MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION FUND BOARD

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Constitution Hall, Atrium Level North
Theodore Brown Conference Room
525 W. Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48909

September 26, 2023
1:00PM - 3:00PM
Call in: 248-509-0316
Phone Conference ID: 310 610 282#

MEETING MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Chairman Tim Boring

Member Stephen Shine
Member Mary Ann Heidemann
Member Brian Bourdages
Member Remy Long

Member Gregory Thon

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Member Gwyn Atkinson-Lewis

BOARD STAFF PRESENT:
Chip Kraus, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

PUBLIC GUESTS PRESENT:

Charmaine Shellman, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Becky Huttenga, Ottawa County

Public Attendees (In person)

Call to Order/Roll Call

The Michigan Agriculture Preservation Fund Board (APFB) meeting was called to order
at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman Boring. A roll call of members in attendance was conducted
by Chairman Boring (noted above); a quorum was established.

Approval of Agenda
APFB members reviewed the agenda as presented.

MOTION
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the agenda, as presented. The motion was
seconded by Member Long. Motion carried with no abstentions.

Approval of June 13, 2023, Meeting Minutes
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APFB members reviewed the June 13, 2023, meeting minutes.

MOTION
Member Thon motioned to approve the June 13, 2023, meeting minutes, as presented.
Motion seconded by Member Shine. Motion carried with no abstentions.

Funding Update
Charmaine Shellman, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Financial Manager presented an Agricultural Preservation Fund budget update.

APFB members discussed and presented inquiries to MDARD staff.

FY 2024 Call for Applications
Chip Kraus addressed APFB members regarding the proposed fiscal year 2024 grant
funding schedule and timeline to send applications to qualified preservation programs.

APFB members discussed and presented inquiries to MDARD staff.

Update to MDARD Staff Assigned to Work with The Board
Chip Kraus updated APFB members on status of filling a recent program vacancy.

APFB members discussed and presented inquiries and suggestions to MDARD staff.

MiFarmLink Presentation

Becky Huttenga, Ottawa County Economic Development Coordinator, gave a
presentation on the MiFarmLink Project and progress made to cultivate connections in
the agricultural community.

APFB members discussed and presented inquiries to Becky Huttenga.

Kent County Grant #1745 Amendment 2-Year Extension
Chip Kraus requested approval for a 2-year extension for Kent County grant #1745.

Motion
Member Thon motioned to approve the request, as presented. The motion was
seconded by Member Long. Motion carried with no abstentions.

Proposed Policy Updates and Discussion
Chip Kraus requested approval to amend the current APFB policy to allow for multiple
grants awards to a program for each grant cycle.

Motion
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the request, as presented. The motion was
seconded by Member Shine. Motion carried with no abstentions.
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Chip Kraus made an additional request to update the APFB policy to allow the MDARD
Director to approve future grant extensions.

Motion

Member Shine motioned to approve the request, with amendment to inform the Board of
approved extensions at the next meeting. The motion was seconded by Member Long.
Motion carried with no abstentions.

Reading of the Wing Family Recognition Letter

Chairman Boring read the Wing Family Recognition letter and presented it to members
of the Wing family who were in attendance. The letter recognized the family’s long-time
dedication to preserving farmland in Michigan.

Public Comment
Members of the public offered comments.

Adjourn
APFB members requested a motion to adjourn.

MOTION
Member Shine motioned to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Member
Bourdages. Motion carried with no abstentions.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:23 PM.



