MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION

Constitution Hall
Coleman Young Conference Room, 6S
525 W. Allegan St
Lansing 48933

Option to Join via Remote Technology
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 388 027 323#

MEETING MINUTES
September 5, 2024

PRESENT IN PERSON:

Brian Nielsen, Chair, Horse Racing Advisory Commission
Thomas Barrett, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission

Commissioner Frank was present on video.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00
p.m. on September 5, 2024. Roll call was taken by each member introducing
themselves.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Discussion was held on how agenda changes could be made and how grant request
should be handled in the future. Commissioners agreed a discussion for grant request
would be placed on the next meeting agenda in October.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING
AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 5, 2024. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
BARRETT. MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 13,
2024, MEETING MINUTES. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BARRETT.
MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:
The next meeting is scheduled for October 24, 2024.
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OPEN MEETING ACT:

Brad Deacon, Director of Legal Affairs and Emergency Management, presented to the
commission on the Open Meeting Act, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Americans with
Disability Act (ADA) and Ethics. Mr. Deacon shared the requirements the commission must
follow. Chairman Nielsen asked the logic behind members physically present or virtual. Mr.
Deacon explained the law has always been members present and was suspended during the
pandemic. Discussion was held between the commissioners on communication outside of the
meeting.

BUDGET UPDATE:

Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development, introduced Tracy Ebels, Financial Specialist who oversees the Horse
Racing Advisory Commission Fund. Ms. Renteria gave an overview of the 2024 Fiscal Year
Budget. She explained the funding that was available. Commissioners asked Ms. Renteria to
confirm the Advanced Deposit Wagering revenue for 2024.

PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUG DISCUSSION:

Chairman Nielsen followed up on the previous discussions on the performance
enhancing drug discussion. Chairman Nielsen asked Commissioner Frank to help proceed with
creating the report on how prevalent this type of drug testing is and other testing options. The
report will look at other state testing requirements, standardbred vs thoroughbred, and out of
competition testing.

GRANT TO MHHA FOR BARRY COUNTY RACETRACK:
Commissioner Barrett updated the commission on the Sire Stakes Race and requested
the grant for Barry County Fairgrounds Track Maintenance would be approved.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE A GRANT FOR
BARRY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS TRACK MAINTENANCE, IN THE AMOUNT
OF $22,000. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BARRETT. MOTION
CARRIED.

STANDARDBRED SALES:
Commissioner Barrett informed the commission the sale was moving forward for
October 10" at the MSU Pavilion, with around 70 yearlings set to be sold.

LIVE RACING UPDATE:

Commissioner Carlo informed they have applied to a race meet application at two
different locations. Once a location is confirmed, an application will be withdrawn, and then a
racetrack application will be submitted.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

ADJOURN
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MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:51 P.M.
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