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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
Constitution Hall 

VanDeusen Conference Room, 6N 
525 W. Allegan St 

Lansing 48933 
 

Option to Join via Remote Technology 
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 721 291 260# 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

October 24, 2024 
 
PRESENT IN PERSON: 
Brian Nielsen, Chair, Horse Racing Advisory Commission 
Thomas Barrett, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission 
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission 
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission 
Commissioner Frank, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00 
p.m. on October 24, 2024. Roll call was taken by each member introducing themselves. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING 
AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 24, 2024. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
CARLO. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 
5, 2024, MEETING MINUTES. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BARRETT. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
COMMISSIONER REMARKS AND TRAVEL 

Chair Nielsen attended the Winners Circle Breed Sale at the MSU Pavilion on October 
10th with his students from MSU. Mr. Nielsen said the sale had good attendance and 
sale results. Commissioner Barrett was also in attendance at the auction, he included 
that the breeders were glad to be back in the facility and were pleased with results. 
 
Commissioner Carlo informed the commission that Northville Downs updates were the 
same as last meeting. They continue to work with Michigan Gaming Control Board on 
licensing that is due by November 1st. Commissioner Frank asked if there was any talk 
of delaying the decision past November 1st. Mr. Carlo was unsure, but didn’t expect a 
delay. 
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Commissioner Renteria informed the commission that at the last meeting, there was 
question of the advance depository revenue the commission had received. She 
confirmed with the Michigan Gaming Control Board that their calculations were correct.  

  
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: 
 The next meeting is scheduled for December 5, 2024. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
HRAC ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS:  

Commissioner Barrett discussed the path to produce an annual report for 2024 and the 
years prior. Chairman Nielsen concurred this is a statutory requirement and finding a 
company or person to complete is necessary. Commissioner Renteria agreed finding a 
vendor to complete the document is necessary and reminded the commission of the bid 
process over a certain threshold. The commission concluded that discussion would 
continue with a quote from a vendor to complete the annual report for 2022, 2023 and 
2024. 

 
PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUG DISCUSSION:  

Chair Nielsen gave the commission the background information on back and forth 
between Michigan Gaming Control, MDARD and the commission since August of 2023 
on blood doping agents in racehorses. Mr. Nielsen shared a paper his students had 
wrote on the subject matter. Commissioner Frank expressed concern that there was no 
racing veterinarian in Gaming Control. Commissioners discussed the possible solutions 
to testing horses prior to race events.  

 
PROPOSED GRANT REQUEST: 2025 LIVESTREAMING PROMOTION: 

Commissioner Barrett explained the proposed grant request from Michigan Harness 
Horseman Association for the 2025 Livestreaming Promotion for $25,000. This grant 
request will be used to stream races in the 2025 season for those who cannot attend. 
Commissioner Frank ask the total grant request being requested from MHHA. 

 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE A GRANT FOR 
MICHIGAN HARNESS HORSEMAN ASSOCATION FOR THE 2025 
LIVESTREAMING PROMOTION, IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,000. SECONDED 
BY COMMISSIONER CARLO. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
PROPOSED GRANT REQUEST: 2025 PROMOTIONAL PRESS RELEASES TO 
PUBLICATION: 

Commissioner Barrett explained the proposed grant request from Michigan Harness 
Horseman Association for the 2025 Promotional Press Releases to Publication for 
$15,000. This grant request will be used to promote the 2025 season.  

 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE A GRANT FOR 
MICHIGAN HARNESS HORSEMAN ASSOCATION FOR THE 2025 
PROMOTIONAL PRESS RELEASES TO PUBLICATION, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$15,000. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CARLO. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



________________________________________________________________ 
 
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Horse Racing Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes 
Adopted February 13, 2025 
Page 3 

PROPOSED GRANT REQUEST: 2025 TRACK MAINTENANCE: 
Commissioner Barrett explained the proposed grant request from Michigan Harness 
Horseman Association for the 2025 Track Maintenance for $24,900. This grant request 
will be used maintain fairground racetracks for the 2025 season. Commissioner Frank 
asked if maintenance in the past had been covered by the commission and if the 
contracts had been approved by MHHA. Commissioner Barrett confirmed this grant had 
been approved by the commission prior and had a contract with a maintenance 
company. 

 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE A GRANT FOR 
MICHIGAN HARNESS HORSEMAN ASSOCATION FOR THE 2025 TRACK 
MAINTENANCE, IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,900. SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER CARLO. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Proposed Grant Request: Purchase of Equipment, Michigan Harness Horseman 
Association  
 Commissioner Barrett withdrew the grant request from Michigan Harness Horseman 

Association. 
 
GRANT PROCESS: 

Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development and Tracy Ebels, Finance Specialist, gave a presentation to the 
commission on how grants for fairs are handled within the department. Ms. Renteria and 
Ms. Ebels expressed that a grant process would get an opportunity for all horse racing 
stakeholder access to the grant funds. Commissioners addressed concerns with a 
formal process on grant request and asked Ms. Ebels to make a few updates to the 
schedule and application before approval. 
 

Commissioner Carlo departed the meeting, the time being 3:16 p.m. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA STRUCTURE: 

Commissioner Barrett asked how amendments to the agenda could be added. Assistant 
Angie Lake informed due to Open Meetings Act and Roberts Rules, motion to amend is 
accepted at the agenda item to approve the agenda. Ms. Lake explained that agendas 
and notices must be processed 10 days prior to the meeting. Kathy Angerer, Chief of 
Staff for Michigan Département of Agriculture and Rural Development explained Open 
Meetings Act and Roberts Rules protects the commission and the public to be informed 
of the commission’s actions. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
ADJOURN 

MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 
COMMISSIONER FRANK SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:07 P.M. 


