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MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Jamie Zmitko-Somers, Bureau Director, Agriculture Development Bureau 
Stevie Glaspie, Division Director, Producer Services Division 
Chip Kraus, Program Manager, Farmland and Open Space Preservation 
John Krohn, Easement Analyst, Farmland and Open Space Preservation 
 
Call to Order  
The Michigan Agriculture Preservation Fund Board (APFB) meeting was called to order 
at 1:01 p.m. by Chairman Boring. 

  
Roll Call 
Present:  Chairman Tim Boring, Member Stephen Shine, Member Mary Ann Heidemann 
Member Brian Bourdages, Member Remy Long, Member Gwyn Atkinson-Lewis. 
 
Absent:  Member Gregory Thon 
 
Approval of Agenda  
Chairman Boring requested a motion to approve the proposed meeting agenda. 
 
MOTION 
Member Atkinson-Lewis motioned to approve the agenda, as presented. The motion 
was seconded by Member Long.  Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
Approval of December 14, 2023, Meeting Minutes  
Chairman Boring requested a motion to approve the proposed meeting minutes from 
the previous meeting on December 14, 2023. 
 
MOTION 
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the December 14, 2023, meeting minutes, as 
presented. Motion seconded by Member Heidemann. Motion carried with no 
abstentions.  
 
Public Comment 
Public comment was held.  
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Funding Update 
Chip Kraus, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Program 
Manager presented an Agricultural Preservation Fund budget update. 
 
Open Grants Update 
Chip Kraus, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Program 
Manager presented an open grants update. 
 
Barry County Grant 220000002316 Amendment (increase) 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented an amendment proposal to increase the Barry County Grant #2316 
for the reimbursement of eligible expenses. 
 
MOTION 
Member Heidemann motioned to approve the grant amendment, as presented. Motion 
seconded by Member Long. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
Fiscal Year 2024 Determination of Grant Awards 
Board discussion took place to clarify the recommended application amounts. 
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Ottawa County (Rasch parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Shine motioned to approve the grant application ($205,971), as presented. 
Motion seconded by Member Bourdages. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Dexter Township (Ottoman parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Shine motioned to approve the grant application ($200,000), as presented. 
Motion seconded by Member Bourdages. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Scio Township (Hicks parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Heidemann motioned to approve the grant application ($200,000), as 
presented. Motion seconded by Member Bourdages. Motion carried with no 
abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Peninsula Township (Kelly parcel) grant application. 
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MOTION 
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the grant application ($675,000), as 
presented. Motion seconded by Member Shine. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Kent County (Norman Trust parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Shine motioned to approve the grant application ($171,772), as presented. 
Motion seconded by Member Atkinson-Lewis. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Washtenaw County (Pittsfield Realty parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the grant application ($238,000), as 
presented. Motion seconded by Member Long. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Ann Arbor Township (Dieterle parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Shine motioned to approve the grant application ($200,000), as presented. 
Motion seconded by Member Bourdages. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
John Krohn, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Easement 
Analyst presented the Webster Township (Schwarck parcel) grant application. 
 
MOTION 
Member Bourdages motioned to approve the grant application ($160,229), as 
presented. Motion seconded by Member Long. Motion carried with no abstentions.  
 
Adjourn  
 
MOTION 
Member Shine motioned to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Member Long. 
Motion carried with no abstentions.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 PM. 


