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Comments on Michigan's Prohibited and Restricted Invasive Species 

Submitted October 29, 2025 by the Midwest Invasive Plant Network 

The following comments are in response to the proposed changes to Mjchjgan's Natural Resources 

Environmental Protection Act (Part 413 of Act 451} regarding the regulation of 4 terrestrial plants: 

common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), glossy buckthorn (Frangula a/nus), callery pear (Pyrus 

cafleryana), and Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), and 2 aquatic plants: water hyacinth 

(Pontederla crasslpes), and water lettuce (Pistla stratiotes). 

The Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) is a non·profit with a mission to prevent the impact of 

invasive plants in the Midwest. The MIPN board consists of scientists, land managers, agency staff 

members, and industry representatives throughout the region. Below are some of MIPN's relevant 

activities. 

1) MIPN maintains a list of invasjye plants that are listed and/or regulated throughout the region. The list

was last updated in October 2025 and currently includes 458 invasive plant species. This list is a

compilation of invasive plant lists from the states/provinces in MIPN's region of Michigan, Illinois,

Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, and the Province of Ontario.

(mipn.org/invasive•plant-list)

2) MIPN also maintains the regulatory information pages for each of the states/provinces within the

Woody lnvasjyes ofthe Great Lakes (WIGL} CoUaboratjye (woodyinvasives.org), which includes Michigan,

Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio, Ontario, New York, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. (woodyinvasives.org)

3) MIPN co-directs the Publjc Gardens as Sentinels agajnst lnyasjye Plants (PGSIP), an initiative that helps

identify non•native plants within the collections of public gardens and arboreta that are demonstrating

invasive tendencies. PGSIP gardens provide data to the program in one of two ways. Gardens categorize

plants as "watchlist", "potentially invasive", or "invasive" based on observances and context of collection

plants escaping cultivation at their garden location. Gardens also have the option of categorizing plants

as "assessed as invasive", based on a formal risk assessment/literature review process.

(pgsip.mortonarb.org/Bol/pgsip)

In general, MIPN is interested In seeing greater consistency regarding invasive plant regulation across 

the Midwest. Many groups (industries, non•profits, and governmental) are challenged by differing 

regulation across states. More consistent regulation can also bring greater clarity when communicating 

with the public about the impacts and recommended actions related to invasive plants. Below we have 

provided information on how the plants that have been proposed for regulation are regulated in other 

Midwestern states in MIPN's region for your consideration. 































































































































Meyers, Katrina (MDARD)

From: 

Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Categories: 

MDA-Ag-Commission 
Monday, November 10, 2025 4:59 PM 

Meyers, Katrina (MDARD) 
FW: Comments. Proposing six new species in NREPA Part 413. 
Letter to MDARD Council TWb 25.pdf 

Yellow category, Green category, Blue category 

From: Tim Wood <Tim@SpringMeadowNursery.com> 

Sent: Monday, November 10, 2025 2:40 PM 

To: MDA-Ag-Commission <MDA-Ag-Commission@michigan.gov> 
Cc: Iott, Susannah (MDARD) <lottS@michigan.gov>; Boring, Tim (MDARD) <BoringTl@michigan.gov>; Chae, Andy 

(MDARD-BoardMember) <ChaeA@michigan.gov>; Wu, Felicia (MDARD-BoardMember) <WuF@michigan.gov>; Williams, 

David (MDARD-BoardMember) <WilliamsDl06@michigan.gov> 

Subject: Comments. Proposing six new species in NREPA Part 413. 

Dear Kathy Garthe and the MDARD Council Members, 

It was a pleasure meeting all of you last week at the MDARD Council Meeting. You have mentioned that we 

would have 30 days to comment on this so please see the attached letter/ comments for the proposed 

additions to the NREPA Part 413 list. 

I want you to know that Michigan Nursery Community cares about the environment and we certainly do not 

want to be responsible for the next autumn olive or kudzu. We are also advocates for Michigan agriculture, 

family businesses, and gardening. The attached comments and proposals are reasonable requests, that other 

states have accepted exemptions and are backed by science. 

Please do not put Michigan agriculture at a disadvantage to other states. Let's agree that invasive species 

should be curtailed, and not to ban non-invasive cultivars. 

Sincerely, 

Proven Winners® ColorChoice® 

Spring Meadow Strategic Partnerships 
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