hes significant potential envi 1 and health implicati

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, roed wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg Jayer operations and the history of cgg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer op in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulstory violations. We fear a repeat of such soenanos.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creck’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, 1 believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowng
this spplication would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creck’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Maureen Kelly
mek | 254@yahoo.com

32138 Huckleberry Lane
Dowagisc, MI 49047
United States

tp:/furi7405 allsend i d P p 1 NUFHXEFQ37ZulfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1 Ugbmk7DWvny-
ZBDpdQS(X)G)O‘IQDMJ!}‘DITQDVI(juSUXaUZquNBOVUyUlg\IlXW aF sHAfUSWKuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACSK 84NhGotQRXBRIOZ TGYM | Ali22HWZrDygruv Y 1xb3s1pStx! BYOfdPovM9sJSPulkPUWcI3niK TDWP9156DkD4ju-
ZFDWIIJRﬁmePTleXWZFVOIuZﬂﬂ{XsKMWD(Wi'ZFgKSIbSmQOSlonJerR-ZFLGOlEZWYCanSkOf-ZB-
ZFScSLQNdkaUéknOSTﬁDWpOnVe‘gSnWSvlldleEN'l‘DCRjLMng\&GleqAVolVGRMUvdmuﬂAOS-ZF soqchwaxkedHerﬂnJsZkoOtmLBaeKuqumglCop@TxROﬂusSXub







From: Brandi Marshall

To: -Ag-
Subject: Deny the siting application
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:43:19 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Brandi Marshall and [ reside at

92904 CR 690

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
jts approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
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and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Brandi Marshall
bmarshall@margnet.com

92904 CR 690
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.commun itysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNUFHXE FQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM]1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XN! QDJ43aHDlTQDijuSUXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWaF sHdAfU kakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTR1Ac5K8ngUdCRaSAqf-
2FBCF-2BnGaZIGBXbGq4dKHétX4a-2BBBleJ WWbeYlNUDVgiO3xWSqudOBFGCJb4-2B81csquIYQs7 le-
2BL2uDm7GyciU7L3cunkiTkHSBrWuQF RX-2FtTttFLIK9nqZ14zf-

2BpuYqe7KpLxgeOlbNpx8vsjE9inlme1oqgVORbS1 PmPQywsOCHNjUVI4R Ykx-

2BCN3A7HQoX9EP4F RkVWBIwq74RIcXMGC7DpPObo9WRaquhgSTHOal 2RLKJIzOoYIXvfKXuYBmDXDX3-
2B8wYzkj0dH7koUNzoeeCjOWLWGFD-2BdGrL9-2BROK cwinLGBP>



From: Rose Burke

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:43:44 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Rose Burke and I reside at

1911 Crosswick Rd

Bloomfield Hills, M1 48301

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.




8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Rose Burke
roseaburke@hotmail.com

1911 Crosswick Rd
Bloomfield Hills, M1 48301
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender. com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHD1TQDiju5UXaUZthNBOVUyUtgulXWanHdtUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgP’I'R1Ac5K8-
2prchttyzakufEM8waisyliFIRosI8|-2BLT7qud-2FaNUPM3F85SLnkiBy4b12qMJt7k4ZHl51Qyu5knthnsk2wMeszW3thfJB-
2F14DhZPfLUbWPIAH8GsOb6nNOvSx 7KNF1 u-2FdwOltmEoeceMo7g-
2FODqlzjDKGMyuchWtZZ.IbiDvuijDﬁAoquul5rxbng73Dsu27x7in7lcSEI6pri6tRJ4Evg7Dﬂ>soGoW0fthf9tp9q2908wVQZXe-
2FVAP5QOZwvaiIQTDYZ6uFX9gFElePsulNquM4NUYnodeBafvwhEXCBsZZ>



From: Carrie Young

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect the Environment DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:43:45 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Carrie Young and I reside at

24810 Ridge rd

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concemns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor mode! does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production



and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concemns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Carrie Young
carrieeyoung@yahoo.com

24810 Ridge rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgulXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K 8i-
2BVgBN5DCevukP-2F-2F-

2FvQ3evt7VCjdK3d3EuuCbPY2MMISESEWcqw7EY WjwgzvQ 1110uRNymbN8WMfqfOKMdGgXkDQcjwlswWuV16le XhgKiiOF Jwf-
2F0Z4djmO0Wk4uXz9sdpb1 Y4vRNiBS 1jKYv3Fwod81L2yGSUKS 1aRFyA9yLU2rhlgmLqPK 059wQacp-
2Ft7xgrvgzZuoVIrmvRV1V0dj-2BLRWDQS-2F4lvvogBCnJJTzZNPAUJ 1KyqN-2BbOwWUHO8qTjeqnOHLGSD2 1p7qdlJ Y-
2BY1j1UZ431-2FUNIhlircknKsiA%h3ImWvsVBCRJApHtjdr4z>



From: Kevin Crawford

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Factory farms don"t bedong in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:44:13 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kevin Crawford and I reside at

24810 Ridge rd

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

s. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creck to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.



10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kevin Crawford
irish420man420@yahoo.com

24810 Ridge rd
Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States

<http://url7405.alisend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czulL NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgul X WaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEyCMgPTRIA cSK 8W3czuk6GnBzQIW | CajmRwMszXdaFe-
2BSG;j8e0sxM331ikfZfMVU4UF 7riTALCOWCBrV8EZeXWy6sspDaZ YiY 1] YZDihkAH2EhA6ys YEq-2FCqYQ-
2BEjFeCY4dImcPH681boLudGjswrDjNN3MI1J5ezR VWNzxprs-2FyyJH7zlazqJrj $DFIVpOXvgtOBOQOp87jDWFqN7P-2BuSUszLoal UU7-
2B47QacM6VjCRP-2BrZxn93uoCrz1 V88qQmadcUJOXEIBWF 2wtCEI8-2F xsEczCVSGrSvr77maggm-2FiUK rkFmSuxhs YHgNuFtzxspusn9BCJi9wL fHpr>



From: Teresa Ambumn

To: MDA-Ag-Commissian
Subject: NO to Factory Farms in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:44:20 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Teresa Ambum and I reside at

52115 Moret Circle

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.



In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Teresa Ambum
tntndobes2@gmail.com

52115 Morel Circle
Dowagiac, M! 49047
United States

<hnp;a’!url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn'—‘czuLNUFHXEFQ37ZirthszWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjusUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtguI X WaFsHdfU SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8aTqLQWEmpeuNJkcU1sTmDnS5I7gPYQalxbTO-
2FznOxYaMF8X-2Fdg5uQIgEbAjoWGab3TrNUOWhgRIzXH3-2FsT6PYtkyj XaTFitfgukdSghKvvwNUvY-2F8iFdx YcdfvJhDL 1aQyOT-

2FEAw1 XquBvGQzKyPIFLGeCD6KU76YLLFhD20x-ZBugqNDiKkOWenIwkSNeGajOZLSnycvl7NCMh-2F7YT-2BiUckpU2P8s-2FSanzlnwa0tvvp lyxHxz-
2BYQ9-2FRFd8CBBRzr4mdEDNWUlZTuTZby-2F8KluluSk4dethXyIh2CNVRdXwa3Ka99tSl-2BinQjCFd>



Jean Gramlich

From:
To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Sister Lakes is NOT for Factory Farms
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:12 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jean Gramlich and I reside at

18060 Tipsico Lake Road

Fenton, MI 48430

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Siite is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable”™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.



In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jean Gramlich
jeangramlich@msn.com

18060 Tipsico Lake Road
Fenton, MI 48430
United States

<http://url7405 allsend.communitysender.com/wf/openTupn=czu NUFH XEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul X WaF: sHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8G8iulmPCFXm|f-

2FMKAjH23YvzW67F WA4QPSRXL3KbkY 5g5ZF-2BcxqF 1UYPmtBa6mwX-2FnVNOS5-2FCal cBUOLRNcV-
2BAmNIR47ZDtgRz0PtsP6mWdnqqtljQjczalsDZXcolsCOQG2GIImXF Y 2(lusTM3 sQp1 XBuzb7bPTANENQEKbOqylsNbCqIW7Tmcol TAUAD6XVHA X9X47EE-
2Fydh20h7s19Ji-2FqHy HMfc TO0zjGwy W6H YEA2 A0e9-2BDpUZY ThXMerWsJS4S6SMtO1 RwnJ8q5-2FSQNSAQb6-
2F18coxh0pnj3MjfqindS665QaY VCEK JmtkqOod-2F>



From: Dennis Foote

To: MDA-AQ-Commission
Subject: Factory Farming is NOT Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:10 PM

CAUTION: This is an Extemnal email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

L

My name is Dennis Foote and I reside at 29639 Priest St. Dowagiac. I am '3 n opp to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned property owner, wnting to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1 grew up in Sister Lakes and owned a Pier business here for many years, When we had children, we purchased a home and raised our children here also. Unforeseen medical issues

caused us to move away for a short time. Last year our dream property on Priest Lake came on the market, so we decided to purchase it as our home with plans for it to be a
lake retreat for our children and their families and g jons to come. My original plan was to retire in Florida, but we dectded to stay local so generations to come could enjoy the
beauty of this community

My wife and I have worked hard, sometimes working 2+ jobs, to be in a fi ial position to purchase this home. Over the last 10 months we have put a lot of blood, sweat, tears and
additional money into this home to bring it up to date. We have more repairs to do but fear that if we put any more money into it, and the proposed industnial egg laying facility 1s
approved, that our property value will plummet, and we will be stuck with a property that we cannot enjoy much less sell for what we owe. As The National Association of Realtors has
stated, “A ding to a multitude of studies conducted since the late 1980s, the construction of a CAFO lowers the home and land values around it. A 2015 publication found that
properties located within three miles of a CAFO lose up to 26% of their value and neighboring houses, those within .25 miles, lose up to 88%.” Our property is just outside the ¥ mile
radius of the proposed facility so it could potentially drop our property value as much as 50% or more. This will be financially devastating to us as well as to other homeowners within 3
miles.

As a former Sister Lakes business owner, most of my clients were seasonal residents who come here for their summer vacations. They bring a lot of revenue to the area. The stores,
restaurants and locally owned businesses count on them for their survival. If these families cannot enjoy their beloved time on the lakes due to the adverse effects from the facility, they
will find somewhere else to vacation and most of our small business owners will have to close their doors. This will be financially devastating to all local small businesses, which in tun
will be financially devastating for their employees who count on them for work

Our small church, which is inside the % mile radius, was built by Chief Leopold Pokagon and his tribe of Potawatomi Indians in 1838 The property adjacent to the church s still owned
and protected by the Pokagon Band. This church is well known by the seasonals for its outside mass during the warmer months. If they are no longer able to hold mass outside due to the
noise and smell of the proposed facility, many of its parishi will go elsewhere since the church itself is not large enough to hold all those who attend the outside mass. Their
donations help keep this historical church in operation. Losing most of its parishioners will be fi 1ally d to this historic church

As a concerned property owner, I believe that decisions of this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give equal weight to environmental
sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.

In hight of these concemns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Dennis Foote
dfootel 3df@gmail com

29639 Priest St,
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 allsend communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NJFHXEFQ37Zir1fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
ZBDde8006X'NQDJ43nHDlTQDVk_|uSUXaUZquNBOVUyUtgulXWaFsHdﬂJkakuZ6tGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8qaoACUiszJdW69I2qwlu4thWNxlaew7AIthVre9Mz.‘4330qv-
2Fkbdfikf-2FEemwAZktM9eS7TcTNRTXUfIN 1ImvUo YTR1Y9igy| TjjviesdPQTvD6wObafS-2Fig20GV6igzVIDhUk7bGpD6jkd3 TwaSN 14K gSawtkKKhqnj2IMZEBCEjNF-
2BMKkquPWzbnS;j6y2gj-2FzQ-2BvsS4wgudZcXDCVQqI SZASHWKI d4WILBHAO8AIRFQmM3uhsg60XumTFDhJei1dxV4TDBBVKRwSTHBPUZJsY X1 BSZ7FFVRM;DOf-
2Bch2bR-2FbgqwYgiWKEYt5-2BCy>






From: Patricia ODonnell

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:47:28 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is [Patricia O'Donnell] and I own property on Round Lake in the Sister Lakes Area. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek
Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concemns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations




in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Allowing this farm would tun a place that I love into somewhere no one wants to be. We have been vacationing in this area for over 35 years. We love it so
much we purchased our summer home over 20 year ago. My kids love the area as well and are starting to investigate property for their growing families.
Please keep Sister Lakes free from the agricultural nightmare.

Sincerely,
Patricia ODonnell
patt2od@yahoo.com

92143 Fairview Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
United States

<http://url7405.allsend. communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzL vWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul XWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK 8uXhNPFt9T VNNPER4PxZs2nDfIncm-
2BI6FZZAMOZEK nf6fm50YyE6swNOFPqJU1tG-2BVAEQY 3sdGs38IBxHstVgZUdI-2F 7nXPacL 85¢TaVepdGNKEKIFj 77SRkJDwrH-2F -
2FpS3tIVJT9CCM3DizJfF 1 WJj-2BiDI Y SwSDQM8RN-2B0efTVS9vWIM735q7pCj3DET7gAPBapd) VerHkwSugvzrjwOo-2BcDN72902ms-

2FMgke;j YBRBcIWL O] 1vfas12PREVvFxHITN8Za0YF9ZobpGOMigN;S1 EYDIwdpuNwt6I Tshck YiEnt-2Fm4M6TKIdUs6fAM-2BX4W>



From: Kevin Crawford

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: STOP the Silver Creek Factory farm
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:46:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kevin Crawford and I reside at

24810 Ridge Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARDs
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution




problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kevin Crawford
irish420man420@yahoo.com

24810 Ridge Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://ur17405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirIszLvWBmzPKC-

2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-

ZBDde8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDiju5UXaU2thNBOVUyUtguIXWaF sHAfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K8PXuOVEuhl1l-
2Ff8B2PQdImNY3yUs1 Doth3QR6XIprHM-2FZVU-2FxxMYx2utUAB-2Fg10wZaTKgXPse3kY-2FGK8-
2Fqu8dc9B5im5IbmiQEgsBZNK-ZBSA-ZFsRiHjW-2BLOom5i4qum6DNOWFmNaniXRuMquth fEH3-

2BeyUYIP805I13 WTOIfLVtx-2BAs53x1V6NOH4zj0ZCk4 Trx9EJIL1 iFh-2BgND10JzZKW7GKwEcCASCRH-2FFwmIFyZ-
2FmeLvnDWk-2Fszmchmeu93Q8wdyqud-2FN 1ri4ZmOMDAXxJzgGK4dIRs2urgF 1 GYNmeOtRjG2ZZyUHagd6>



From: Julio Perez

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm In Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:07:21 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Julio Perez and I reside at

30859 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD'’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD'’s GAAMPs have additionat
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Sitver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
shoutd not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate



this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Julio Perez
Jjperez809@gmail.com

30859 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUy Utgul XWaFsHdfU! SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACSK 8bPSfGJzEtnNxic YMy6X-
2FeWRIj4Dd-2F3Q6iJ-2F81xSYEIFEYSQw-

2BS01j0hCNdG7cWEDCVSqY AM44dDvs2uyUBRUc44iD1R9zDoB7S Wb35RsGBOHOCKbrOAS YOh2De 1 dh99PmJI V6wGsFS9r3aGrOsbB3Tbay T70Lt-
2BY YMIlIxa4mt4QGpiNfnzOL6hPkWMCgXBQUaQsMKQWpXQyAIHV6paHOavdJ2C TwOLuGESHINGR2t2r1 7eCA-2F SbBfhB92-
2BUYKBIFMHfT9SIQIz7SF YPSUZCst0Jh2 W67ltwxpy DFx YBWv6RiRHy900b2 ViBK MP04CI>



From: Abree Perez

To! MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Factory Fanms in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:07:20 PM

CAUTION: Thisis an Extemal email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Albree Perez and [ reside at

30859 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, Ml 49047

United States

.1 am submitti in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision
[ am a concemed citizen, Writing to express ignificant about the proposed site

suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability d ination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as i | impact, 8 t of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and jic impacts to other bers of the

were not idered here, or considered i pletely.

2. Siteis “not ptable” for fi k production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfifl the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
Jivestock production and denied the siting application

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public engag 1 are critical in decisions of this

agnitude. I am d about the adeq of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s prop d proximity to id proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
welihead p! ion areas and proposed manure sp ding areas, wetlands and floodpl i
recreation and surface water p! ion are very imp t to our ity’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even ccount for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure g t plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Applicati

7. Land spplication: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

probl including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operati in Michigan for manure p
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and portation issues: The in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need th h ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
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this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General infc ion on egg layer operati and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operati in Michigan show a disturbi trend of
i tal neglig! and regulatory violati Wefeararepeatofsuchscmaxios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As 8 concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one famm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Albree Perez




astrieter2@gmail.com

30859 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<hitp://url7405.allsend ysend / “‘.,,,.....upn=czuLNUFHXEFQJ7ZirthszWBmzPKC-ZFhGMIUq6mk7Dany-
ZBDdeSOO6XNQDJ43IHDITQDijuSUXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWaFstﬂJkah:Z&GGNEyCMgPTR]AcSK8ixp9cERDHﬂ‘pck0msst6yqukD7RY16w0TkijvL97vCWx-
zrvapPHozamkEHevuv,;Usaz7sxx6mvP9Nstwmgns.zBsiT4r7|qux-zFNLgleIcsysrrfBth-
2F8lORJARmsSkVZOdScUm4texlaXipEpOEllitzerXodu7DsatExwp9n3Y5ldYMcvab3xhdfs(M335UhldWAdLJZWaSMIHWISEqubUwRMSeawDMﬂHIvHxxSDNRseUOYKNLh-
2BGw-28~ZBX-ZBoonY5MWkPer-ZFWwOnNdOe-zBSLtMHSZ7UunJaEFoH9RCgO>



From: Kathy Rollins

To: tAQ-
Subject: Protect Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:07:19 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kathy Rollins and I reside at

11700 Clark Rd

Davisburg, MI 48350-2606

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required



to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kathy Rollins
kathleen.rollins@gmail.com

11700 Clark Rd
Davisburg, MI 48350-2606
United States

<http://urt7405.allsend. communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNUUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk 7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul X WaFsHAfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8GY X VTIpJSMcPpl-
2Fk1elVY2q-2BXksltq3B-2BK VaM75tdBT1GuTL YbxWFaUVBRn78GThqhK141SYBZMYQkWmhSDXEebxnx8Nxil k-
2BWxeH6eS-2B-2F60pLZEBBV0zVGdG3mFNT2IKhVGGnpnK-2B4932HEJS8N2Iwo-
2Boibfwj7H1NOmn10Qy2b9c6670Hb80KEdEC8GQ4uTK0SZvX3mKnvvZobvs0Tg-2BITfGK 3bnUJox5Vjlxg-2B4muo8iE-
2BFTer6PB3FNPZstgYapjCv4paVhCYrV-2FsICEg-2BWrlvFL3f6pwm-2BEFwL. 7azmoq6Mn094j6eqakK BS Tkird>



Prom: Edward Kiuth

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Stop the factory farm in Southwest Michigan
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:45:40 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Edward Kluth and 1 reside at
50777 E Bay Rd

Dowagiac, MI 49047-8731

United States

.lam ing in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
switability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as envi | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health nisks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the commusuty

were not idered here, or dered incompletely

2. Site is “not ptable” for li k production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3 Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, MDARD did not adequately address these concerns These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed p to resid p ity to high-use areas like the
aycare, the wedding reception t the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed preading areas, wetlands and floodp!

recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way Sf life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particulanities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5_Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly und 1 odor emi MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Applicati

7. Land application The application of waste on 1and can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure prod

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD 15 required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concermed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and heaith implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The ncrease in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of

1 1

envil gl and reg y v ions. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, 1 believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.




Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Edward Kluth
ejkluth@aol com

50777 E Bay Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047-8731
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender. com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
ZBDpd08006XNQDJ4BaHDlTQDiju5UXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWandeUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgP’I'R]AcSK8XUMOOJPq]TgthmSvm4Ptha7e5IScprngkapVglJOSk-
2F4)59-2Fw7ct] EETAOQZcid8SDWBX-2FFd8bm: 1tgV DoJD3ylA2Go-2FwlqvecuCuZWD6Vbpl ETXWofd410aen5qfiNAPudwvLF9Q1 ZefsbvUC-2BIn-

2Bc6mGyYVHaZ 1In7zbgIL 1-2BdI8m8a0OHF-

2F9nKaPlgGyvfbwObEb3pWZ WeOhS4VtKA7DBnPXL44P6ane7] 4YVvTeaFyOSJDyZSalm6m:aKy260vAqu)EququeUvbBTBsSfehHE-ZFl rXmKdxi11wU2tOvLIWOJ-
2FBmXV3esTuB3W>



From: Maverick Baerg

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:54:21 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Maverick Baerg and I reside at
30906 Topash Street

DOWAGIAC, Ml 49047

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a




major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GA AMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications,

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application, As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Maverick Baerg
maverickb09@gmail.com

30906 Topash Street
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 .allsend.communitysender.com/wf'/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEF Q37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-

2FhGM1 Ug6mk7DWvny-

2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDijuS UXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWaF sHdfU SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSKS -
2BEYZMAKK1U4ed7wpWHbLXTLB-

2BJ xerdegdquWi6Y8tk0gSraOCMTSchOM4xtGZQE21wAF 88xdOvelisLR 7K TrSk9-
ZBKEGZwDEob7th87QD7xV8-2Fiqpnpx9 1-2BQ3FkI9oGRbVv-

2Bt22JththTShLLerraImuWZZLEge9Pi 700tVinUaKTE6DhE7a.PREkrkChAWHdi2Hu9JoA-
2BkaXHab28AtoBtby-2B0rq2e7qnIrerCD9b-2Bnh9yzA IDVWd7wRL39YkOWeief-

2FakIgwdsitl trOlIPoObeOyyptvFSIAjc9NquIAdeSQ6mYTJt>



Froms Bruce Baerg

o MDA:Ag-Comaizikin

sadjects Opposkion to Siver Creek Poulry
Dete: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:54:15 PH

CAUTION: This is an Extemal email. Please send emails to ichigan gov

Dear Commissioners,

Mynlme'\sBmB-ﬂlmdlmdenl
30906 Topash Street

DOWAGIAC, MI 49047

United States

.1 2m submitting comments in opposition o the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD?s decision.

1 am a concemed citizen, writing 1o express significant concerns about the proposed site
suiability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek_ 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows.

1. Site suitability ination: This site s ¢ iste for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
itical factors such as envil l impact, of prody waste, odors,
po(mﬁalhallhﬁsb.mhlimpacu.nﬂmmcmpxuwodnmhusorﬂ:wmmumy

were pol consi here, or consk 1

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2- The proposed site does
ot fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health nsks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3 i of notice: and public are critical in decisions of this
mm.lmcmwmmmormmm-mmmmmm
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek's public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient

4. GAAMPs' “additional considertions” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional

i ions. MDARD did not address the These inchude
for example Silver Creek's proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use arcas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creck or MDARD,
mﬂhendpmnclionmsndpoposedmmmspradm;mwmdsmdfbodphm
recreation and surface water protection are very important {0 our community”s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
sbendoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that perticular site will impact our walers.

$. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such i an signi reduce the
quality of life for Jocal residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health, MDARD's own odor modct does not even sccount for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesumate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on tus issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans. Silver Creck's management of animal waste isa
‘major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general nformation. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public heatth. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application

7. Land spplication: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air poliution
peoblems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relving on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

10 do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
montalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors
‘This issue has signil potential envi 1 and health implicatis

!lRoadmdmspomionimuminmmmfm.madwumdu,mdmhmdnfay
concems noed thorough i ion, yet the stng ication and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General i jon on egg layer ions and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Pust records of egg layer opevations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
s 1 negli and iolat We fear a repeal of such scenanos.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As s concemned citizen, | belicve that decisions of
this magnitude should ot solely focus on the economic benefits to one fzrm - but must give
equal weight to envi 1 sustainability, public health, and i ing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your lime and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdrsw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Bruce Baerg
Smokinpeted3@yaboo.com

30506 Topash Street
DOWAGIAC, M 49047
United States
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From: Carlie Baerg

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:54:07 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Carlie Baerg and I reside at

30906 Topash Street

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States ;

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a



major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Carlie Baerg
carlie.baerg@gmail.com

30906 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Angels Wortley

To: MDA-AG-Commission

Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:53:19 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Angela Wortley and I reside at

1717 Collegewood St

Ypsilant, Ml 48197

United States

. Tam sub in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's deciston

1am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site |s inappropriate for an egg layer operaton. MDARD"'s

own critical factors such as | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health nisks, social impacts, and eoonom:c impacts to other members of the community
were not dered here, or 10 I

2 Site is “not ptable” for li k di and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Calegory 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health nisks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public are critical in decisions of this

de. I am d about the ad of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met. MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address !hm concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s prope dp to proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding 1 the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
dnnkmg water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed manure sp areas, wetlands and floodplai
recreation and surface water p 10N are very imp to our 's way of hfeand
economy. Importantly, neilher MDARD rnor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters

. Odor control: The strong odors d with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the op

as well as public health. MDARD's own odor mode! does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the p d manure planand its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7 Land appllcauon The application of waste on land can bate water and air p
the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater

cnmammanon Simply telymg on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of plnnrung to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors

This issue has significant p 1 and health implt
9 Road and P ion issues: The in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough d yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg Iayer operation violations

in chhlgnn l’as( records of egg layer op in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
g and y violati We fear a repeat of such scenarios

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site sustability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Angela Wortley
angela wortley@gmail.com



1717 Collegewood St
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
United States
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From: Richard Hall

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:53:08 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Richard Hall and I reside at

1360 Rackliffe Drive

Benton Harbor, MI 49022

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required



to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Richard Hall
richardahall1957@gmail.com

1360 Rackliffe Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
United States
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From: Krista Paplaczyk

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Deny the siting application

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:52:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Krista and I reside at 61788 Gilmore Ave. [ am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination



and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solety focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Krista Paplaczyk
krista. paplaczyk@yahoo.com

61788 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend. communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUUFHXEFQ37 Zirl fQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgulX WaFsHAfUS wkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK 8iqahHqRwGpkfnaK 9Ssre VFidIW7VG 7xm -
2FBJOEQm7zafwDzc4mS5w-2FjWIX2uPRuz4kAv6F Xu-2BdyIkP-
2FvW2AtBAHt5YdGZx9F8p97huQObfvdgtKCtet1ZSCgeSJ6852LIOIijnGDZchMimbx92up4u730dFt46RS6Uv-2FbTGkb2-2F72WCfHQDjiGN-
2BSHgTxqLgsX9QaqKZRCGIgxHkSFM2ckr-2F 7e Vi2rndfQlbjaS2tL5-2BhL mSythkffW foMgqcOHOtP0aMq6K -
2BpR7wulUozM0xxdXAOSkOs591mjSPkOXheGb8amUBUtqdI3Hlsou>



From: "Laura O"Donnell

To: MDA-Ag-Commigsion
Subject: Save our Community
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:52:09 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Laura O'Donnell and I reside at
92143 Fairview Avenue

Benton Harbor, MI 49022

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater




contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community,

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Laura O'Donnell
Imodonnell1 1@gmail.com

92143 Fairview Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM] Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ 43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtN BOVUyUtgul XWaFsHdfU kakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRlAcSKSbAhSdbnquH-
2Bgvep5hG-2BWM lusKCD6lccRaathEEXHID88cgsttheM0vIH82-
2BW8Hp6fA99AjLgKYthlM4ngDV9JoU3GngmJayYG6LUAZrLdoYJ-ZFbedEYPlLtBJAZHOPj-ZB4huevIFKSrWXr4k-
2Fq-2angJLMjngk-ZBXpNQKthwS7ASyd6k-2F WmH7bCeTieWY8eKtuqf-2FpU6V2YObS7lZoMahUMOy-
2Bu0yMZqoVWTDpl BDyS7RCSZOng-ZFngbQAlfpztktM9ZjuA-ZBNPaAixJemmethAQZl-ZF cRyOYHVWneSdDQL-
2BPBbkaYgmo3fsgm>



From: Kim Sak

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposed to Siver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:51:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kim Sak and | reside at

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARDs
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public heaith risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creck to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management. We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its




mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kim Sak
hicksik@yahoo.com

Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender. com/wifopen?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzL yWBmzPKC -2FhGM1Uqémk7DWvny-
ZBDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWaF sttUkakuZ6tGGNEyCMgP’TRlAcSKSbHZrkaYva3 11bpP-
2B2YX0QvJ5cosH-2FGCMBqVQjnUjsHUKQziB83GH3xF KHPGH-2FnS-2FydBWVRW-2Fccqza91b-2F Pq0qQ-2BfXk7EbrILihjnc-
2FHB3Wr2sr5SMhM YndD9MS8Tp1-2FPE4 7The-2F -2BUwej5F7i-2BcR4aLXiZAuA2GLuyAGX84W94sgpdaJCnmwK)uHE8L9RJrF tHFm-
2BYDruVBeRZBHwzIyK Vq InGb6rpNw6aaQzBNY1 quX8-2BwDDZszSKXuEerVZrMyllBjo-
2FSwf5XdISRUZMmIauZzEx56srql99AOdkhS-ZBmOleuZZjZA78gmzrgszM>



From: Margaret Conroy

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:51:14 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Margaret Conroy and I reside at
32138 Huckleberry Lane

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concemns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. [ believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. ] am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very wortied about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate




this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Margaret Conroy
kellymaa@gmail.com

32138 Huckleberry Lane
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http:Hurl7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLyWBmzPKC-2F hGM1 Uq6émk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDij uSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgulXW andeUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPT R]Ac5K8LaqtthnByP9DN722ch7Sba2h9R-
2FyXyAIvaaPns6I-ﬂleDqTOZZn2yDAOWebUdiHnthse48HdhlZBUfo?YerPOxangU 1-2BGeF u6dl3mchYMchQTIfBij82-

2FyKYxcZsDPI UDxj2snBTPA XuOxzyicCncOSal 6DrHntnTgYC6tH6R IntIfM2] YXWLeantJPqStfIRWCQZF JKQZOkbL4Jm80UPO8qK r4CWi-
2FI8LMI{Z Y7Sm4fBXqSS7uST1 zy8nJ0-2BRWvkY1kGF2 YDath4XPCchOecl4fo4gUh YNUB8b-2Fz00), 87RbkHQXRQjs56>



From: Michael Conroy

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect the Environment
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:49:28 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Michael Conroy and I reside at

32138 Huckleberry Lane

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations



in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Michael Conroy
micconr@gmail.com

32138 Huckleberry Lane
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul XWaF sHdfU SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK 8GmHtMU0OsGMh8onz3zxPG8PNuiwjaz-
2FDVu-2BX16jDfRPg67n70abc1 pC68i-2B8bRWNJAEVm6tPe-2F 6LoSdmnINB4Zmx-2F 7M1NoTiLfQeCRyuL GOM30EgkBtS-
2BHbBvHVbS63APPISNYoqVREVALy9UjK jium2QhPHNEM9OMKIF-2B2EPJomIMKi6PVsu-

2FAA4tFws86f9iZgPPA 1esj98A WOXFRMMIUXfmm91VKjzcQqB-2BfT4fR9WaFFzFiPBx5X-2BAuH2n-2Ba9CNtgSIbP6imvieOSnY-2F 292ZTcHpqlWrjaE-
2Fb4Hpp9InxX YXWVvNDS 18pOzq1 DFCJ>



From: Jane Kelly

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:49:20 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jane Kelly and [ reside at 32138 Huckleberry Lane. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

[ am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental |mpact management of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social imp and pacts to other of the community
were niot consid d letel

A :
here, or pletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high p ial for envi 1 and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed preading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the op

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and syster plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

bl including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contammatlon Simply relymg on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for prc
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is requu'ed
to do under the GAAMPs.

A

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to envi | inability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.




Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jane Kelly
janckelly317@gmail.com

32138 Huckleberry Lane
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend i der.com/wf/open?upn=czul. NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQD.MSaHDITQDVkJuSUXaU2thNB0VUyUtgulXWanHdﬂJkakuZMGGNEyCMgPTRJAcSK8p4McOOqODyxerMpnsQSQbGX6chquNI2g5M-
2BJsyufFv4B-2B5biDrtbZxq83qqvve-2F 135 TlixwSLtEEUIP3sGY 78 WTNGF-2F-2BilnWMP-2FyoClyJc5p-2FHexafWNS-

2FKKK f4XxqRE6sp9g51g0k Wwj99x5SDPMUkkoaaV70cxIdRIlZQ7fNGEwqEjGSUwRt7XabpV-
2FiiFcErRIZALRd7nXpbrswPZoy2EQBDOnY RhFL WnMVIc6d2 VOmrGKpfVrL 1UAJLfvEHnOljGP6ewHVZ2w-
2F0DXZeOb0qQMk5Ze7JOKIkggDR2itlzDdO8wvK0coWjaYG6o>




From: Nancy Hannan

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Siver Creek Pouttry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:49:13 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Nancy Hannan and I reside at

2992 Lakeview Drive

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site i inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its




mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Nancy Hannan
nanhannan@gmail.com

2992 Lakeview Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.conﬂwf/open?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
ZBDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWandeUSwkkuZ6tGGNEyCMgPTR]Ac5K83-
2FrkmDVSxwcCRf59ScD2Q 1z80KBGxIC3z4ob-2BGHNZvr9AWdSQidHPy-2FAPtYFPtBQ7-2anX8Sc 1zzrv-2By-2Bv-
2FYgoRierCEZF2u9lt70lXDgﬂe7hCX3uKD12b89Uzy3a6cCGOq-2BQBxZWBnnK75tthRZ4Tmy4de9Y5c87k-

2FqXpInHS4SSM2ic6V-

28d2ng5mfo$SPUa8x6WCok7ItHG8ch7hMHquL1nCEtV EKvsDSEFcQtLerOYFivMHnJWSJLUnY3iVoNztUCG4dDOOIvahLDg0-
ZBc3q-2FMXl-2BSrJzZyZYGFdBp6rjd8eNOSV[uls>



From: Janis Detlefs

To: MDA:Ag-Commission
Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:43 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Janis Detlefs and I reside at
810 Mount Vernon Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
United Staws
.Tam sut in ition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision

PP

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows.

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropniate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, of prod waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic tmpacts to other bers of the

were not idered here, or dered pletely

2. Site 1s “not ptable” for li k production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock preduction sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmenta! and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp. y and public engag are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient

4 GAAMPs® “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional

considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these These include

for example Silver Creek’s p PO d pi ity to resid P ity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding ! the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
dnnkmg water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p 1on areas and proposed g areas, wetlands and floodplai

recreation and surface water protectlon are very |mponam to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

S. Odor control: The strong odors d with such op can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the operati
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Siiver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions, MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone

6. Manure management and system plans; Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worned about
the efficacy of the proposed plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more speciﬁas on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Apphi
7 Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater
comammmlon Slmply relyms on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for p
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

q

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to and d of dead birds, and to control odors.

This issue has significant p al | and health implications.

9. Road and portation issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

this issue and its impacts on our community

10. General information on egg layer operatlons and the history of egg layer operation violations

Michi

in Michigan: Past ds of egg layer op in show a disturbing trend of
i I neghi and latory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and ity wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.



Sincerely,
Janis Detlefs
)ldetlefs@hotmail.com

810 Mount Vemnon Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
United States

<http://url7405 allsend communitysender.com/wiopen?upn=czuL NUFHXEF Q37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Ug6mkTDWvny-
2BDpdQBO06XNQDI43aHDITQD VjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul XWaFsHAfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEy CMgPTRIACSK8S YDghBIVuénV zaalKFhX21909WMo2FqT Vg2 TENIVAPIWZITTR -
2BhB7pbONknK CiaD3xSUfGzKxpgrEbY JpNIBIAtUKYHKT-2F G-2BYRK XcO4B69A244k0ZUOOVK hKmguSs5G2UTNn39MTQMx Ak 1 gxe9TEI6HC Tfg2zedvD-2FNPrC-2BbO-
2FkliplVzkJES1 GT70A88PES9kxEG 1 DDjafRd2Bnn9kHFK Qe0C;sdgdg-2F xfTmY pDqdIK gW0gZKDNY6AsTkdC Tk A4091L BqqNFPss2Sy AaEkxx SpJCkoNSUj7-
2BFS6XPyEpDsqJHZEOISjvZckSYPGah>



From: David Detlefs

Yo: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:39 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is David Detlefs and I reside at

810 Mount Vernon Ave

Ann Arbor, M1 48103

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required



to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
David Detlefs
dhdetlefs@gmail.com

810 Mount Vernon Ave
Ann Arbor, M1 48103
United States

<http://url7405 allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul X WaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK SMRvf-
2FHSmqUKAOwc0IQXDO0YBiqqgs872ArxAyISwvm2qfGBQK TIcDrw-2F NHNQoj TUpEznxUdNIZ Wa InyakOHNIF zcStT-
2FdReP85Gay-2BNvL W-2F 5bJHC 1uhDeJsOks-2F WUBnGS5R VD Yx W XNnwAkA pqmP8pjrfLPHRLNLAdi0-
2BPzU3EpkH8LAFMT500PUpEPPWINBYRuCinK mYE8wd9XDIDXEeFjStfrksxONm4HTKNhAPKS Irh3RdWGbqjS4Lr6zVyrTmdxZu-
2FvbnHe76PhiB660FMCBQIgGBPH2GIOVK VK 0lm-2F WJJJx8youom-2Bn0uQbR1u27>



From: Kathleen Montag

To: v issi

Subject: Protect Public Health

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:38 PM

CAUTION: This is an Extemnal email. Please

Dear Commissioners,

send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

My name is Kathleen Montag and 1 reside at 32138 Huckleberry Lane. | am submitting comments in opposition

Application and MDARD's decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to €xpress significant concerns

about the proposed site

suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,

silver Creek. 1 believe

MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for
as environmental impact, management

own critical factors such

an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community

were not considered

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production
2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never

not fulfill the requirements for Category
guidelines, given the high potential

should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should
and denied the siting application.

livestock production

3. Deficiency of notice:

magnitude. I am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several

here, or considered incompletely.

and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

have treated it as “not acceptable” for

Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this

households and

businesses wWere excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPS’ «additional considerations” not
considerations.

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity

met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional

MDARD did not adequately address these concemns. These include

to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading
recreation and surface water protection are very
MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

economy. Importantly, neither
abandoned gravel mine site and how

areas, wetlands and floodplains,

important to our community’s way of life and

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the

quality of life for local residents, thereby

directly affecting the social

acceptability of the operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and

MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions.
the application on this issue alone.

its approval and deny

6. Manure management
major concerm, but Silver

MDARD must withdraw

and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
Creek only provided general

information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public

health. Without more specifics

on how this will affect our community, MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on

land can exacerbate water and air pollution

problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

and manure spreading acreage needs is
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose

production

how the operation underestimated its
of dead birds, and to control odors.

to the Silver Creek Siting




9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on €gg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of ¢gg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear arepeat of such scenarios,

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing, Allowing
this application would do the €xact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw jts decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application,

Sincerely,
Kathleen Montag
kelly.katlﬂeen329@gmail.com

32138 Huckleberry Lane
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 .allsend.commum'tysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2F hGM]1 Uq6mk7Dany-
ZBDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaUZthNBOVUyUtguIXWandeUSwk.kuZ6tGGNEyCMgP’I’RJAcSK8Jnlud9m 1UV0xnoapi-
2FcWVXAGypVeiudCo4-2F TpdiBgJo3 Hh4DuKmQ2]0rb4XuN7EngaJ 1ru-2BOVFQz-

2BD5l1b), ng3GGGRk9Q7mzyAsiJ DEAddIp1 XngNixB44ZHQwGh7Q-2BqujALychvaXS496uebvi 1xzrfMoTE-2Fz-
2Bx2YKN30$lH8T6elq0chBbhaVSWP4jVsJchcI-2F bHOCN3tuBLInae2g5 YVusBCssNymﬁnMWobP-ZBsklYLW-
ZBmUm5pvy9LCngCmIfX8u-2BthICutiOyj-2BijIzlql700akHYwatmponjygpSl34aTP2mdp7G>




From: Lea Detlefs

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Gister Lakes deserves better
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:48:28 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov IS

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Lea Detlefs and I reside at

1852 Savannah Lane

Superior Township, MI 48198

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

My reasons for opposing the proposed farm are as follows:

First, please listen to your constituents. This farm would benefit the few at a great expense to the quality of life for the many. Farms such as
the one proposed here can devastate communities. The smelliness makes it unpleasant and undesirable to live nearby. Property values g0
down. Pollution and runoff mean water sources and activities become hazardous to our health.

Second, the proposed farm could not even follow the permittmgapplication process correctly - if you approve such an application that
would seem to vindicate their attitude that the regulations don't matter and don't apply to them - for a company that will be producing and
needing to dispose of massive amounts of biohazardous manure and dead animals, to believe that regulations are flimsy red tape that can be
broken because no one will enforce them - is going to be devastating to our state.

Third, Michigan is a Great Lakes state. Water is our greatest resource. We cannot be approving massive waste and pollution producing
animal farms like this and expect our water to remain safe and useable, let alone a desireable resource for tourism and the businesses that
rely on it. Michigan should not be seen has a haven for poorly planned, polluting farms that have a disdain for Michigan citizens and the
law.

Last, no matter what your personal position on this farm is, we only ask that you enforce the law and regulations that were made for this
exact situation. For the reasons outlined below, this proposed farm has not met the requirements for approval.

I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan, Silver
Creek, and MDARD should have denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. 1 am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the



6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s Management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure Mmanagement plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health, Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application,

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - byt must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the €xact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application,

Sincerely,
Lea Detlefs
ldetlefs@hotmail.com

1852 Savannah Lane
Superior Township, MI 48198
United States

<http:/furl7405 .allsend.communitysender. com/wflopen?upn=czul,NtJF HXEFQ37Zirl QzLvWBmzPKC-2 FhGM 1 Uq6mk7Dany-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaU2thNBOVUyUtguIXWandeUkakuZ6tGGNEyCMgPTR1Ac5K8xUpnanG-
2BOxH WYtWYKonRVODl2ZXa4Egef5szrk0 1jJ%udL YkN9k507DKvxkEgN8 W08laYinBhbF-




MDA-AE-Commission

From: John Havel <john.havel@e-solutions-inc.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:07 PM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: NO to Factory Farms in Sister Lakes

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commiissioners,

My name is John Havel and | reside at 50298 East Lakeshore Drive Dowagiac, Ml. | am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

| am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but shouid have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
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as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

I have been on Magician Lake all my life. My parents even honeymooned on Magician Lake in the 1940's. What is being
proposed here is terrible and it should not be allowed. If this chicken farm passes it will substantially impact our area in a
negative way. If they want to build this facility, they need to build it elsewhere far away from people's homes. Also, have
you taken into consideration the Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic Church that is very near the proposed chicken farm (and
calling it a farm is a joke!). We hold services outside and how are we going to do that when the wind is blowing towards
the church and the parishioners cannot stand the smell and the service needs to be cancelled? Please for all that is right
deny this application. It is the RIGHT thing to do.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
John Havel
john.havel@e-solutions-inc.com

50298 East Lakeshore Drive







Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States







From: Yicki Foote

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:45:25 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Vicki Foote and I reside at 29639 Priest St. Dowagiac. I am submitting comments
in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD?s decision.

I am a concerned property owner, writing to express my concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. Here is my story.

My husband grew up in Sister Lakes and owned a Pier business here, so we decided to
purchase our own home and raise our children here also. 2 years ago, I had a stroke and due to
some medical issues, we decided to move to St. Joseph. During that time, we became empty
nesters, and I missed my small lake community so when our dream property on Priest Lake
came on the market, we decided to purchase it as our retirement home with plans for it to be a
lake retreat for our children and their families and generations to come.

Our home sits just outside of the %% mile radius of the proposed industrial egg-laying
operation. We purchased this property 10 months ago because of its beauty, wildlife and of
course the quiet private spring-fed lake. Our property is directly across the lake from beautiful
protected tribal land.

There is a National Wildlife Federation sign on the property stating it is a Certified Wildlife
Habitat and that the property provides four basic habitat elements needed for wildlife to thrive:
food, water, cover, and places to raise young. I have seen more species of wildlife during my
time here than I have in my whole life. Every day I see something new. Deer, wild turkeys,
geese, ducks, blue heron, cranes, piliated woodpeckers, bared owls, racoon, possum, squirrels,
hummingbirds, beaver, muskrats, several types of birds, insects, fish, frogs, snakes, and
turtles. We even spotted the famous bald eagles just down the road. Neighbors have chickens,
donkeys, horses and pet potbellied pigs. Is it fair to ALL inhabitants here if the industrial egg-
laying operation is allowed?

My church, which is within the %2 mile radius of the chicken farm, holds outside services
during the warmer months. It is so well attended that the parking lot is overflowing, and cars
are parked along the side roads. Is it fair those who flock to attend mass here in the summers
are forced to find another location for church services?




Each morning I enjoy my coffee on my deck or pier. I take our golden retriever, Olly, for long
walks on the property, I fish often and have created many memories with my son on the lake
already. My daughter comes home on the weekends, and we talk and float on the lake. She is
an amateur photographer and takes photos of all the amazing things this property has to offer.
I have even taken several virtual meetings sitting on my boat. I work long days in an office
setting so being outside is a much-needed mental health break from being confined to a desk
all week. Is it fair that my family and many others like mine will no longer be able to create
these memories or enjoy our time outside which is vital to our well-being?

We have worked hard our whole lives and sacrificed a lot to be able to make our dream of
living here come true. We chose to retire in this area for all the reasons above instead of
moving south as originally planned. I cannot imagine not being able to enjoy time outside due
to the noise and smell from the proposed industrial egg-laying operation. My heart breaks
knowing that our beautiful lake and the amazing wildlife here will be at risk. My health cannot
withstand the stress of watching this happen, much less bear the effects from the water and air
pollution.

In light of these concerns, I urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned property owner, I believe that
decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration and hearing my voice. I urge MDARD to withdraw
its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,

Vicki Foote

vicki.foote@hsisd.org

29639 Priest St. Dowagiac, MI 49047

Sincerely,
Vicki Foote
vicki.foote@hsisd.org

29639 Priest St.
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States



From: Danielle Rivera

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:40:14 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Danielle Rivera and I reside at

30851 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPSs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Danielle Rivera
danielle@rstrieterltd.com

30851 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Danielle Rivera

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:39:55 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Danielle Rivera and I reside at

653 White Oak Way

Yorkville, IL 60560

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should

have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

7. Site is “not acceptable” for Jivestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations., We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Danielle Rivera
danielle@rstrieterltd.com

653 White Oak Way
Yorkville, IL 60560
United States






From: Robert Strieter

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect the Environment DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:13:21 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Robert Strieter and I reside at

30851 Magician Terrace '

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD?’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,

This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Robert Strieter
rob@rstrieterltd.com

30851 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Robert Strieter

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:04:30 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Robert Strieter and I reside at

30851 Magician Terrace

Yorkville, IL 60560

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site

does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Robert Strieter
rob@rstrieterltd.com

30851 Magician Terrace
Yorkville, IL 60560
United States






From: Doris Applebaum

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save our Community
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:44:29 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Doris Applebaum and I reside at

13680 Winchester

Oak Park, MI 48237

United States

1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,

This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Doris Applebaum
ibis4247@sbcglobal.net

13680 Winchester
Oak Park, MI 48237
United States






MDA-Ag-Commission

From: peter indovina <hcusa123@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:57 AM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect the Environment DENY Silver Creek Poultry

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Peter indovina and my wife Karen and | reside at 50649 Maple Island Rd, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047.1am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision. We have owned our
home on Magician Lake since 1984 and have enjoyed many peaceful years and enjoying the cleanliness and beauty of
Magician Lake. Our children and now our grandchildren as well as countless friends and relatives have enjoyed the
splendor of Magician Lake and the surrounding lakes and community. It is with great concern | write this letter as
businesses such as an industrial egg-laying operation ruin beautiful communities such as ours.

As a concerned homeowner, | am writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site suitability
determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan, Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed
to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s own critical factors such
as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors, potential health risks, social impacts, and economic
impacts to other members of the community were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does not fulfill the
requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs guidelines, given the high potential for
environmental and public health risks. MDARD never should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it
as “not acceptable” for livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this magnitude. 1 am concerned
about the adequacy of public notice - several households and businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice
and from MDARD’s review, making this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional considerations. MDARD did not
adequately address these concerns. These include for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity
to high-use areas like the daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD, wellhead protection
areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains, recreation and surface water protection are very
important to our community’s way of life and economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the
particularities of the abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the quality of life for local
residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor
model does not even account for egg layers, and MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions.
MDARD must withdraw its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.
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6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a major concern, but Silver
Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about the efficacy of the proposed manure management
plan and its potential impacts on focal water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD should not have
allowed this Siting Application.

6. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution problems, including the
potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in
Michigan for manure production and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is
required to do under the GAAMPs.

7. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its mortalities, and its
lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety concerns need thorough
consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate this issue and its impacts on our community.

8. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations in Michigan: Past records
of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We
fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination and deny Silver Creek’s
siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of this magnitude should not solely focus on the
economic benefits to one farm - but must give equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and
community wellbeing. Allowing this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to deny Silver Creek’s Siting
Application.

Sincerely,
peter indovina
hcusal23@aol.com

50649 Maple Island Road
Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States

<http://url7405.alisend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-
2FhGM1Ug6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDI43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtguiXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACSKSNSOUXMISCIR
CvNmuTUkJDSqs-2BGyl2A9S4giY-2 FpWo-2BzplUEzO-2Fu-2FLi-2F1DMXyrGfa6LamBczrcF8rWrpfGKEDh5-
2BXIViOYvgqYRarpqDUhDpVkk2EEgCOH785Vi2hk6luJEOM93K1-
2FlyLqPOukOusZaalrbpSzDHNAPIDdPLeDUNuVcQLIq7HBUmM;jISCCfyUdtHiZttVEfmD53nYf2ppOnSIivO1VFNoQ-
2BbQaNaP7GIYPgSFbzwqWO85vXj7rTYbEWXPpYjAK5pn8yiFXbt-2F-2Bi5-
2BwlpVqlvaVnGUQJvyLzMeATINSHNM1PnZ4SiW5USNipP>






MDA-AE-Commission

From: Amanda Cutting <amanda_cutting@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:53 AM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Amanda Cutting, and | reside at 50780 Cable Park Rd. | am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver
Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site suitability determination for the
new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan, Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the
GAAMPs, and MDARD should have denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"”s own critical factors such
as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors, potential health risks, social impacts, and economic
impacts to other members of the community were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does not fulfill the
requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs guidelines, given the high potential for
environmental and public health risks. MDARD never should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it
as “not acceptable” for livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this magnitude. | am concerned
about the adequacy of public notice - several households and businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice
and from MDARD’s review, making this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional considerations. MDARD did not
adequately address these concerns. These include for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity
to high-use areas like the daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD, wellhead protection
areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains, recreation and surface water protection are very
important to our community’s way of life and economy. importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the
particularities of the abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the quality of life for local
residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor
model does not even account for egg layers, and MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions.
MDARD must withdraw its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.






6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a major concern, but Silver
Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about the efficacy of the proposed manure management
plan and its potential impacts on local water quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our
community, MDARD should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution problems, including the
potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in
Michigan for manure production and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is
required to do under the GAAMPs. :

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its mortalities, and its
lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety concerns need thorough
consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations in Michigan: Past
records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of environmental negligence and regulatory
violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination and deny Silver Creek’s
siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of this magnitude should not solely focus on the
economic benefits to one farm - but must give equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and
community wellbeing. Allowing this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to deny Silver Creek'’s Siting
Application.

Sincerely,

Amanda Cutting
amanda_cutting@hotmail.com
50780 Cable Park Rd, Dowagiac, MI

Sincerely,
Amanda Cutting
amanda_cutting@hotmail.com

50780 Cable Park Rd
Dowagiac, M! 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNt/FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-
2FhGM1Ug6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgulXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACSK8uMyT7jnxE5yd
48eltVyzXzh215KXLve-2BfBnDDKWoUedEapHAjkzHE6zQ6a-2F5d-2FbQxptGzkxP3IWScjpVcHA-
2BAOtafTID36y08GgEXjYU99uV6c10QfSwSuEEqHZBNDCQzQXED-2BobnOzjN8h8hah-2FTr-
2FZ3vaq2wpo5Qj8pkpsNXTTHHmM7sSjREqQTXbRLq RWy9v-2FQp6VCICAW6Edaqduv2SgFU3AD2z7)GX6YNt-
2FRLSDV2aFdSPBQOCXFMvImTmYFfYqPwfL-2BeHfOv4llwMw7d44QZqdHrotjUZZcgaultu-2F4-3D>
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MDA-AE-Commission

From: Sarah Finley <sarahhavel08@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:51 AM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect our Community

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

| hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. | am writing to express my deep concern and strong opposition
to the recommendation regarding the establishment of the Silver Creek Poultry factory farm in our community. As a long-
time resident of the Sister Lakes area, | feel compelled to share my heartfelt reasons for being against this proposed
development.

Growing up, | have cherished countless fond memories at Magician Lake and the surrounding Sister Lakes community.
These pristine lakes and their natural charm hold immense significance for my family, and | have always dreamed of
passing on the same joy and experiences to my children one day.

| firmly believe that the proposed factory farm would pose a serious threat to the ecological balance and overall well-
being of our cherished community. Factory farms have been known to generate environmental concerns, including water
pollution, air quality issues, and an increased strain on local resources. The presence of such an establishment close to
our beloved lakes may jeopardize the natural beauty and tranquility that we have come to cherish over the years.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my perspective on this matter. | trust that you will make a decision that reflects
the best interests of our community and the natural environment.

Sincerely,
Sarah Finley
sarahhavel08 @gmail.com

United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLYWBmzPKC-
2FhGM1Ug6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkju5UXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgulXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAC5K8W4RR81wSqcD
krakCwunV68cXnz4qPUFO60eg3UzQcSDGuU4c)0en3pC7viM3irzYnxVTwBYSmIDSfEMxpEQHo DSAGbAYN6I-
2FPvlb1LZIc3Ctwlel8UzvduxDRh486-2FgCHajs-2BQQIsbH 1LykvyKZf-2Fqflwv0s6yDqLH-
2FULH56YUZ3162gull7DvGnXgpC8Z9FiDrLpHGTC-2FZHXi2VaBeGpbXuBLItGDCZsILbihyCTjGVIrx59a-2B-
2BbyHafoKkCKJim56QLtSMEITM-2B91mUMtAP6ba7zfnsVuskeqcYZ3A21I6MF5dpY38DEmMRFOq4ra9Ad>






From: Jerri Caltff

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:46:03 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jerri Califf and I reside at Niles Mi. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s
decision.

I'am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site

suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows: I was bom and raised in Sister Lakes and would like to relocate back to Sister Lakes ,
but not if this is aloud to happen. Please keep Sister Lakes safe for year's to come!

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concem, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.




9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community welibeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jerri Califf
jac780@outlook.com

112 W Wildflower
Niles, M1 49120
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
ZBDde8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDijuSUXaUZthNBOVUyUtgulXWanHdtUkakuZ6tGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K8stveiT7D7r388ytSNXPyg-
ZBIIomDrODu4TqIEhoVXYq6zB2xKYPlgrpels7CjIththDnZ59Kf‘86ZAE2coTsllVPgCArK5TWSZNvlU-2BY3OU(lenCquMWZOklif-
2FfZxHtn9dctgeTo2jPdIsFPg2R9m-2F 1 FV-2FKsM2iDAOEyQBe-2BmiK Rn7buQgsoPWbS4-2BSPZK 76K ad-2FszIndn6-2B5XLJG9s5¢-
2B8iJ817EDyueDdMqLTrHJP1HaanctZW229HUc9xQHI-2BcdayvnGthrwlehcp56PMG9HWthijS7i6wthx8-2FKtMl-
2BtXbpYsZVoGg0>



From: Mary Tinich

To: i

Subject: Community First

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:25:20 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Mary Tinich and I reside at

30155 Topash Street

Dowagiac, Ml 49047

United States

. Our small farm is next to MacDonalds on Topash. We have been working to improve its soil since we bought it over a decade
ago, and hope to pass it down to our children and grandchildren as a healthy piece of land. I am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing o €Xpress significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water




quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application; The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios,

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Mary Tinich
tinichmary@gmail.com

30155 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-

2FhGM 1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtguIXWanHdtUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRlAc5K8YOCangF -
2F pqutszlkthU-ZFxUT-ZBjRe3-2B69t0quhJquIQs-2BgeU6GsSFu7-2F fCliqC-2BVwidv7IdF-
ZBEreZ4YYCmkOSorOszxspWGYKz721DFthhIKSZ3mMN 1-2Frz-2BGr1 ae4-2BAQmbf-2BGhZ31fJ pWADXHZ-
2BqQI7KQ6hHodNNdbfyON2mLO-2F 80jJHpGY5FOAN7jcsCuUBS8kibm) ngWjEU9sT0rkVXUt5n0D-2Bj HeCnctYA9C-
2FtAXpTleLFrD6wPX-2BMIKjtawDMtORcDiSDdeGchuGleHdeUzX-ZBer 1 V7Z-ZB42dSAYIQezlchxMc3j3i>



From: Chris Maxey

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 2:30:12 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Chris Maxey and I reside at

30284 Topash Street

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety _

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations, We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Chris Maxey
maxey.franny@yahoo.com

30284 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Stacy Toy

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 2:29:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Stacy Toy and I reside at

22282 Dewey Lake Street

Decatur, MI 49045

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

pot fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Stacy Toy
stacy@lakex-ray.com

22282 Dewey Lake Street
Decatur, MI 49045
United States







From: Samantha Rial

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 2:29:10 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Samantha Rial and I reside at

52113 M 51 North

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD’’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Samantha Rial
samantharial09@gmail.con

52113 M 51 North
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Erank Wesolowski

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: ] Family Farms NOT Factory Farms
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 2:11:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Frank Wesolowski and I reside at

51970 Bakeman Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,

This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Frank Wesolowski
wesolowf@gmail.com

51970 Bakeman Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Brianne Okay

To: MDA-Aq-Commission
Subject: Protect Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 2:10:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Brianne Okay and I reside at 28503 Downey st in Silver Creek Township . I am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s
decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,




drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give



equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Brianne Okay
bree0915@gmail.com

28503 Downey Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Mmdm.lsazlauskas

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect Sister Lakes

Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:58:15 PM
1
|

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to L
abuse@michigan.gov
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Mindie and I reside in Dowagiac, MI. I am submitting comments in opposition to
the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have :

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

5. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or



MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.,

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.



Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely, :
Mindie Kazlauskas
mindiekaz@gmail.com

Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Erank Wesolowski

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:47:09 PM
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Frank Wesolowski and I reside at 51970 Bakeman Road I am submitting
comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

7. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or




MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions, MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information, We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application; The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications,

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations ‘

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.



Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Frank Wesolowski
shmcatholic2002@gmail.com

51970 Bakeman Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Colleen Haves

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Factory Farming is NOT Farming
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:42:08 PM
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Colleen Hayes and I reside at

94903CR 690

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about -

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Colleen Hayes
colleen.hayes1002@gmail.com

94903CR 690
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: JamieJN.esolMSkl

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:37:09 PM h

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jamie Wesolowski and I reside at 50144 Third St. I am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Sitver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

5. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or



—_—

MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creeck only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management; We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to contro] odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.




Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jamie Wesolowski
jamie.wesolowski@yahoo.com

50144 3rd Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Patricia Goss

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save our Community
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:35:08 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Patricia Goss and I reside at

95538 62nd

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s _

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Patricia Goss
Patriciagoss820@yahoo.com

95538 62nd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Marlene Sheahan Rogers

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Family Farms NOT Factory Farms
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:33:09 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Marlene Sheahan Rogers and I reside at

94675 Oak Street

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as__. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Marlene Sheahan Rogers
marlenesheahan@gmail.com

94675 Oak Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: “Shari Lidgarg-Pulins”

To: -AQ-
Subject: Community First
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:29:09 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Shari Lidgard-Pullins and I reside at 50910 Magician Lake Rd. I am submitting
comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to eXpress significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek.

My husband and I currently reside on a 15 acre parcel of land that once was part of my
husband’s grandparent’s family fruit farm. While this property is no longer an active farm,
(since some portions of the land was sold to other homeowners, prior to our acquisition of this

land), my husband and I are proud to reside here. We take great pride in our ownership of this
land and are proud to be residents of this area.

Over the years, we could have relocated anywhere in the country, however,we chose to reside
in the Sister Lakes community. We’ve enjoyed living here, dedicating our life toward serving
others in the community and now wish to spend our retirement years in an area we love.

Having this land and living in this community is not something we take for granted. We do not
view our land as a commodity to be utilized for personal gain. To ensure our land thrives, we
have planted over 100 trees and we’re now seeing some monarch butterflies (endangered
species) on our property due to the milkweed we have on our land, We truly relish the
opportunity to sit outside, smell the clean air, listen to the quiet sounds of nature, utilize the
lake for paddle boarding/kayaking, and to watch our wildlife thrive.

We believe it is our duty to be responsible ecological stewards of the land, water, air and to the
living organisms that cohabitate alongside us; not only for ourselves, but for our community
and for those who will inhabit this area in the future. What kind of legacy is there for future
generations should the quality of our environment be diminished?

I respectfully request that you ask yourself ....

-What do you believe is your responsibility to current residents, and more importantly....to
future generations, about the preservation of our environment?

-Should land, air, water, living organisms be utilized as a commodity for the personal gain
and the profit of others?

~What kind of legacy will you guarantee with your vote regarding the quality of our



environment?

Moreover, I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:
1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public €ngagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions, MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried




about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Shari Lidgard-Pullins
shari.lidgard@gmail.com

50910 Magician Lake Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Kelly Nevill

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Poultry

Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:25:10 PM X
1
1

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov ﬁ‘{
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kelly Nevill and I reside at

29765 m152

Dowagiac, Ml 49047

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. ] am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as _. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure Spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure Mmanagement and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and ajr pollution

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD i required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to contro] odors.
This issue has significant g%tcntial environmental and health implications,

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

10. General information on €gg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios,

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kelly Nevill
kellyschan227@gmail.com

29765 m152
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Marcella Wesolowski

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposed to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 12:49:08 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is [your name Marcella Wesolowski will and I reside at 51970 Bakeman Road.I am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s
decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as__. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like

the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,




drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give



equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Marcella Wesolowski
shmcatholic2002@gmail.com

51970 Bakeman Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Kayla Dewey

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Sitver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, Juty 20, 2023 12:48:08 PM
L3 . 3 L . * y I
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov ‘ﬁ
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kayla Dewey and I reside at

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts t0 other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, suchas __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the



daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

as well as public health, MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s Mmanagement of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potentjal impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application,

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD i required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to Mmanage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination




this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kayla Dewey
hesasonnytopside@yahoo.com

United States






From: Barry Yakim

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Community First
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 12:43:08 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Barry Yakim and I reside at

29082 Michigan 62

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD?’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Barry Yakim
bsyrepoman18@gmail.com

29082 Michigan 62
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Barry Yakim

To: -AQ-
Subject: Community First
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 12:43:08 PM
" |
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to ; |
abuse@michigan.gov ﬁ
e
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Barry Yakim and I reside at

29082 Michigan 62

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

_1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to eXpress significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 Jivestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPS’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, suchas __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor mode] does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone,

should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land Can exacerbate water and ajr pollution

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations, We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability




determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As
this magnitude should not solely focus on the

a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of

economic benefits to one farm - but must give

equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.

Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. W
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Barry Yakim
bsyrepomanl 8@gmail.com

29082 Michigan 62
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

e urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to







From: Sue Ann Stewart _

To: -AQ-
Subject: Protect Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:53:12 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov ”_(

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Sue Ann Stewart and I reside at

Leach Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and nota Category 2: The proposed site

does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses wWere excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



operation

as well as public health, MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure Mmanagement plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health, Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

- Land application: The application of waste on land Can exacerbate water and ajr pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios,

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site Suitability




determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Sue Ann Stewart
stewartsueann@yahoo.com

Leach Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Patrick Yore

To: MDA-Ag-Comyuission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:52:13 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Patrick Yore and I reside at

52714 Garrett Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as__. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Patrick Yore
yorepatrick050@gmail.com

52714 Garrett Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Rachael Green

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save our Community 1
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:52:10 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Rachael Green and I reside at

23551 Shurte Street

Cassopolis, MI 49031

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to €xpress significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

9. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include



for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management; We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As

this magnitude should not solely focus on the
equal weight to environmental sustainability,
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
economic benefits to one farm - but must give
public health, and community wellbeing.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to

deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Rachael Green
rachael.ort59@icloud.com

23551 Shurte Street
Cassopolis, MI 49031
United States







From: Susan Evans

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save our Community
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:51:18 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Susan Evans and I reside at 31973 Jones Drive on Dewey Lake. I am submitting
comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan, Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and
MDARD should have

denied the siting application.

My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD’s own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production
waste, odors, potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of
the community were not considered here or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2:

The proposed site does not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites
under the GAAMPs guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health
risks. MDARD never should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as
“not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met:
MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional considerations.
MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include, for example, Silver

Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the daycare, the
wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church, drinking




water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg
layers, and

MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local
water quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our
community, MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD
is required to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control
odors. This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not
evaluate this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing
trend of environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such
scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that
decisions of this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but
must give equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community
wellbeing. Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.




Sincerely,
Susan Evans
31973jonesdrive@gmail.com

31973 Jones Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Lynda Crane

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, uly 20, 2023 11:30:16 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Lynda Crane and I reside at 50752 Garret Road. I am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

5 Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
[ivestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or



MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions, MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications,

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.



Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crane
cranel98@gmail.com

50752 Garrett Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Franny Maxey

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:27:13 AM
™
|
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov I

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Franny Maxeyand I reside at 30284 Topash Street I am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan, :

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to propetly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s '

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

7. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as _. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or



—

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure Mmanagement and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure Mmanagement plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health, Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmenta] and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination



Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Franny Maxey
maxey.franny@yahoo.com

30284 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







From: Anthony Stewart

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 10:57:07 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Anthony Stewart and I reside at

51567 Leach Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.,

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Anthony Stewart
tony20stew2002@yahoo.com

51567 Leach Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Veronica Gomez

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Pouttry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 10:45:11 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Veronica Gomez and I reside at

31433 County Line Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

" am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application.

First, let me say, we bought our home on Magician Lake 17 years ago. We were looking for a
place to raise our kids where they could experience fresh air, open space, and natural beauty.
A place where they could learn how to be responsible stewards of a gorgeous, timeless, natural
resource. Where they could learn to steer an ATV and drive a boat. To understand that the
magical place around them doesn’t take care of itself. — they have to take care of fill a tank
without harming the environment; they have to know how to get a fishing license as well as
how to hook bait, and which ones need to be thrown back so the future is a amazing as today.
We also hoped it would be a place where, as they grew, they could welcome their city friends
to spend rare days enjoying all those same things without being on a phone or indoors in front
of a computer. Our home on Magician Lake has delivered all those things and more. Including
precious time together. My kids — and their friends — have grown from toddlers to adults on
the shores of Magic Lake (as they call it). None of this can continue if our home becomes a
place we can’t stand to sit outside for the stink and poor air quality or if we have to worry
about the safety of our water — for drinking and for swimming. This proposed operation is
simply not appropriate for this location. The destructive impact it will have far outweighs any
benefits.

My additional concerns are as follows:
1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.

MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,




potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as__. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required



to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Veronica Gomez
bushgo@me.com

31433 County Line Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: “Kefly A, Cromer”

To: MDA-Ag-Cornmission
Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Pouttry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 10:44:09 AM
CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kelly A. Cromer and I reside at 52328 Leach Rd. Dowagiac, MI 49047. 1 am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s
decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,




drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability
determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give



equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.

Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kelly A. Cromer
cromerkellya@gmail.com

52328 Leach Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States






From: Virginia Cardoza _

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 10:24:09 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Virginia Cardoza and I reside at

32696 Cable Parkway

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

"1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to eXpress significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County,
Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should
have

denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.
MDARD”’s

own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community

were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site
does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review,
making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, such as __. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include




for example Siver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like
the

daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or
MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the
operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must
withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information, We are very worried
about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and ajr pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure
production

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated
its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to contro] odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related
safety

concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation
violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability



determination

and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing.
Allowing

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Virginia Cardoza
cardoza.m@sbcglobal.net

32696 Cable Parkway
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States







MDA-A -Commission

From: Paul Manghera <badrunner32060@comcast.net>

Sent: Sunday, July 23, 2023 12:14 PM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission |
Subject: Protect Public Health . |

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Paul Manghera and | reside at
3705 Oak Street
Dowagiac, Ml 49047

United States
_ | am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

| am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD'’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.
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5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Paul Manghera
badrunner32060@comcast.net

3705 Oak Street
Dowagiac, Ml 49047
United States







Frows Jaeon Menken

T MDA:Ag-Commission

Sobject Protect the Envirarment DENY Slver Creck Poulry

Dute: Tuasday, kily 25, 2023 9:24:33 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send ious emails & ichigan gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jason Menken and I reside at 93391 Wolf Dr Dowsgaic, M 49047, I am submitting comments in opposition fo the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns sbout the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Sitver Creek. [ believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting spplication. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitabilif i This site is i iate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as envi impect, of p waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts (o olher members of the community
were not idered here, or

2. Site is “not scoeplable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2 The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 hivestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health nisks. MDARD never
should have cvaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Defici of notice: T: and public are critical in decisions of this
mmﬁm.lmwmamdlmmeuemofwbltm-madhuummd
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concers. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
dayun,lhweddimmepﬁmbmhzs,themndoo:dﬁv&mmw,mdunchmk
&hﬁngmlamnndoihawdhlhﬂmmlmmﬁedbysd\u&edmmm.
u!lhadmﬂﬁmmlnﬂmwosdmumnmﬁdumwﬂmmmodpm
recreation and surface water ion are very unp o our jty"s way of life and
eeonomy.lmpomﬂy.neidthDARDnmSilvu'kan‘uluwdlhepnmdninesofme
sbendoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such i reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acoeptability of the operation
aswell as public heatth. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emisions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste 132
mjoreonoem.hnsil\ﬂCmekonlypmvidadgmllinfomsum We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impects on local water

quality and public health. Withowt more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting icati

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for nmoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
mdmmmqmdhumaemdshmusile-:peclﬁcnulym.wmmmumuim

to do under the GAAMPs.

3. Mortality management: Wemgxuﬂymmdab«nhowlhopﬂ:ﬁmmm-wd s
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to controt odors
This issue has signi potential envi 1 and health implie

9. Road and transportation issues The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough i yet the siting I and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of cgg layer operations 1 Michigan show a disturbing trend of
i 1 negli and ( We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its intial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek's siting spplication. Asa concerned citizen, | believe that decistons of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight 1o environmental sustainabulity, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this spplication would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek's Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jason Menken
jason menken@gmail.com

93391 Wolf Dr
Dowagic, MI 49047
United States

<hittp/Ani7405.allsend i P 1 NUFHXEFQ37Zirlf(QzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGMI Ugsmk 7DWvny-

2BDpdQ8O06XNQDI43aHDIT QDijuSUXlUZqQ(NBOVUyUlg\dXWlF:HdﬂJS\\MfGGNE)’CMgPI‘RIACSKSEOMZl VBIepNjKPLlCAObalJAqlKGmW}HTWV(THanRd.’(;lAdXWHNlnBVFWRdwlsAKlvadeomYsAvcl‘FlQSls-
2B-2BDEg4aljZUSTqjERHS0ZMUuhl HkXyTl'ECZuAian‘IElvMINsUmDTOvnNoﬁSOoWUHKGrDe-ZBCC-ZBJMZ\wQDUxLI.DmO?QpITYMDqY“ SwWRBLZSNHCgTL. 1GSwK2fQHPg Y6dEJL 12toWq6Hc-
18374-2!-'Sll-IFSnKq!Ml'J'lSm-ZBRSlSU-ZBhYX&tSQo&QIKH]dWZFthiﬁZEeOCQRTjLNGm5l>







From: Sarah Havel

To: v

Subject: Community First

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:24:10 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Sarah Havel. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2 Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPSs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site dhd how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management. We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.

This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.




In light of these concemns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Sarah Havel
shavel08@yahoo.com

United States
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From: Sharon Vandenabeele

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Factory farms don"t belong in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:23:12 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Sharon Vandenabeele and I reside at 1680 Pergola Ave., Traverse City, MI. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application
and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several househotds and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a

major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on focal water
quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give



equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

I recently read the Traverse Ticker article (July 20, 2023) regarding the newly appointed director of MDARD, Tim Boring's list of priorities that directly involve
northern Michigan and its agricultural economy. While the article focused peripherally on the cherry industry, it also cited Director Boring’s "...enthusiasm for
potentially game changing regenerative agriculture initiatives..." as well as noting an earmarked $7 million to establish an Agricultural Climate Resiliency Program
with an additional $4.1 million to respond to PFAS and other issues with emerging contaminants. [ was optimistic after reading the article and am hopeful Director
Boring will be the great steward desperately needed at this time to help enact positive changes that affect our environment and our citizens. As a concerned citizen, [
am opposed to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision and believe both to be counter productive to Director Boring's list of priorities. I
respectfully thank you for your time and consideration. We, as citizens, urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Sharon Vandenabeele
northpolar2@charter.net

1680 Pergola Avenue
Traverse City, MI 49696
United States
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From: Joyce Janicki

To: -AQ- jssi

Subject: Protect Sister Lakes

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:22:15 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Joyce Janicki and I reside at

22493 Milner Strect

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

United States

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD shouid have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information, We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution



problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Joyce Janicki
joycejanicki@hotmail.com

22493 Milner Street
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
United States
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From: Maryann Cacciaglia

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect our Community
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:22:12 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Maryann Cacciaglia and I reside at

2274 Winter Ridge Dr

Traverse City, MI 49686-8244

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate



this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Maryann Cacciaglia
maryanncacciaglia@gmail.com

2274 Winter Ridge Dr
Traverse City, MI 49686-8244
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender. com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Ug6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDI43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul XWaF sHAfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK 802JrouS8UMGE1 1 YBxtXItXce5kmp-
2BFNjH1UF9i3-2Femualul cQW-2F9GB-2FhL mA8 Yr-2Fs5HukdhOEg-2BgCCkLEz-
2Bb5SFNb56n61Qf3cFToCQfr9bvkz0rdburgSm9U3JuUyaikAS7MI4qny99blaHT XcuS-

2BWn80oDMKguzF YAezecku4HLRande846ll9EONwa8qArWX-2FmJATy38B9f0c3eRqabB-ZBbhzforJ7yiRTsm2L085Kt0yaedth3ngh-
2BWwxHxbsalQpJqhqT 18fKb3rRUbJLIq-2BIYVSemSRIOCNqrépB8ZWBLDCNAYiAjUEJH-2B1>



From: Olivia Gramprie

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: DENY Siiver Creek Poutry

Derta: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:21:12 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Olivia and I reside in Taylor, Michigan. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision,

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I belicve MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability detetmmanon This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as | impact, of prod waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and pacts to other bers of the
were not idered here, or idered pletely

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for hivestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp 'y and public engag; are cnitical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making

this entire siting application deficient.

4, GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’ s prop dp ity to resid proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the weddi busi the outdoor dnive-in movie theater, and the church,
drmkmg water sourm and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed preading areas, wetlands and floodp!
recrea!ion and surface water p ion are very imp to our ity’s wuyofllfe and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors d with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emi MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specnf' ics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Apphi
7 Land apphcatwn The appllcauon of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

i g the p | for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contammatlon Slmply relymg on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

3,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to and di of dead blrds and to control odors,
This issue has significant p ial | and health pli

9. Road and p ion issues: The 1 in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need th f ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

-

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Mnchngan Past reeords of egg layer operatnons in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
gligence and y violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and ity wellbeing Allows
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Olivia Gramprie
olivia@vegmichigan.org




9588 W Pickwick Cir
Taylor, Ml 48180
United States

<http://url 7405 allsend. communitysender.com/wilopen?upn=czu NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-

2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ432HDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtguiXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK82MVIL1 1enfhkNwx7ylcQSEw76a9QN; W3NmiO8fgouULboa8h1GY-
2BZIUSLjblcv6ucdv8SLBTTQt7znPNQbLYqb3ryak8vPxIGHe ASTI3KIHULAS 5B 12Y gheq23¢j22DsMLIV-2BF cvN-2Bohlb 1 wNxknb3HXbfS2-

2FhWwm27rf30nX8j T68x3T8C 1QkCZ4i TjkuUgqunBZV 1epXIVPQGnecl6Vo5L2FLgDQdI4QIb-2Bes Yb-2BWDDDGIxIdOPIXSeL-2BOVK -

2BmqHvbrKV Seth3bxemnVLOthBhub0VcLgfh5SnuNCojL-2F whzPLDpucby-2Bgbwix>



From: Suzanne Devine

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect Public Health

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:21:08 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Suzanne Devine and I reside at

860 S Zecb Rd

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

United States

- 1'am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.
1am a concerned citizen, writing to exp! ignifi about the proposed site

suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPSs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the

were not idered here, or idered i pletely.

2. Site is “not ptable” for li k production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Categoty 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp y and public engag are critical in decisions of this
de.1am d about the dequacy of public notice - several households and
busmm were excluded from Silver Creek’s publlc notice and from MDARD's review, making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not ndequately address dim concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s propc d p y to proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding i the outdoor drive-in movie theatzr and the church,
dnnkmg water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplai

recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

$. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concemn, but Silver Creek only provided genera! information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its p ial i on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. La.nd nppllmuon The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

g the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater
oomammauon Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure pi
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Montality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its Jack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to contro! odors.

This issue has significant p ial | and health impli
9. Road and portation issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer openmons and the history of egg layer opernuon violations
in Mlch:gnn Pm reoords of egg layer op in Michigan show a d g trend of

g and y violations. We fw a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek's Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Suzanne Devine




devineslaw101@gmail com

860 S Zeeb Rd
Ann Arbor, M1 48103
United States

<http:/furl 7405 allsend i d fwflopenTupn=czul NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-

2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgulXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEy CMgPTRIAcSK8kiSqr9T 7p6BhGr39kNPrdZtRIKNBvNrtd-

2FX6S TmSSWNLUodwGwWK OMg04vgdCNNXxBumfa0TcDGz0wyOXGY 7D7003S0fob W6 104kJCIOUVDSMWPSaLNzCPTro56nK 1 2tczW 3A2heQeHRBZKHA VbyUshDe YhiZz2NPB2w-
2FuUSBYEqV 3yeGKLqHQ8qxk037FuY 7al XtJ Tot8qUc1 TSFKZ2A8TNDIbply GZ-2B450r07XmbhPZ wGHqsGyi3PwwCIgM6iPRAMP2nbM-2FKFo6 F8MwnDrweB TEQodQch-
2BGWiXCr08-2FL 100fbMuUp-2FB7iCjXYEeGP>



From: B8ill Vargo

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Deny the siing application
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:20:14 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan. gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Bill Vargo and I reside at

375 Sommerset Drive

Grayslake, IL 60030

United States

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters,

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air poltution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.



10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Bill Vargo
vargo84@gmail.com

375 Sommerset Drive
Grayslake, IL 60030
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzL vWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DW vny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjusUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgul XWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACcSK 80eFiJ 1rDpmDJIm2Pdk213sWcLyJSS5-
2Bnhzj TM2AHDqxx2LjUgy Y8CgCKs20BLXN7VF 761 VrsZrs8Snan8go8Pn05ciPjXzA TqJuxvQ13610b-

2Bcwec YXaWMjh1sTuDdVbkeRiAtMf2uz6qr2-2BWHvPH16j63zu-2BONSPIrUBRm4bRIdxPaHOr0oUoZ YH5SNgsLShv-
2Bx6tqsitnTmCTWVvIDEANo07boSUXZ VRnJSMRhXKNSWhOVox5volch7mOPC4PMTbc04XSGgSvIruSjkGT6QbRhDVCU0cOb97T3dobFqODI-
2F6kykUQGicTOOPbibBHWIL>



MDA-AE-Commission

From: Tom Hickey <tomhickey@cressyeverett.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 3:34 PM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: NO to Factory Farms in Sister Lakes

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Tom Hickey and | reside at 31445 County Line Road, Dowagiac (North Shore of Magician Lake). | am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

| am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation

1






as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

11. | am a licensed Realtor in the state of Michigan and my clients are typically waterfront buyers and sellers in the Sister
Lakes area. The Real Estate both residential and 2nd home investors would surely be devastating to the values of these
properties if this operation moves forward.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Tom Hickey
tomhickey@cressyeverett.com

31445 County Line Road
Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States







MDA-Ag-Commission

From: Patrick Nugent <pnugent@aldridgegroup.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 3:34 PM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect Sister Lakes

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Patrick Nugent and | reside at
67547 Victory Shore Drive
Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States
.| am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

| am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.
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5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek'’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Patrick Nugent
pnugent@aldridgegroup.com

67547 Victory Shore Drive
Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States






MDA-Ag-Commission

From: Anne Marie McCrary <annemarie@getgordon.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 3:11 PM

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Protect the Environment

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Anne Marie Polk Muller McCrary and my family and | have owned property on Magician Lake for past one-
hundred and thirteen years. | am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s
decision.

My grandfather purchased two-hundred and seventy-five acres spanning between Curran Beach Road and Pleasant
Street. The land begins at M-152 and extends to the Magician lakefront. My grandfather developed the lakefront by
building a number of summer cottages. My uncle further developed the property by building approximately ten annually
occupied structures and additional summer vacation rentals. Today, we operate as Polk Properties, LLC, which rents and
leases lake front land to vacationers traveling from lllinois, Indiana and surrounding towns. Our small business is nestled
amongst other small businesses, which have served the Sister Lakes community. The vast majority of people in the Sister
Lakes area utilize the areas lakes for water sports, general recreation and vacation.

My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
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recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the

quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and

MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone. As a small business who advertises to vacationers, the odor
emitted from the proposed chicken farm will substantially impact our viability.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water
quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Lastly, the placement of the chicken farm is in direct conflict with the nature of the economy of the surrounding
community given the Sister Lakes area and portions of Dowagiac are dependent on vacationers and other tourism for

income.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Anne Marie McCrary
annemarie@getgordon.com






30714 Polk Road
Dowagiac, M| 49047
United States






From: Michele Kilgore

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:29:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Michele Kilgore and I reside at
65915 Turpin rd

Cassopolis, MI 49031

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD?’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water




quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Michele Kilgore
kilgoremichele4 13@gmail.com

65915 Turpin rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031
United States

<http://url7405 .alIsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-
2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-

2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDij uSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgulX WaFsHdfU kakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRlAc5K8Kj uRt-
2BK-2F gSiOthOXpizTng-ZFBIlXQCfng FqKM8YtywAZb7h-2F32iIGSLQZZB-ZngPxAOm7Q2A7tharXA 14uvTi-
2FJPYkmrsFh6BoQZgeJFiUX59-2BnX9wF1 iqu-2F9UXypvquEGnt-2BhrquSdan6MpQMYtW sJZPogxK SVH-
2BozGEqGk1 e8Xs9gz3L7LABz-2FZBHr3ITVszQXkJ gAss7nl-

2F5GJzxVd6SkroPZHIsJrbtIgCSAIT) sFgNHMQ32zSJCjoTLC1 XIN9rpfzv-2B8st-2BYw7nw4vqYS7oks-
2ByX8TysIP8Zt1nBZ8V W 5n6oxnotbuy 1m>



From: Katherine Grzesiak

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Gister Lakes is NOT for Factory Farms
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:32:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Katherine Grzesiak and I reside at

67599 95th

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

-1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public heaith risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater
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contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios,

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must gjve
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing, Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite,

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Katherine Grzesiak
kgrzesiak@comcast.net

67599 95th
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 .allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtguIXWanHdfUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRlAc5K8OUiNg4YoKA-
2BIwn8pXnDwMIT fG-2F2MNszJOh7DHXZbDAO-ZByDj3EIH-2BTni2qUﬁPAp?mkPgngOpaWzRPtQBw8wlOBjEvOaGHE-
2FB-ZB6W-2FLgDsI4EwwOmRfAlOesDEeUbv7GlGSHQ]QGQObPGTn9i2cquZmaWoVPPOtiunF 2GE9M-
28anngkprROur6y9ZOix-2BmIl-2F8vT1'nﬂ IYSN SORv2M3EmyaRuqQSgRSbBBD-2B] K5D50wd-

2FhgdOLIWvuYAaTI8aes] u25AjXr9dQfIDL-2F-2BO-2F 67R45rPaxCkGT2VyjZdSxYr0JYDD fg0BP1hx471xzl>



From:

Toi MRA:AQ-CommisRen

Subject: Siser Lakes deserves better
Data: Tuesday, Juy 25, 2023 2:32:20 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Katherine Grzesiak and I reside at

67599 95th

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. Fam submitti in opposition to the Silver Creck Siting Application and MDARD’s decision
1 am a concemed citizen, writing to express fi about the proposed site

suitability determination for the new industnial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability ination: This site is inapp for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as envi J impact, ag! of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not idered here, or dered v pletel

2. Site is “not ptable” for b k production and not a Category 2: The proposcd site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potcutial for environmenta! and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public are critical in decisions of this

agnitude. | am d about the adeq of public notice - several houscholds and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs® “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to id proxi to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movic theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Sitver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead pi ion areas and proposed manure spreading arcas, wetlands and fi dplai
recreation and surface water p ion are very imp o our ity’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, ncither MDARD nor Silver Creck evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this acility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for ¢gg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creck’s management of animal waste is a
major concem, but Silver Creck only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Apphication.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

bl including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer op ions in Michigan for manure p

and manure spreading acreage needs isnota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly d about how the operati di i d its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant p ial envi 1 and health implicati

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
neced th gh ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not cvaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer op n showa ing trend of
i 1 negli and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solety focus on the economic benefits to one fanm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite

Thank you for your time and consideration We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application

Sincerely,
Katherine Grzesiak
kgrzesiak@comeast.net

67599 95th
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<nttp:/furl7405 allsend. itysend jwflopenfupn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Ug6mk7DWvay-
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From: Soott Kilgore

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: No factory farms in our town
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:29:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Scott Kilgore and I reside at

65915 Turpin rd

Cassopolis, MI 49031

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. [ believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement arc critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required




to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Scott Kilgore
kilgoremichele413@gmail.com

65915 Turpin rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender. com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
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From: Raegan Wild

To: MDA-AQ-Commission
Subject: Sister Lakes Is NOT for Factory Farms
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:29:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Raegan Wild and I reside at

50095 Michigan 152

Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States

1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation MDARD"s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the
were not idered here, or considered i pletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public engag are critical in decisions of this

gnitude. I am d about the adeq of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4 GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations, MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to resid proximity to high-use aress like the
daycare, the wedding reception busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and fl dplai
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community's way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creck evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters

]

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can sigr Iy reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concem, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Applicati

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

probl including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michi for manure p!

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has signifi ial envi | and health implicati

BY L4

9. Road and P ion issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
i I negli and We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

o) &' Y

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creel’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, | believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and ity wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,



Raegan Wild
raeganwild2001@gmail.com

50095 Michigan 152
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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ZBNDQ5k3CN9ErJ'UquOSC4flI-ZBgY7w4b4FbGNq7ehFBgchWXAgwALQ[PynUQzLiGXRxOMW-ZBStmPB-2BSdaBdeGQMxxAdorKB-ZFWarOGtSWEq-
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From: Martha Boulanger

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:29:21 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Martha Boulanger and I reside at

66221 Turpin rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031
United States
I 'am sub g in opp: to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's deciston.
I am a concemned citizen, writing to express i about the proposed site
deter for the new industrial egg-laying 1on in Cass County, Michigan,

Silver Creek. [ believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting applicanon. My concems are as follows

1. Site suitability determination: This site |s inappropnate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s

own cntical factors such as | impact, of prod waste, odors,
potential health nisks, social impacts, and economlc lmpam 10 olher members of the community
were not dered here, or d

2. Site 1s “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health nsks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public are critical in decisions of this

de. | am d about the adeq of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequalel) address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s prop 10 resid: proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
dnnking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p: ion areas and proposed manure ding areas, wetlands and floodp!

recreation 1 and surface water p are very imp to our ity’s way of life and

economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particulanties of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby direcily affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7 Land appllcanon The appllcauon of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

ding the p J for runofT into surface water and groundwater
comammanorL Simply relylng on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underesimated its
mortalities, and its lack of plannmg to manage and dispose of dead birds and to control odors

This issue has significant ] and health impli
9. Road and p ion issues: The i in trafﬁc, road wear and tear, and related safety
need th h ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its lmpams on our community.
10. General i ion on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in de\lgan Pst records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
and latory violati We fear a repeat of such scenanos.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemned citizen, I behieve that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Martha Boulanger
kilgoremicheled13@gmail.com

66221 Turpinrd
Cassopolis, MI 49031



United States
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From: Krista Soktis
Yot X

Subjects NO to Siver Creek Poultry

Deta: Tuesday, Ry 25, 2023 2:33:29 PH

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspici ils to gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Krista Sofus and I reside at
M

United States
1 2m submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision.

1 am a concemed citizen, wnitmg Lo express significant concerns sbout the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industnal egg-laying operation m Cass County, Michigan,
Sitver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
densed the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site switability Thus site 18 L folmeulayeropmnnu MDARD"s
own critical factors such as envar impact, waste, odors,
polmmlhhhmb.mnlmpuu.mdmmnmwumolhamanhsofﬂnwmmny
were not idered bere, or

2 Site 1s "ot ble™ for livestock ion and not a Category 2¢ The proposed site does
ot fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
mmpvmmmwrmmwmmmwmummmmMa
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have geated 1t as “not acceptable” for
tivestock production and deued the siting application

3, and public ical in decisions of this
mmn&lmmmnﬂabomduldeq\-cyo[wbhcm several households and
buninesses were excluded (rom Silver Creek's public notice and from MDARD's review, makmg
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
consderations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These inchude

for example Silver Creek's proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theatr, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
mllhndpmlchonmmdpmposedmmmmwmmnoodﬁ.m
recreation and surface water protection ase very tmportant 1o our community”s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abendoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such ions can reduce the
thlyofl:!el‘otMmdm&lhuebydmydfawlhemmmhlyofﬂ:omm
a3 well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for cgg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdaw
its spproval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manitre management and system plans: Silver Creek's management of animal waste is 8
major concem, but Silver Croek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impects on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for nmoff mto surface water and groundwaler

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

0 do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality We are greatly d about how th its
mnahms.tndmlukol‘phnnmwmm;emdaspouordﬂdbnds.mdwwnnolofbn
This issue has sig potential

9. Road and transportation issues. The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns noed thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General i jon on egg layer -Mmehxmfyofq;hy«opcmnnwohmm
mmcm mmmdaofq;hyaopamonsmmmdmw-dmmbm
and ,mhmw:fmatq)alofuhmm

In light of these concams, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site switabality determination
and deny Silver Creck'’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one ferm - but must give
oqual weight to environments) sustainability, public health, and commuruty wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposile,

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Krista Sottis
kristasoltis@gmail.com

M

United States

<http:/huri7405 allsend. NUFHXEFQ37Z1A(QzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1UqSmk 7DWvny-

ZBWXNQDMM{DITQDVKJMUIQQINBOVUyUQM CMgPTRIACSKEcACPBovg)istqh02 THCTSSVQuoF 2 TWv TqkUnjkJQz Y Sp-2BGKxhMBLiqs TkmNVgyCnRhVIINW1 fTHK-

2FRAOGedVLICwgTDSI7TomBBLRQKICqolJ-2BCedxyQm7wpL.6NFe29mstr-2F V-2F-

2Fucy4iHjtxWi| 1ZjgydinvirSp; Sadqur YKBUD}XGAOZm 7cG2I3B Y X23WW35F Tcz8MKal Y3TUOC 5L Gs6uK HigBHBmnBoe UHGSPRZWBBSBZ{Yy yGeSTUQIe3L XpXOEGHETyIbWK2C 1) YGPOXJgGIUy TamMyLil






From: James Walls

To: MDA-Ag-Comumission
Subject: Factory Farming is NOT Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:50:15 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is James Walls and I reside at

50131 E Lake Shore Drive

Dowagiac, IL 49047

United States

_ | am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concemns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Sitver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met. MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Sitver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on 1and can exacerbate water and air poliution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate




- e ——— —— —-___._—-__.__-—‘_____..__.._-,_-_..__-___ -

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios,

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek's Siting Application.

Sincerely,
James Walls
walls4 1 3@gmail.com

50131 E Lake Shore Drive
Dowagiac, IL 49047
United States



From: Barbara Bobkiewicz

To: MDA-AQ-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:50:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Barbara Bobkiewicz and | reside at

32536 cable parkway road

Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States

_Iam submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

[ am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
sitver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of




this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on €gg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Brian Rice
briancrice@yahoo.com

31939 Jones Dr
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http:ff'url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ3 7ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM] Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDiju5UXaU2thNBOVUyUtgulXWaFstfUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K8HFbA8W7s-
2FfkEjsZal ¢85Bk67RsuZhD-2B-2BjL81 Hi5vIVGxa9a8ms8 YzBfw bNH37V 3ebrezhatUj-2F wc6d7KhTWoQCAD-
2FEGzQESv0Sibo1 pVZxTGIOcyS3iEDKbDRWzszrqusJﬁAoEhoquQLMvaszXbnyqj 1ZpOxrc-



From: Karen Bachman

To: MDA-pg-Commission

Subject: Opposed to Siiver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 3:11:13 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Karen Bachman, and I reside at 50072 E. Lake Shore Drive, Dowagiac. [ am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD”s decision.

T am a concerned citizen, writing to express signift about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying op ion in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD''s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the i
were not idered here, or idered i pletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp y and public engag are critical in decisions of this
itude. [ am d about the adeq of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making

this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to resid proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources, and other wells that were not identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetland and floodplai
recreation and surface water protection are crucial to our community’s way of life and
not to ion our i and our health. Importanty, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the

quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation

as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and

MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions. MDARD MUST immediately withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is &

major concem, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its potential impacts on local water quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community,
MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application period!!

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

probl including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michig for manure p!

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.

This issue is and is known to have significant p | } and health implications. This is ly troubling that the disregard of the health & safety of “our community * is non
existent. .
9. Road and portation issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community
10. General infi ion on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michig; show a disturbing trend of
i ! negli and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wetlbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application

Sincerely,

Mrs. Karen M. Bachman
50072 E. Lake Shore Drive
Dowagiac, Mi

K bach 1@ net




Sincerely,
Karen Bachman
karenbachman1@comcast.net

50072 E. Lake Shore Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://ur7405 allsend itysend fwilopen?upn=czul NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
ZBDpdQ8006XNQDJ4JaHDlTQDijuSUXaUZthNBOVUyU(guIXWanHdﬂJkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8Pva7el3HGUT4qﬂ.OYCJbcp4$5cC7hHmtDchYhaL0pth5Kng9s4]a-
2FV9TUm2BpPIekZpX86Gg2CmX Ghad-2Fo-2FfrSkiRiF zuMgp3BAEXmF Ipz9iMIwL 1 f-2FNAdvz87eB-2BUOG Y 2ulfj52-2B VBpvDdeBwVvapl4A-

2Brg7KBNZ LISIEUCS3xHzQdynAmdU 141 0aqNIx YxgPlugd| WOh6R- 2Ff2gsmOXoUgs AUWHK 2HOzr PYFdf-2BeCov6iMj-ZFjURDMNpODATFK CnMIDRhy SjUdq-2BqBDeeShcS V-
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From: Karen Conwoy

To: MDA-Ag-Commission

Subject: Opposition to Siiver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, My 25, 2023 2:28:32 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Karen Conroy and me and my entire family have our second home on 92143 Fairview Ave, Sister Lakes, Benton Harbor, 49022. I am submitti in ion to the Silver Creek
Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemned cmzen, writing to express i about the proposed site

suitability di ion for the new ind ] egg-laying op in Cass County, Michigan,

Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropnate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as | impact, of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, md economlc lmpacts 10 other members of the commumity
were not idered here, or idi

2. Site is “not ptable” for li k d and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Cuegory 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp and public are critical in decisions of this

de. [ am d about the ad: of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek's public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequa(ely addnss these concemns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s prop p to resid; proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding recepnon business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were niot even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p ion areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplai
recreation and surface water p ion are very imp to our ity’s way ol' life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor mode! does not even account for egg lavers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek's ranagement of animal waste is a
major concemn, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the prop: manure plan and its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land appllcauon The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater
comammauon Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
1o do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planmng to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors

This issue has significant p i | and health impli
9. Road and p ion issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough ideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the hmory of egg Iuyer operauon violations

in Mlchlgan Past records of egg Iaver p in show a di g trend of
and reg y violati Wefwarepeaxofsuchscenunos

Inlight of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Karen Conroy
kfodcl@comeast.net

92143 Fairview Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
United States
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To: v
[¢ First
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:25:29 PM

From: John and Ann Touhy
MDA-Ag-Commission

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is John and Ann Touhy and [ reside at

62560 Gilmore Avenue

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social imp and impacts to other bers of the community
were not considered here, or idered i pletely.
2. Site is “not ptable” for li k production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to resid proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creeck or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed preading areas, wetlands and floodplai
recreation and surface water protection are very imp to our ¢« ity’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the operati
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek's management of animal waste is a
major concem, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed t plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air poliution

bl including the p ial for runofY into surface water and groundwater

Michi
&

g,

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in for p
and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to ge and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant p jal envirc | and health implicati

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer opcrations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
! negli lati We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

envi glig and regulatory vi

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of




this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
John and Arn Touhy
jtouhy 122@gmail.com

62560 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url 7405.allsend itysend mm/wf/open?upn=czuLNUFH)CEFQ37ZirlszLvWBmzPKC~2FhGMqu6mk7Dany~
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2FWXn4{kIHSsAMnDSy4HIbGX85kDITHQcC WhgSxrK6q77wSQRUSfavb A2k XFFIROvktvSIita8-
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. Lam subaittiag commeats in opposition Lo the Silver Creck Siting Application ead MDARD's docision.

f . iting Lot .
cxitability detorminaticn for the new industrial cgg-leying operstion i Cass Covety, Michigea,
Sitver Creck. [ beliave il proparty spply the GAAMPs,

dcnind the siting applicstion. My conocrs are as follows:

1. Site suitabili imstion: This site s & ists for an ogg Layer operstion. MDARD'S
ows oritical factors such as eavirommental impect, managemcat of prodoction wasts, odors,
mﬁdwmmhmdmh‘-mmm--mdmm-iy
wers ot considered bere, or considered incompletely.

2 Site is "mot soceptable™ for livestook production end aot a Category 2: The proposed site does
B for C 20 ion s the GAAMPY
il ghves the high potentil f =k

should have evaluatod this as Ctogory 2. bet should heve treated it as “wot sccepteble™ for
Livestook production and deaied the siting spplication.

3. Deficicacy of actice: Transparency snd peblio cagsgemaent are aritical in decisices of this
wagaitude. | am comoemod shomt the sdequasy of peblic notioe - severs) howscholds sad
Isinceses wers exchaded from Silver Cruck's public notioe aad from MDARD's review, meking
1his entire eiting application deficieat.

4. GAAMP:" “sdditions! comsiderations™ 5ot met: MDARD's GAAMPs have edditioaal
comsiderations, MDARD did not sdecastely sddross thess conocrns. Thess incheds

for crmmple Silver Croek’s proposed proxiamity 10 residenoes, proximity o high-use arcas like the
deyear, the wedkding reoeption besincas. the outdoos drive-a movse thestar, aad the chrch,
rinking water soarves aad otber wells that wers ot evea ideatified by Silver Crock or MDARD.

[ spresding arves, wetlaads end floodplams,
recreation aad surface welor protoctson #r¢ Very importast to our commeaity’s way of lfe
A ; S Sl

econceny.
-h-dnudp-vdnhui--dhowhhtnuiyuhy-ﬁd--hwﬂl'-pacum

5. Odor controk: The strong odors assosiated with such oper igi reduos the
quality of lifes for I dirotly effoctis ad of the opersiion.
0 well as publio bealth. MDARD's own odor moded does sot even soocmt for egg layens, asd

\ Croek to grously
s approval sad deay the epplication on thas issse alonc.

6. Manurs @asagement aad system plans: Silver Croek's management of animal waste is 8
@or comeem, but Sifver Crock oaly provided genen imformation. We are very worried abost
(ho efficacy of the proposed maaere mansgement plas and its potential impacts on focal water

quality nd public health. Without mors specifics oa how this will affect our commesity, MDARD
should aot have allowed this Sitzag Apphication.

7 Land spplication: The epplication of wasts oa laad can exacerbate water and aif poftution
problems, inciading the polential for rumoff into verfaos water aad groundwater

ccatamination. Sunply relying oa “other™ egg laysr operations @ Michigan for manare production
d manwre spreading acroags ecods is Dot & siamepectfic malysis, which MDARD i required
1040 under e GAAMPY

2. Mortality unegement. We are greatly comoemed aboot bow the operstion usderaatizated its
moxtalitics, mod its lack of plansing (o mansge aad dpose of dead bird, sad 10 coutrol odor.
This iseos has iad ad health imphst

9.Roed

sues: The incresse in traffi wear mad tear,
P o s & "

(hin isse and its Empects oa oW Commusity.

10 Gemeral o g3 leyer open of egg layer operation violations
1a Michigan: Past records of cgg leyer operstions m Mickigen show a distarbing tread of
! negligeace olations W fear a repeat of sach socaarios.

ta light of thex ooacerna, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial sito suitabikity detcrmination
and deny Silver Creck's siting applicaion. As 8 conoerned cilize, | believe that decisions of
his mogaitade should act solely focus ca Use 60000m benefits 10 one farm - bot must give
oqual weight i  sustainabilit commenity wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the cxact opposite.

Thank yos for yoor t ideration. We wrge 4 s decision and 16
deay Sitver Creck’s Sitiag Application.

Sincerely,

jobenickil 367@gmail.com
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From: Mary Elizabeth Rice

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Stop the factory farm in Southwest Michigan
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:25:26 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Mary Elizabeth Rice and I reside at
31939 Jones Drive

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
silver Creek. | believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, g of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the ity
were not idered here, or idered i pletely.

2. Site is “not ptable” for li L duction and not a Category 2: The proposed site does

not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek's proposed p y to resid proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed ding areas, wetlands and floodplai

recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors jated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the operati
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is 8
major concem, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed g t plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Applicati

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
probl including the p ;al for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer op ions in Michigan for prod

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

3. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to ge and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant p ial envi 1 and health implicati

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
tal neglig and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

eny

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting pplication. As a d citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give




equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Mary Elizabeth Rice
mrsmbrice@yahoo.com

31939 Jones Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 allsend itysend: .com/wf/open?upn=czuLN'JFHXEFQ37ZirlszLvWBmzPKC-ZFhGMqu6mk7Dany-
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From: JOHN DOOLIN

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:25:25 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is JOHN DOOLIN and I reside at
50816 west bay road

dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.




10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application,

Sincerely,
JOHN DOOLIN
JOHNDOOOLIN6559@COMCAST.NET

50816 west bay road
dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Natasha Stewart

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Factory farms don"t belong in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:25:16 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Natasha Stewart. I reside at 51567 Leach Road in Dowagiac, Michigan. My home is approximately 2000 feet from the
proposed Silver Creek Poultry egg-laying operation in Silver Creek Township.

I, like several of my neighbors, have significant concerns about the proposed facility and the harm it would bring to our families,
investments, and community. A community that has proven to be passionate about keeping an industrial poultry farm out of our
community, a resort area that is not suited for this type of operation. We have rallied together without any help from those that we
have elected to serve us, joined forces in a short period of time, researched, collaborated with professionals, and proved to many that
we are activists when it comes to the place many of us live, visit, and love. A group of positive, persistent, and uplifting individuals
that we are all proud to call Protect Sister Lakes.

Sister Lakes, a resort area just over a mile away from the proposed site for Silver Creek Poultry LLC is an area that has 10 beautiful
freshwater lakes within a six-mile radius. Throughout the year, people from all over come to experience what our area has to offer.
Whether it's gathering with their families to BBQ lakeside, heading off to the drive-in theatre for a show, taking a walk to observe the
many bald eagle nests, picking fruits and vegetables from a local u-pick farm, attending the annual Fourth of July Big Foot Parade, or
even visiting in the winter to experience the snow and what it means to ice fish. No matter what time of year you visit, you’re always
welcome to come relax in a charming community with a small-town feel. Those are only a few of the many reasons that I chose Silver
Creek Township near Sister Lakes to build my home and raise my family.

My husband and I got married in 2013 and began to search for that perfect piece of property to build our future home and start our
family. After years of waiting, searching, and working with realtors we landed on an open and empty area of land next to two very
wonderful families on Leach Road. A property that was near the volunteer fire department that we are both members of, a local church
that hosts outdoor services, a family farmer with cattle across the street, several vegetable farms, and a gravel pit. Fast forward 10
years, we have invested our savings, our time, and so many of our resources into creating a home that is perfect for our family. What
we love most about our house and the property we live on is the environment that surrounds us. It's quiet, it's full of wildlife, and it's
the perfect place to relax after a long day of our stressful jobs in public service.

Each year we host our son's birthday party outside where friends and family come to celebrate his latest trip around the sun. The kids
look forward to racing each other up and down the water slide that we rent from a local business, the adults gather around the pole
bamn with our favorite foods (firemen sure do love to eat), and we cherish each other's company as we make another year of memories
here in Silver Creek Township. It is devastating to me that an individual from another community can propose an industrial operation
in our neighborhood and potentially destroy the things we look forward to most.

What I don't want to and should not have to do is consume more of my resources to ensure that my family is safe and that we can
enjoy our property in ways that we always have. Our drinking well here is just over 60 feet deep, when discussing with the Health
Department who would be responsible to monitor the quality of it, they stated that as the property owner, I would be responsible for
this. There is great potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater contamination. The same goes for air quality, it's not just
the smell that concerns me, it's the quality of the air that my family and I breathe. These critical factors as well as environmental
impact, management of production waste, odors, potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the
community were not considered by MDARD comprehensively. The proposed site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation.

Silver Creek Poultry’s application to MDARD was subpar, lacking evidence, research, and facts to be complete. In addition to the
concerns listed in the appeal, I have concerns about the gravel pits. When sand and gravel extraction occur below the water table,
groundwater naturally fills the gravel pit, forming a lake. The creation of gravel pits can therefore affect groundwater quality, which is
especially important in areas that use groundwater as a source of drinking water. Silver Creek Poultry is proposing to site its operation
on an abandoned gravel pit. That gravel pit has a pond of some sort on the south side. MDARD has done no investigation of the
connection this pond, or other sections of the gravel pit property, may have to groundwater and our drinking water. Gravel pits and
quarries can affect groundwater and surface water and may have lasting effects on ground and surface waters. At a minimum,
MDARD should conduct a baseline analysis of the site before reviewing the Silver Creek Siting Application, but it did not do that. We
have submitted several public records requests for this information, but it has not been released.

1, along with hundreds of other individuals of Protect Sister Lakes urge you to withdraw your site suitability determination and deny
Silver Creek’s siting application. Decisions of this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must




give equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community well-being of an entire area. Allowing this
application would do the exact opposite. Like the great Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “The time is always right to do what is
right.”

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Natasha Stewart
natasha.tanzillo@gmail.com

51567 Leach Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Tesri Decker

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Sitver Creek Poultry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:08:16 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Terri Decker and I reside at

67677 Victory Shore Drive

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

_1am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Sitver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.



9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations, We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concemns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Terri Decker
sf2470@aol.com

67677 Victory Shore Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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2Fj9sJBJG7ngi3Izm4quXlmeyFIf2-2FL8vEZMOkte9mrl5je9y96ynSqOZcherQXV6RzSCL4chYUw6pxRQb9quktEu-
2FYgKP7fpYIOrHs270vGTyaYPR 1hh>



From: Elizabeth Wiseman

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:08:09 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Elizabeth Wiseman and I live at 6800 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, 48013. I am opposed to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision on
site suitability. [ am submitting and adding my voice to the following comments, and respectfully request you DO NOT APPROVE this application for a new industrial
egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan, Silver Creek. In this case MDARD should have denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as envi § impact, g of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the community
were not considered here, or idered i pletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high p ial for envi 1 and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this

de. I am c d about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the

daycare, the wedding r i the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed g areas, wetlands and floodplai

recreation and surface water protection are very rmponam to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the operati
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential envi I and health impli

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Mlchrgan Past records of egg layer operauons in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
envi glig and reg y violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creck’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 1 ask that MDARD withdraw its decision and deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.



Sincerely,
Elizabeth Wiseman
edevinewiseman@gmail.com

6800 Scio Church Road
Ann Arbor, M1 48103
United States
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From: Kate Oosterwal

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect the Environment
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:07:24 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kate Oosterwal and I reside at 31276 Topash St in Dowagiac, Michigan. | am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and
MDARD’s decision.

[ am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as environmental unpact, managcment of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and pacts to other bers of the community
were not id dered letel

d here, or consi incomp y.

2. Site is “not ptable” for li 1 duction and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this

gnitude. [ am d about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concemns. These include
for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the

daycare, the wedding r i the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
dnnkmg water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed g areas, wetlands and floodplai

recreation and surface water protection are very nmponant to our community’s way of tife and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned grave! mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social ptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underesti odor emissi MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.
7. Land lication: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air poliution

g the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater
contammauon Sunply relymg on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concened about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to contro odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.



1 have a 5 month old daughter whom is being raised in this area, and as a mother I feel absolutely sick to my stomach that this could p ially includ hing as harmful
and polluting as this operation. I want her, my future children and any children in this area to be able to play outside, as
children should, without any risks or worry that may come from this “farm.”

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kate Oosterwal
kated_1505@yahoo.com

31276 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Dana Gramprie

Tot MDA-AQ-Commission

Subject AGAINST Sitver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, iy 25, 2023 2:07:23 PH

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspi cmails to ami gov

Dear Commissioners,

MynmeisDanaGmmpriemdlmldem

2200 Glendaloch Road

Ann Arbor, M1 48104

United States

.lam it in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.
1 am a concemed citizen, wnting (o Express ignifi about the proposed site

suitabili ination for the new ind | egg-laying op in Cass County, Michigan,

ty
Silver Creek. I belicve MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability ination: This site is inapprop for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as envi | impact, of production waste, odors,
poteatial health risks, social impacts, and economic 1mpacts o other members of the communty
were not idered here, or dered 1 pletely

2. Site is “not ptable” for li k prod and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs

guidelines, given the high pr ial for envi ! and public health nsks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for

livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Defici of notice: Transp and public engagement are critical in decisions of this

agnitude. [ am d sbout the adeq of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek's public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’® “additional considerations™ not met. MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not dequately address these These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed p imity to resids proximity to high-use arcas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,

wellbead pr ion areas and proposed manure Sp ding areas, wetlands and floodp
recreation and surface water px ion arc very imp to our ity's way of lifc and
economy. Importandy, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek cvaluated the particulanties of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular sitc will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can signuficantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model docs not even account for cgg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creck to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creck’s management of animal waste is 2
major concern, but Silver Creck only provided general information. We are very wormed about
the efficacy of the proposed manure plan and its p ial impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have ailowed this Siting Application

7. Land application: The application of waste on Iand can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for nunofY into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Mi higan for manure p

and manure spreading acreage needs is not & site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

3. Mortality management: We are greatly d about how the operati d 1 d its
montalities, and its lack of planning to manage and disposc of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential 1 and health implicati

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need th h ideration, yet the siting applicat and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on cgg layer operations and the
in Michigan: Past records of cgg layer op in Mi

-4 Yy

history of egg layer operation violations
higan show a disturbing trend of
We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initia! site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, [ belicve that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic bencfits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek's Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Dana Gramprie
danagramprie@mac.com

2200 Glendaloch Road
Ann Arbor, M1 48104
United States

<lmp:llur|7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wﬂopen’?upn-cmLNIJFHXEFQ”ZirlIinWBmzPKC-ZH:GM 1UgSmk7DWvny-
2BDde8006)CNQDJ43:HDlTQDiju5UXaU2thN BOVUyUtgul XWaF! stﬂJkakuZ6(GGNEyCMgPTR.lAcSKSanHDRhI’mHvPhYBUdrrdZJESOqu6YYlwIPzrnJZmlanMPGmllhnleV’l‘(thqsINggdh-t—
2FY7Sq,lkozCSFnAllepFRJZVSOAnuS\:BvIMhOSmiOxthC ImVYD-ZFnOXzEWUFI%-IBS-ZBWxWonchuys-ZFOuzllSqu-ZB-ZBs7nuGNAlsJmC~2FNlS7pk&deng-ZBVlQOLYjTQquP-
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From: Augustus Baerg

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:06:20 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Augustus Baerg and I reside at

30906 Topash Street

DOWAGIAC, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creck or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD




should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors,
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Augustus Baerg
augustusb06@gmail.com

30906 Topash Street
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-
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From: Sunday Harvie

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:06:15 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Sunday Harvie and I reside at

3035 S. Hickory Ridge Trail

Milford, MI 48380

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor mode! does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.




7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and heaith implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Sunday Harvie
sundayharvie@msn.com

3035 S. Hickory Ridge Trail
Milford, MI 48380
United States
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From: John Koselka

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect the Environment
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:41:44 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is John Koselka and I reside at

860 S ZEEB RD

ANN ARBOR, M1 48103

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate




this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing, Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
John Koselka
spotteddogbuilds@gmail.com

860 S ZEEB RD
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103
United States
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From: Lori Bannow

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Stop the factory farm in Southwest Michigan
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:41:43 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Lori Bannow and I reside at

50821 Maple Island Rd

Dowagiac, MI 49046

United States

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I'am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2, Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient,

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application,

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.




In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Lori Bannow
Ibannow 1964@yahoo.com

50821 Maple Island Rd
Dowagiac, M1 49046
United States
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From: Gerardo Rivera

To: -AQ- i

Subject: Factory farms don"t belong in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:40:06 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Gerardo Rivera and I reside at

30851 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.



9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Gerardo Rivera
dngrivera060! @gmail.com

30851 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirIszLvWBmzPKC-ZFhGMqu6mk7Dany-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaU2thNBOVUyUtguIXWanHdtUkakuZGfGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSKs19X0qu7ESPHZOSTcMre-
2BBPUJOVMT3d-ZwaKwSWwIFJW4N8grvangS-ZBJgGZqLanwrngu-2BUKwI[anbOKmSthR9MAiT67qutSZ-
2BsbNkd700qjLeB3WpQS5LnUZeL XgV4X251Cd33RF-2BqJz6mVo7IMidytiHfnzZXDVW7sXqHA pap-

2FR7Vul VJK03b47AuDb6iDkrm3EoPxNIzbPv35xSeU2Y 50ZeG8HVBbyWIbC WGS50yNXCYRqOVhHIY10J vRzxVbag92Z8Rr56S11puDTj13bTQK-
2BZsBxB7yuMZpBmdLi3MNSuPVN-2FbLsvdsgHXIv>



From: Jason Peterson

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:39:56 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jason Peterson and [ reside at
United States
.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

[ am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4 GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.




10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jason Peterson

japete03@gmail.com

United States

<http:Hurl7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQS?Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
28Dde8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDijuSUXaUZthNBOVUyUtgulXWandeUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTR]AcSK8an39zRaBGMtTKVth6KmquT-
2F50KRevy0K acdVx8hBbDhXb6RuXpyoaQo78p-

2F58bcPLZ5C6EYoyLphpMIaQf1 k6Q2ynS71UXOPSOcAMNZM5w30pQYkelEuA 1Z9NctqeN3pMpK Fec27-2FJXID1 QOt9DMKN4 V-
2BH3cKaa3Ljv0fJZGeXxKXfFIMIjxrxOEYMud4Url4FPfONnZ HW. c8jil XIXHS Yeryns X Vyilk YsOwF Sxsbjll-2FvaBel VXuwCuOi8UT6Uch4 1 X-
2BH76YdirR-2Bn4PUpZzn7s-2F -2BeQTsDk-2BrBbgL6jwCZITuEQL WNwbpl2dmZsWu>



From: Diane Strieter

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:14:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Diane Strieter and I reside at

30581 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
welthead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water



quality and public health, Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely, B
Diane Strieter
dstrieterltd@comcast.net

30581 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-
2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkju5SUXaU2qQtNBOV UyUtgul XWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K 8Rn6R-
2Fj2Uryd4B4iaWXGBJqBSHv01mxuSDHDIChmRG9¢eVhilekfoJ2z-2FDDvadhMk W9R WbrIM-

2FymFBPV 1qnL2h28etJkrZGQSCeSCyCZawhr0XC2dyjph-2Bcvc66BbdDGXy2xehy2-
2F7qOXWs0EaSLd53UB253DYResByRNq7zsWNmDChgsIDHId0YGQ2QJW MY SAw2wPa3jOs3vBWoHYEXRMh-
2BCX-2BUdvX3zKIOxKFwm54kLErh-2BNhdxojxRkJfkwYFwLboVb-

2B9WNjKYmIHoEhOsGpOmA cjKtmaWmkI2IEB6ZfL WnR661K fP6xxww475REjA>



From: “Nikki Peter’s *

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Sitver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:06:22 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Nikki Peter’s and I reside at
United States
.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropnate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general infonmation. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.




In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community welibeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Nikki Peter’s
nikki@rstrieterltd.con

United States

<http://url7405 .allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Ug6émk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOVUyUtguIXWaFsHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIA ¢SK8NTszMsdptMibd Y2SERg9BQqfy7pnaod;C98-
2BtcEZfvdGf3EtM75y48-2FEZM5GSx 1kZ¢lG YFHmMDqqOdM2xqlODcaZxjhvnLafNItbnfmECGXLSRt71b-2BD-
2BP3THLxXRZUEu0a6sbxL2rO4NjU1rk1GiA8KipEgbX09Emd-2BwiPKL3ae Y1dyuOZI3pi-

2B7ZUphmgwpSiazlgK wBQrlyvjv2nx603W7WhMSEQUz7kqBYgpzOV7QynjfREdPpAUepDmfQ71aVjsAaGwrpRcNeacV VhDxR0s2in%)zL A-
2B3NctTBptbCj9VmDF88TJUKxyST-2BEC2qSz>
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From: Diane Strieter

To: -AQ- i
Subject: STOP the Siiver Creek Factory farm
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:06:11 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commiissioners,

My name is Diane Strieter and I reside at

30581 Magician Terrace

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”'s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public heaith. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.




This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Diane Strieter
dstrieterltd@comcast.net

30581 Magician Terrace
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.al lsend.communitysender.com/wﬂopen?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjus UXaU2qQINBOVUyUtgul XWaF stfUkakuZGfGGNEyCMgPTRlAcSK8qde5pngEDUCT6Ud2N—
ZBTyPMOIeLVHcmbUB6qZIKaHQTY3GvFad4TOVIUsqceNoS MzFQT-

2BTYCYqL3P6ZpFol ASWDXVIZkS50gdvznihN 8du2d9VCOMEp8j2CPVI6LOA0SeXjRO-2FZV 1AWjatx90yogryoNHWEOR SxX-
2FJaHcRx6fG17fS20zHx335Xp-2BntI511lyB806N ic0dSyHdyeagr62-2Ba gSCsNFaud26k6PqpniWoGNA7Lxo-2FmX, gQNO-2BR4-
2FF1i8stIZNm7AndDdsFKzSB9mzldahL EqIBGrILFF8ouP-2F, HFmE6dsDoFdzI9T20LVr>
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Opposed to Siver Creek Paukry
Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:04:22 PH
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CAUTION: Thisisan External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse/@michigan gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Ty Califfand | reside at 112 E Wildflower Niles M1 . [ am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD's decision. | grew up at Indian Lake and my wife grew up at
Round Lake, We had the best of childhood life's and wanted to move back in the area, but ot if this Chicken farm happens

1 am & concerned citizen, writing (o express significant concerns about the proposed site

itabili ination for the new indu | cgg-laying operati in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to property apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability ination: This site is inappropriate for an €gg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as 1 impact, t of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and cconomic impacts to other members of the community
were not idered here, or dered t fetely

2. Site is “not plable™ for li k producti nndnoqugoryl:Theproposednledoes
ot fulfill the requirements for Category 3 livestock production sites undet the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the hugh potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and densed the siting application.

3. Defici of notice. Transp: and public engag are critical in decisions of this

ragnitude. | am d about the ad of public notice - several households and
businceses were exchuded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs' “additional considerations” not met: MDARD's GAAMPs have sdditional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creck's proposed proxi ity to resid proximi whi;h-useuusliked\e
daycare, the wedding reception business, outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD.
wellhead p jon arcas and proposed manure spe di Mwedmdundﬂwdphins.
recreation and surface water p ion are very imp o our jity's way of life and
economy. Importantly. neither MDARD nor Silver Creek cvaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters,

5. Odor control: The strong odors inted with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for tocal residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD's own odor model docs not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the spplication on this issuc alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek's management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the cfficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on Tocal water

quality and public health, Without more specifics on how this will affect our community. MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land spplication: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for ranof¥ into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on ~other” egg layer operati in Michigan for manure pi

and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
1o do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly d sbout how the operati d its
monalities, and its lack of | planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential covi 1 and health implicat

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the sing application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community

10. General information on €gg layer operations and the history of ¢gg layer operation violations
inMicI\im:Puslnwrdsofegshyer perations in Michi show a disturbing trend o
i | negli gulatory viol We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concemns, We urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek's siting application. As a concered citizen, | believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to onc farm - but must give
cqual weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Ty Califf
jerric@gmail.com

112 W Wildflower
Niles, M1 49120
United States
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From: Judith Brock

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect Public Health
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:59:39 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Judith Brock and I reside at

12320 N Country Club Drive

Charlevoix, MI 49720-2016

United States

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concemn, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production




and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Judith Brock
jebrock42@gmail.com

12320 N Country Club Drive
Charlevoix, MI 49720-2016
United States

<http://url7405 allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNUF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOV Uy Utgul X WaFsHdfU SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIACSK8v7Yf8fnPV-
2BJpOszzQKvuHSaUPUOKTwsMdPOWnvJ8hwr5AGgt3 cNKwlOmIIUNMbunQwrDoUGvX20AizrdCGBzX-2FdlaE-
2BDw42YC21XmmAcvoTTSwlid-2F g8A 7K iegLuF mslm9cUt Y dApH | tHXPhEnR fDFH1gxFRnyBn5LRaMn21bJwUmQ1uNOCQ-
2FzP03XAZENMpfr5OLGxh6 Y WE6dTOUQ9YkppGoRGB7UaX9IWEwWztNmUSFXWCARxXjHUIQOIE4LvcKDNI2yJk1v64cl xCH2hf6-
2FkRcIGmmPqa-2F6DEjrg6lkbJv3Fu6ZrODS101U2jVRKPaR>



From: Mary Blanchard

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:55:36 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Mary Blanchard. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concemn, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concemns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations



in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Mary Blanchard
blanchmary@comcast.net

United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37ZirIthLvWBmzPKC-ZFhGMlUq6mk7Dany-
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From: Katie Johnson

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposition to Sitver Creek Pouttry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 12:43:13 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Katie Johnson. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a

major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water quality and public health. Without more specifics on how
this will affect our community, MDARD should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution problems, including the potential for runoff into surface
water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production

and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of




environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Katie Johnson
kjohnson092802@hotmail.com

1727 N Highland
Dearborn, MI 48128
United States
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From: Madison Hopkins

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Siiver Creek Poultry
Datw: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:54:34 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email, Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan. gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Madison Hopkins and I reside at
4500 Michigan 140
Eau Claire, MI 49111
United States

. T am submi

nopp
I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new ind | egg-laying op in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: Thus site 15 inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s

own critical factors such as I impact, of p waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp and ic impacts to other bers of the
were not dered here, or idered pletely

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health nsks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transp y and public engag t are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient

4. GAAMPs® “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations, MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s prop d proxi to resid proxi to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding recepti busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead p: ion areas and proposed manure spreading areas, lands and floodpl

recreation and surface water p are very impx to our *s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site wall impact our waters

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly d 1 odor emisst MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is 8
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed g plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this wall affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Appli

7, Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

probl including the p | for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer op in Michigan for prod

and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its

mortalities, and its lack of planning to ge and dispose of dead birds, and to contro! odors.

This issue has significant p 1a] envi | and health implications

9, Road and p issues: The i in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
need thorough id yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate

this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer op ions in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
. PR d

and reg) Y ions. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. Asa concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and ity wellbeing. All

this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD'’s decision




Sincerely,
Madison Hopkins
madisonhopkins1202@gmail.com

4500 Michigan 140
Eau Claire, MI 49111
United States
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From: Alex Panici

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Silver Creek Pouttry will RUIN Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:54:19 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Alex Panici and I reside at

1217 Walnut Street

Western Springs, IL 60558

United States

. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

['am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

L. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concemns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potentiat for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of




environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Alex Panici
appanici@gmail.com

1217 Walnut Street
Western Springs, IL 60558
United States

<http://ur17405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czu NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzL vWBmzPKC-2FhGM 1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQDVkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgul X WaFsHdfU! SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K 8¢ WeuUcDTwIg9IKyCLsVIGNvGz68nR Xiy-
2BmROZb-2F-2B4wNcMuTmiz0dFO6-

2BtoLbUEtD5Ur YJXHXRsZ055jhX4Ci22HuOlef1K 3xv3j3rNw3zCMO0Ssc 1eW3kupQyc| gK Wz Y pLfee3evE8F gay Vi2vX2PICKAQvemws X IRXirUJxw-
2BOnjvgdj ﬁOvszSIDIPu3KxBanvjruXCrNZu-2B8knaDQ5rCE-2FW9S-2BAIaEw-ZBDLuT7xEJqucAVma9SWFhJWnkSNOIJSMtr4wVVBEdAS7-
2Bz0apOLcsOKzDKmUV-2Bq-2BQaOhL 8JzYuLpOSNIABOm-2BFQGg3U12b>



From: Linda Damon

To: -Ag- jss

Subject: Opposed to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:53:20 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Linda Damon and I reside at

2529 Thornapple Dr

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

United States

.1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater




contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Linda Damon
wldamon@comcast.net

2529 Thornapple Dr
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ3 7ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
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2BBAaiO4p-2Bltmum2s2M9D-2FP2rMXqUVP6M97eNTk5C64mg7XDHka-
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From: Robert Butier

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:53:20 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Robert Butler and [ reside at

9235 Texas Street

Livonia, MI 48150

United States

I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"'s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. 1 am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
jts approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information, We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production

and manure spreading acreage needs is nota site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate




this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concems, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Robert Butler
rsbutler63@gmail.com

9235 Texas Street
Livonia, MI 48150
United States

<http: .-’furl7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1 Uq6mk7DWvny-
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From: bill boehnlein

To: -AQ-

Subject: Opposed to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:44:31 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is bill boehnlein and I reside at

62480 Gilmore Avenue

Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States

. I'am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concemns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.




9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concemed citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community welibeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
bill boehniein
billb@sisterlakescable.com

62480 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, Ml 49047
United States

<http://url 7405 allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czul NUFHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQINBOV UyUtgul XWaFsHdfUS wkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K8a7W3YXOXZdR51DCCtM45-
2BRittOph;lPjrfl YJImGsXEIV8RRzs0kDe3-2FMIBfYigh1eRHeJaAwh5P9S4ybMOU4gL.CZWPMugmmw8mRI-2BPSIX-2BsWowaNpXt-2F-
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From: John Martin

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Stop the factory farm in Southwest Michigan
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:44:30 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is John Martin and I reside at

62564 Gilmore Avenue

Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States

. am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,

potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community's way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on focal water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on «“other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.




In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
John Martin
jem!1237@gmail.com

62564 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Father Arul Lazar

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:43:53 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Father Arul Lazar and I am the presiding Catholic Church Administrator of the Collaborative of Holy Matemity of Mary,
in Dowagiac and Sacred Heart of Mary, in Silver Creek Township which are both based out of the Kalamazoo Diocese. I am
submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Poultry LLC's Siting Application and MDARD’s decision to approve.

[ have many concerns about the approved site suitability determination made by MDARD for the new industrial egg-laying operation
that is to be built in the field across from Sacred Heart of Mary Church. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and
MDARD should have denied the citing application based on a number of underlying factors. Many of which will have a direct and
lasting impact on the future of Sacred Heart of Mary and the surrounding community.

Firstly, Sacred Heart of Mary and its Parish Hall/Pavilion and Rectory ar¢ located on the East side of the proposed operation. I'm
concerned that with the prevailing winds from the Northwest, West and Southwest, it will be negatively affected. According to research
we have read, a Concentrated Animal Farm Operation, CAFO, is likely to produce even more hazardous odors, toxins and particulates,
which have the potential to affect our parishioners during the summer months when Mass is held in our outdoor Pavilion.

Sacred Heart of Mary is one of the oldest parishes in the State of Michigan (established 1838) and is designated by the State of
Michigan as an historical site. The land was donated by Leopold Pokagon, and it was also through his efforts that a permanent church
was built and a priest assigned to serve the area residents. We have approximately 265 registered families and our summer Mass
attendance can be between 1500-1800 between the two Masses. Our year-round membership is cut dramatically in the winter, so we
heavily rely on the revenue generated from our summer parishioners to sustain/maintain our services and facilities.

Because we are only able to accommodate 220 worshippers inside the Church, the Parish built a pavilion in 1978 to accommodate our
fellow residents living in or visiting Sister Lakes and the surrounding area during the summer. Before the pavilion was built these
visitors would bring their own chairs and sit outdoors on the lawn in the front of the church and later by the cemetery to celebrate the
Mass. This has been the practice for almost 70 years and represents the need to preserve our sacred space to allow for our parishioners’
and visitors' right to practice our faith under the First Amendment. If visitors are not able to attend our outdoor Masses, due to the
noise, odor or general health problems that might affect them, they have very few options in the area where they can worship.

Below are additional areas of concern that 1 believe should receive consideration when making a final determination on whether or not
the site selected for Silver Creek Poultry LLC is an appropriate placement near Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic Church:

_Site suitability determination: The site that has been selected is inappropriate for an €gg laying operation. MDARD’s “Critical
Factors” such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors, potential health risks, social impacts, and economic
impacts to other members of the community were not fully considered or at best, were incompletely documented.

The selected site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2. The proposed site does not fulfill the requirements
to be assigned a Category 2 livestock production facility under the GAAMPs guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and
public health risks.

Deficiency of notice: The church, several households and businesses were excluded from Silver Creek Poultry LLC’s public notice
and from MDARD’s review.

.GAAMPs’ “Additional Considerations” were not met which include: Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residence and high-use
public areas/businesses (€.8. Sacred Heart of Mary, daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, etc.)
Furthermore, there were a number of drinking/well water sources that were not identified by Silver Creek Poultry LLC or MDARD
during the application process. Moreover, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the abandoned gravel mine

site (which has low lying/open water sources on site) and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

-Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the quality of life for local residents and
parishioners, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model
does not account for egg layers, and MDARD allowed Silver Creek Poultry LLC to grossly underestimate odor emissions.

-Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution problems, including the potential for runoff




into surface water and groundwater contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required to do under the GAAMPs,

-In retrospect of these concerns, I request and urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination and deny Silver
Creek’s siting application on the basis of the information provided above.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Fr. Arul Lazar

Catholic Church Administrator
(269) 782-8048
blessedmothermary2 10@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Father Arul Lazar
blessedmothermaryzlo@gmail.com

51841 Leach Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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From: Anita Beach

To: MDA-Ag-Commigsion
Subject: Save Sister Lakes from Factory Farming
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:38:07 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Dear Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development

My name is Anita Beach 52328 Brosnan Rd Dowagiac, MI 49047

I am opposed to the Silver Creek Poultry LLC locating their operations at 51501 Bakeman Rd., Dowagiac, ML

If the Silver Creek Poultry LLC is allowed to move forward with their intended operation it has the potential to expose the
Silver Creck community to “suffer adverse human rights impact”. According to The United Nations; THE CORPORATE
RESPONSIBILITY TO RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS: An “adverse human rights impact” “occurs when an action removes
or reduces the ability of an individual to enjoy his or her human rights".

The Silver Creek Township residents’ human rights are to expect to enjoy our outside spaces without having to endure fowl
smells, and not to fear that our drinking water may be contaminated.

I have lived, worked and invested in Silver Creek Township for almost 69 years. I have invested in 4-rental houses in Silver
Creek Township. One of them is adjacent to the proposed Silver Creek Poultry LLC, another is just a mile to the east on
Leach Rd, the other two are only 2miles east on Downey St., with prevailing winds usually from the west, now I have to
question if I will be able to rent them if our water is contaminated or odors will put potential tenants off?

I did not buy property next to Silver Creek Poultry LLC and expect them to change their operations to fit my needs. Silver
Creek Poultry LLC want for business and profit should not supersede my expectations for a return on my investment thru
my rental properties.

I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the




abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Anita Beach
abeach827@gmail.com

52328 Brosnan Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States
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Dess Commissicners,

My name is Psul Reagan and | reside at
97 Swoct

.1 am submitting comments in opposition 1o the Silver Crock Siting A pplication and MDARD's decision.

I am & concemed citizen, writing fo express significant conoerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying opevation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. 1 betieve MDARD failed 1 properly apply the GAAMPs. and MDARD should have
deniod the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1.Si itabili ination: This site is i iato for an cgg layer operation. MDARD s
| factors such a: i impect, pndmm“modwx
potential isks, social impects, snd ic impects to other i

‘were not considercd here, of considered incomplesly.

2. Sito is “not acceptable™ for livestock production and not a Cakegory 2: The proposed site does
ot fulill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high pokeatial for cavironmantal end public bealth risks. MDARD aever
should have evaluated Gis as Category 2, but should heve treatd if a3 “of scoeptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting spplication.

3. Deficiency of notice: and public itical in d f this
magritude. [ am concamed about the sdequacy of public notice - several houscholds end
businesses were exchuded from Silver Creek’s public aotice end fram MDARD's review, making
this entire siting application deficicat.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations™ m' met: MDARD'! GAAMPs have additional
tormpksme(.‘n& :mewmﬂm& proximity 30 high-use aress like the
daycare, the wedding reception dusiness, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells thal were not even identifiod by Silver Creck or MDARD,
wellbead protoction areas end proposed manure spreading areas, wetands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water profoction are very important %o our community's way of life and
‘economy. Importantly, ncither MDARD nor Sitver Creek cvatuated the pasticularities of the
sbandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that perticules sile will impect our waters.

5. Odor control: The srong odors associated with such operaticas can significantly reduce e

quality of life for Jocal residents, thereby diroctly affecting the social scceptability of the operation

a3 well a3 pubic bealth. MDARD's own odor modcl docs not even scoount for cgg leyers, and .
MDARD allowed Silver Creck to grossly dor emissions. withdraw

its spproval end deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Crock's management of snimal waske i
major concem, but Sitver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of plan and its potential impects ont local waler

quality end public bealth, Without more specifics on bow this will affect our commumity, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land spplication: The application of waste oa land can axscerbato water and air pollution
prodiems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contemination. Simply relying oa “other™ egg layer oparaticns in Michigan for manure produstion
and maure spreading acreage neods is not & sike-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
0.do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortlity massgement: We are greatly concerned sbout how the operation underestimated its.
mmdmegndmhdmfplmmgmmnapmddnmordudbd\mdmemmlm
‘This issue has signifi

9mmwnmmwmm road wear and fear, and related safety
concerns nood thorough yet the siting application and MD. i evakiate
this issuc and its impects oo cur community.

10. Gencrs] information on egg layer operations and the hiskory of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Pust records of egg lsyer operstions in Michigen show s distbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear o repeat of such soenarios.

In light of these conccrms, wo urgo MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitsbility determination
«nd deay Silvar Crock's siting spplication. As & conoamed citizen, 1 beticve that decisions of
this magnituds should not solely focus on the coonomic bene it 1o one firm - but must give
equal weight 1o eavironmental sustainability, public bealth, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application woukd do the exact opposite.

Theak you for your time and consideration. We urga MDARD to withdraw its decision end 1o
Seay Silver Croek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Paul Reagan
prcagan@ gmail. com

997 Purdy Street
Birmmgham, Ml 43009
United States
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From: Cathieen Loch

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: AGAINST Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:22:21 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Cathleen Loch and I reside at

31939 Jones Drive

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD'’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s

own critical factors such as envi | impact, 2 of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social imp: and ic impacts to other bers of the ity
were not idered here, or idered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creck’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs® “additional considerations™ not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the weddi ption busi the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and prop d preading areas, wetland and floodplai
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors iated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly und i odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste isa
major concern, but Silver Creck only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed g t plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution

probl including the p ial for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to ge and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant p ial envir | and health impli

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concemns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of

this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give




equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Cathleen Loch
cloch13@yahoo.com

31939 Jones Drive
Dowagiac, Ml 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend itysend ’wf/opcn?upn=czuLNUFHXEFQ37ZirlszLvWBmzPKC-ZFhGMqu6mk7Dany-
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2Fth4c04uCPWDx3YBzSgZV9Fd6fSiJOrlOzd-ZFZwoOyErcKOoEMFeKL-

2F6ilxLgXLMSzOKxcySWT: ﬁlHZlSaje.ﬂvqu9DKThRFthFrzimoqL 11xKOGDpxxjKU3s85RIS80Zxn VB 1 YUEK70OuHSamY jpFnBVklbzMTxmXURI WS9gwMzdsEv2-
2F32HVhDhFSFuWul2EZxsmH6ZHN-2F-2B 12 1mKaBUWuN3qJbGSF-2FZSOPsu0888BnES BdqypN Isa7aoW2xChUK-2 FvuBOnsU9jgphieDYqZx-2 FeSUjUKI-
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From: Tracy Paruszkiewicz

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Opposition to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:22:10 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Tracy Paruszkiewicz and I reside at 93770 Wolf Dr. I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver
Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD?’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.




7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Tracy Paruszkiewicz
tracycamille1023@gmail.com

93770 Wolf Dr
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-
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2BacRCWAH7BbOpM3mxO0VyXAkOIqQ2NpRc-2FUX5v-2FQQ-2BIxt-2FHzgJsPY ZsnbtKLinRNQV Sf-
2BdenXcKxRaQg600Y cbth-2BritteP6aQE6W 1F-2Bdr2GYyO7G6VzvyDeSXEyaCGVq7Tv>




From: Tom Young

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: NO to Silver Creek Poultry
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:02:52 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Tom Young and I reside at 30626 topash,
Dowagiac Mi I am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
cconomy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs,

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its




mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9, Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, [ believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Tom Young
youngbarber@live.com

30626 Topash Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405 .allsend. communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgul XWaFsHdfU SwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K8ZGi9K XgSySRmOz-
2FiOthsW4uMjsDTusUadBMhoHcY7LbFL2|jquD3CEu9MkDIZUAAk4vXBﬂEvGGd3g,M5-2thF clat2-
2FZcQSxcEJ6KgWNIyL9ZvQhJ4mOF-

2F1Vg7qrXmksnYq616J2Y GqYpAuKDggV Jbofk9wul T05VzXe88lrofY' CzdAU8SRn25ymIXHRcEzbWNNONFIn-

2B2qffx3tCbOMHK jkelkFkXhT21G8-

2BqGlknokGalDPufyZ1gfY ozyrsul IL4BXF4fMOBLS WR2WMNIEEFtsOBFHOPU4CPwJWjdB-2BEYLaoDKhqsgbFFONYinOQ>



From: Jeri Schneider

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Deny the siting application
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 11:00:15 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jeri Schneider and I reside at

2677 Arrowwood Trl.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

United States

_1am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concemed citizen, writing to express significant concems about the proposed site suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass
County, Michigan, Silver Creek. [ believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have denied the siting application.

My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD™s
own critical factors, such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or were considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. | am concerned about the adequacy of public notice—several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4 GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” were not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional

considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concems. These include Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, high-use areas like the daycare,
the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church. Drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver
Creek or MDARD,

wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,

recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and

economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the

abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations significantly reduce the

quality of life for local residents and are detrimental to public health. MDARD'’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and MDARD allowed Silver
Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw

its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a

major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about

the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will
affect our community, MDARD

should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concems need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations

in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination




and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm, but must give

equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community well-being. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration, We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Jeri Schneider
jsforsale2@gmail.com

2677 Arrowwood Trl.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
United States

<http://url740S.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=cmLNtJF HXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uqémk7 DWvny-
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2BGHBnOlyCql VWRjkdxqNHTN VPb;8tdhSj24qlzfm-

2FdSMMOleoMmAmMNDU2Xsq0ncjAfmUq4bnnGPIMcA YflyZL 1 vethfXK V9nk87hZ8Pwal DQH9pJS1JCbNgJ201P1FbNhZ2ZHH1 D8OHtO72Y fpwzXQJP8SS-
2FPFalgMow2tEhhnezCj7ZTvK800GL8PFWoTwGi-

2BWd6fY YezejsPzEF2PydeoovQLX 54wPDfZoK Tbpfqlyy YaMMzyHu32ZOxCLmzI QW2HS5YMZ21s3Akl MA80J85k YHSicF mBA3N2xORtYI6kwEtYj6L5SBPkf>



From: Kevin Ryan

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Factory farms don"t belong in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 10:59:42 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Kevin Ryan and I reside at

50375 Crescent Drive

Dowagiac, M1 49047

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD'’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concems are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met; MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
welthead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD



should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concemed about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing, Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Kevin Ryan
kpr711@gmail.com

50375 Crescent Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNt/FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-
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From: “Peter & Karen Indovina™

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: DENY the Factory Farm in Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 10:59:32 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

Our name's are Peter and Karen Indovina. We own the property located at 50667 Maple Island Rd, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047. I am submitting comments in
opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD?s decision. We have owned this property located on Magician Lake since 1992. We are desirous
of protecting our beautiful lake and community for our children and grandchildren to enjoy for years to come. The magic of the lake and surrounding lakes is its
timeless beauty and local businesses from a time gone by era. Businesses such as The Driftwood, Romana Rink to the local grocery and hardware stores keep the
charm we have enjoyed for 40 years. It is with great concern I write this letter as businesses such as an industrial egg-laying operation ruin beautiful

communities such as ours. There is plenty of open land far from the beauty of the lakes and surrounding communities for an industrial egg-laying operation.
Property owners such as us along with all the other lake property owners in and around Sister Lakes have paid high taxes to protect our lakes and investments for
these very businesses. Loyalty should be those who have supported the lakes, local family farms and small businesses not industrial businesses who's only
objective is to generate profits for themselves with little or no concern to the community. ,

As a concerned homeowner, 1 am writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concemns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

6. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

7. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.



8. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

9. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Peter & Karen Indovina
hcusal23@aol.com

50667 Maple Island Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://urt7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHX EFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
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From: Donald Fitzgibbons

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Protect Public Health
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 10:56:06 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Donald Fitzgibbons and I reside at

30275 Gilmore Avenue

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

I am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable™ for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. [ am concemed about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.



10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Donald Fitzgibbons
donaldfitz@live.com

30275 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEFQ37Zirl fQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM | Uq6mk 7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgulX WaFsHdfUSwkkuZ 6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAcSK8mYVNh72PLK-
2Bn86waW1K2wXgOkQOX1VHDalI8tipNrymn20YIcJ9jnhXN-2Bxp6SHQzA Vigl-2BQhkevhOxpl Uf6cCmwdZuPwiyDqK9Hz2L.ZZ mdZJHWH-
2BliQtPYDOrCA 7aslyBnrziCPFb4 WqEt-

2BQ7rZvIG6JTNVOWQAZ3mEQwRirvDFbDcUgFG;j Ylosl 71g4tIQLbFIv410dzhxmGoRIsiljUZ X5 Y 4yry66sf890swcAT9bsDkmdxFbo95y4 YCdwhSoiLBOd Yo-
2BIPJiVb7rrbo7SCo3DJBzK Ak8qhA SSIEJK4JROPRTgoQngHLFPyA9dz4Ab>



From: Donald Fitzgibbons

To: MDA-Ag-Commission
Subject: Save our Community
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 10:56:06 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Donald Fitzgibbons and I reside at

62622 Gilmore Avenue

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

[ am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD"”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concemned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control: The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater

contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required

to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.



10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, I believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Donald Fitzgibbons
donaldfitz@live.com

62622 Gilmore Avenue
Dowagiac, M1 49047
United States

<http://url7405.alisend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuL NUFHXEF Q37Zirl fQzL vWBmzPK C-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDpdQ8006XNQDJ43aHDITQD VkjuSUXaU2qQtNBOVUyUtgul XWaF sHdfUSwkkuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRIAc5K 8¢ZBdA4GAamByNiDlijméwK6jQs V-
2BdpZKetWjCxwnhOKDiMJtpm | 7TH-

2Fe4SRxvarkwrZxDOPsZQx4tt61BMrJLAeH692A)6udiluoLz356LtTg8Dy 1QXxZocCWongxRYPHSFBIXKI07TOXEUT-2Fj0kMDC-
2FLjpUcmpkW23ZEXCghTRIenZKHHDV287ZXw024ZhffgxRpQDGuV9IgMSuZwh2FGYDJKBKxezYuV-2BMHTXVW1r-
2BYTukOFE7Xiau7rKyGNj7plKq1SAPo-2FZ1i7U0JeJLjbGQXpApvL VbZrmNkggMw3E(9fs825-2BZK GB5tje VSIqtO0>



From: Lauren Nugent

To: -AQ- i
Subject: Protect Sister Lakes
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 2:42:07 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Lauren Nugent and I reside at

67547 Victory Shore Drive

Dowagiac, MI 49047

United States

. 1 am submitting comments in opposition to the Silver Creek Siting Application and MDARD’s decision.

1 am a concerned citizen, writing to express significant concerns about the proposed site
suitability determination for the new industrial egg-laying operation in Cass County, Michigan,
Silver Creek. I believe MDARD failed to properly apply the GAAMPs, and MDARD should have
denied the siting application. My concerns are as follows:

1. Site suitability determination: This site is inappropriate for an egg layer operation. MDARD”’s
own critical factors such as environmental impact, management of production waste, odors,
potential health risks, social impacts, and economic impacts to other members of the community
were not considered here, or considered incompletely.

2. Site is “not acceptable” for livestock production and not a Category 2: The proposed site does
not fulfill the requirements for Category 2 livestock production sites under the GAAMPs
guidelines, given the high potential for environmental and public health risks. MDARD never
should have evaluated this as Category 2, but should have treated it as “not acceptable” for
livestock production and denied the siting application.

3. Deficiency of notice: Transparency and public engagement are critical in decisions of this
magnitude. I am concerned about the adequacy of public notice - several households and
businesses were excluded from Silver Creek’s public notice and from MDARD’s review, making
this entire siting application deficient.

4. GAAMPs’ “additional considerations” not met: MDARD’s GAAMPs have additional
considerations. MDARD did not adequately address these concerns. These include

for example Silver Creek’s proposed proximity to residences, proximity to high-use areas like the
daycare, the wedding reception business, the outdoor drive-in movie theater, and the church,
drinking water sources and other wells that were not even identified by Silver Creek or MDARD,
wellhead protection areas and proposed manure spreading areas, wetlands and floodplains,
recreation and surface water protection are very important to our community’s way of life and
economy. Importantly, neither MDARD nor Silver Creek evaluated the particularities of the
abandoned gravel mine site and how this facility on that particular site will impact our waters.

5. Odor control; The strong odors associated with such operations can significantly reduce the
quality of life for local residents, thereby directly affecting the social acceptability of the operation
as well as public health. MDARD’s own odor model does not even account for egg layers, and
MDARD allowed Silver Creek to grossly underestimate odor emissions. MDARD must withdraw
its approval and deny the application on this issue alone.

6. Manure management and system plans: Silver Creek’s management of animal waste is a
major concern, but Silver Creek only provided general information. We are very worried about
the efficacy of the proposed manure management plan and its potential impacts on local water

quality and public health. Without more specifics on how this will affect our community, MDARD
should not have allowed this Siting Application.

7. Land application: The application of waste on land can exacerbate water and air pollution
problems, including the potential for runoff into surface water and groundwater



contamination. Simply relying on “other” egg layer operations in Michigan for manure production
and manure spreading acreage needs is not a site-specific analysis, which MDARD is required
to do under the GAAMPs.

8. Mortality management: We are greatly concerned about how the operation underestimated its
mortalities, and its lack of planning to manage and dispose of dead birds, and to control odors.
This issue has significant potential environmental and health implications.

9. Road and transportation issues: The increase in traffic, road wear and tear, and related safety
concerns need thorough consideration, yet the siting application and MDARD did not evaluate
this issue and its impacts on our community.

10. General information on egg layer operations and the history of egg layer operation violations
in Michigan: Past records of egg layer operations in Michigan show a disturbing trend of
environmental negligence and regulatory violations. We fear a repeat of such scenarios.

In light of these concerns, we urge MDARD to withdraw its initial site suitability determination
and deny Silver Creek’s siting application. As a concerned citizen, 1 believe that decisions of
this magnitude should not solely focus on the economic benefits to one farm - but must give
equal weight to environmental sustainability, public health, and community wellbeing. Allowing
this application would do the exact opposite.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We urge MDARD to withdraw its decision and to
deny Silver Creek’s Siting Application.

Sincerely,
Lauren Nugent
Impacini@gmail.com

67547 Victory Shore Drive
Dowagiac, MI 49047
United States

<http://url7405.allsend.communitysender.com/wf/open?upn=czuLNtJ FHXEFQ37ZirlfQzLvWBmzPKC-2FhGM1Uq6mk7DWvny-
2BDde8006XNQDJ43aHDlTQDiju5UXaU2thNBOVUyUtguIXWaFstfUkakuZ6fGGNEyCMgPTRJAcSK8Jw7GUijP6d-
2FiS02GSIfA WvvPKnGo7UK GhrhUNFCQr79GavkC-2BYN2jTDJZO-

2F0MysKcYcIQD6vT6R7WEcd23ynO4qmaaZ VTQPOYIB0-2B32MX4cBqTa40JAL3IPJjeBMHUqfT KiSy00G8SnNSFBjhG-
2FcCo2YIqTB8qfxYuC-2Fc2hluid1 shGZNqGfikjxq853EDo8IbSD2wInoh4UYvGX6UCWVv2AExmSROXy-
2F3aQPQFqurmmPfCZrlFlOBn6WrwxbsGlOvaq0r7quZrkHliijm3-ZBHspZchEIPGotBFqD4X528-

2BPM7Tf{gnDQjddfBF>
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