MICHIGAN COMMISSION OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Deborah A Stabenow Building
Douglas Houghton Conference Room

Option to Join via Remote Technology
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 174 280 339#

Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2026

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chair Wu called the meeting of the Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development to order at
9:00 a.m. on May 20, 2026. The Commissioner Assistant called roll with the following
Commissioners present:

PRESENT:

Dr. Felicia Wu, Chair, Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development
Kathrine Garthe, Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development

Monica Wyant, Vice Chair, Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development
Andy Chae, Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development.

Dr. Tim Boring, Director, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.

Absent:
David Williams, Secretary, Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development (arrived at
9:11 a.m.)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: COMMISSIONER WYANT MOVED TO APPROVE THE MAY 20, 2026,
AGENDA. COMMISSIONER CHAE SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 18, 2026, MEETING MINUTES
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHAE MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR MARCH
18, 2026, MEETING. COMMISSIONER WYANT SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND TRAVEL
Chair Wu opened comment from the commissioners on any agricultural information or ag-related
travel since the last meeting.

Commissioner Garthe attended the Agritourism Conference up north, it was her second time
attending.

Commissioner Chae attended the appointee appreciation ceremony on May 19, 2026, with
Governor Whitmer.

Commissioner Wu attended the University of Wisconsin, where she spoke at the Food Research
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Institute annual meeting and was also presented with the Frazier Award for Food Safety. In April,
Commissioner Wu attended a conference at the US National Academies of Sciences of Engineering
and Medicine, on synthetic cells. She also attended the appointee appreciation ceremony with
Commissioner Chae.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHAE MOVED TO APPROVE THE
COMMISSIONER TRAVEL TO TODAY’S MEETING. COMMISSIONER WYANT
SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Boring spoke about the planting delays across the state regarding row crop productions,
especially sugar beets. The department continues to talk with fruit growers and acknowledges
some of the production concerns with prolonged early or prolonged late cold temperatures. There
are also concerns regarding specialty corps decreasing production over the last few years. The
department will continue to pay attention and modify programs when needed to support farmers.

The Director informed the commission that the department is still in the middle of the budget
season. Last week was the Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference in Lansing, a process that
helps set what the target funding levels are going to be for the next year. The department is
optimistic that we will reach a consensus with the Governor's recommended budget. The
conference recommendation is stable in State funding revenue, however there are some significant
federal funding shortfalls. So, there is additional work that will need to be done over the next few
weeks and months. But ultimately, we may have an on-time budget and we will be able to do some
forecasting and planning for the fiscal year.

The Director informed the commission that there is a Right-To-Farm appeal, for a site suitability
determination for a proposed turkey farm up in Montcalm County in Cato Township. In accordance
with MDARD policy the criteria for an eligible appeal and the contents of that appeal, were identified
and confirmed with the Site Selection GAAMPs. MDARD has approved that request to appeal. The
Department notified the Site Selection GAAMPs chair, who has convened a panel of recognized
experts to review the site's suitability determination. The panel generates the written report that will
be shared with the commission at the next Commission meeting.

The Director highlighted the work that the department and Dr. Wineland, our state veterinarian, are
doing on Bovine TB. Last November five new bovine TB herds were detected in Michigan. Two
cases in Benzie County and one case in Alpena County were detected during a routine surveillance
test. The department continues to conduct surveillance and test those five areas along with
coordinating with DNR. The department plans to issue an order for testing cattle herds that are in
proximity to those affected herds outside of the Public Act 466 of 1988 — Animal Industry Act. For
final review and issuance of the order, the department will hold a public hearing in the two counties
noted above, with more details coming at the July meeting.

The Director informed the commission of the work MDARD is doing at the State Emergency
Operations Center (SEOC). The SEOC was activated for the flooding issues at Charlevoix dam
located in Northern Michigan and an Oakland County water main break. In both cases, MDARD
was represented by Brad Deacon at the State Emergency Operations Center. The department is
always concerned about the impacts on farms and local food business, especially with flooding
matters.
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The Director also mentioned that MDARD will be participating in The Great American State Fair
located in Washington DC. The fair kicks off on June 24 and runs through July 10, 2026. The
Department will be running a Michigan booth. There will be a lot of interactive displays and a focus
on agriculture.

The Department continues to work with the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaways Governor’s

and Premiers group on the creation of the sustainable agriculture initiative that was discussion at
the previous commission meetings. The Director was in St. Paul along with the other states and
provinces in early April, working on the development of the initiative.

Commissioner Williams arrived at 9:11 a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:
David Putt, Representing Wildflower Association of Michigan, testified before the commission.

Amy Upton, Michigan Nursery and Landscapers Association, testified before the commission.
Marilyn Trent, Executive Director Rochester Pollinators, testified before the commission.
Jessie Schulte, West Michigan Conservation Network, testified before the commission.

Carolyn J. Miller, President of the Wildflower Association of Michigan and Vice-President of the
Great Lakes Chapter of the Michigan Botanical Society, testified before the commission.

Dr. Robert E. Schutzki, Representing Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association, testified before
the commission.

Michelle Beloskur, Director, Midwest Invasive Plant Network, testified before the commission.
Catherine Pokropek, testified before the commission.

Matthew Bertrand, Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission, testified before the
commission.

Georgia Peterson, Wild Ones Red Cedar Chapter, testified before the commission
Bob Grzesiak testified before the commission.

Lisa Parker testified before the commission.

Michelle Belorkur, Midwest Invasive Plant Network, testified before the commission.

Food and Agriculture Investment Fund Requests:

Jamie Zmitko-Somers, Division Director of Agriculture Development Division made a presentation
and asked the commission to consider a Food and Agriculture Investment Fund Performance grant
to fairlife LLC of $275,000. The funding will allow the company located in Coopersville, Michigan to
expand nearly 300,000 square feet. The project total investment is about $650 Million and will
create 115 new jobs. MDARD is proposing funding for a portion of the Chiller Equipment Building
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Project. The Coopersville facility is currently employing more than 400 people and sourcing about 6
million gallons raw milk per day from 30 Michigan dairy farms. The expansion is expected to
increase milk uptake up to 4 million gallons more per day, more than a 60% increase in the amount
of milk being utilized. This would be a transformational project for the company and many of our
dairy farmers.

Phil Lamothe, representing fairlife LLC as the Supervisor of manufacturing and engineering,
thanked the Commission for consideration of the grant. Mr. Lamothe said the support from MDARD
is strengthening the dairy industry from feed growers to haulers to infrastructure utility companies, a
massive impact. Mr. Lamothe went on to say grants like these help enable the growth in our
industry so that we can focus on building better plants, more sustainable manufacturing, growing
better farms, and more sustainable practices in agriculture. This grant will help to better support our
partners in the area and ultimately provide quality nutrition to Michigan residents.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER GARTHE MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOOD AND
AGRICUTLURE INVESTMENT FUND REQUEST TO THE FAIRLIFE, LLC,
CHILLER PROJECT. COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS SECONDED. MOTION
CARRIED.

Prohibited and Restricted Invasive Species-Addition to NREPA Part 413:

Mike Phillips, Director of the Bureau of Environment and Sustainability, spoke to the Commission
regarding the proposed order to add six species to the list of invasive species. This topic was
presented at the last two Commission meetings by MDARD and DNR. Brad Deacon, Director of the
Office of Legal Affairs and Emergency Management, joined Mr. Philips to clarify the statutory
authority the Commission has.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS MOVED TO APPROVE THE INVASIVE
SPECIES ORDER 2026, COMMISSIONER CHAE SECONDED.

COMMISIONER WYANT INFOMRED THE COMMISSION, SHE WOULD BE
ABSTAINING FROM THE VOTE DUE TO CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

CHAIR WU REQUESTED THE COMMISION ASSISTANT TO CALL A ROLL
CALL VOTE.

Roll Call Vote:

YAYS: COMMISIONERS WU, WILLIAMS, CHAE, GARTHE
NAYS: NONE

ABSTAIN: COMMISIONER WYANT

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment
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ADJOURN

MOTION: COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.
COMMISSIONER CHAE SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:18 A.M.

Attachments:
A) Agenda

B) Agriculture and Rural Development Commission Meeting Minutes March 18, 2026
C) Written Public Comments

D) Food and Agriculture Investment Program recommendation memo
E) Invasive Species Order
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