MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION

Constitution Hall
Hutchinson Conference Room
525 W. Allegan St
Lansing, Michigan 48933

Option to Join via Remote Technology
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 504 043 844#

Meeting Minutes
April 17, 2025

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chair Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00 p.m. on
April 17, 2025. Roll call was taken.

ROLL CALL

Brian Nielsen, Chairman, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT
William Frank, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission ABSENT
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT

Commissioner Thomas Barrett was absent at the start of the meeting.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA FOR
APRIL 17, 2025, COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Carlo, Renteria
NAY: None

ABSENT: Frank, Barrett

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 13, 2025,
MEETING MINUTES, COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Carlo, Renteria
NAY: None

ABSENT: Frank, Barrett

MOTION CARRIED

NEXT MEETING DATE
The next scheduled Horse Racing Advisory Commission is June 12, 2025.
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COMMISSIONER REMARKS AND TRAVEL

Chairman Nielsen shared information from Caylyn Myra, a former MSU Student, regarding her
master’s thesis which was focused on the horse racing industry. Ms. Myra had attended HRAC
meetings in the past and was interested in horse racing throughout her college career.
Additionally, Chairman Nielsen shared a tribute to harness horseman Robert Miller who had
recently passed away. Chairman Nielsen asked for a moment of silence to recognize those who
the industry lost.

MEMBER ARRIVED Commissioner Thomas Barrett arrived at the meeting at 2:06 p.m.

Chairmen Nielsen referred to the letter received from MDARD Director Boring to HRAC
members regarding the current lack of transparency and an established grant process for the
commission. The chair commented on the recent grant discussions at HRAC meetings since
January 2025. Commissioners Carlo and Barrett expressed disappointment in the letter. Some
commissioners expressed their concern that the proposed grant process would not allow grants
to be on the agenda of HRAC meetings throughout the entire year.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

HRAC ANNUAL REPORT

Chairman Nielsen updated the members on the changes he made to the draft HRAC Annual
Report. Commissioner Renteria highlighted that since the document was created, updates to
the 2025 racing season have been made. The commission discussed updating the HRAC
Annual Report to include the dates of the 2025 horse racing season.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE HORSE RACING
ADVISORY COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT WITH UPDATED LANGUAGE INCLUDING
THE 2025 RACING SEASON, COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Barrett, Carlo, Renteria
NAY: None

ABSENT: Frank

MOTION CARRIED

GRANT PROCESS

Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development reviewed the grant application with the edits requested by the commission.
Discussion was held on several topics including how grant requests would be handled and the
availability and process for emergency funding.

The following changes to the original document were also discussed: Updated timeline, adding
a clause at the end of the application to state the emergency process, including that HRAC has
the final vote on which grants are funded, changes to the need for a letter of recommendation
and making it optional, and inclusion of the updated scoring criteria. Commissioners that were
present at the meeting agreed to provide their contact information on the public website for
grant applicants to contact them if they wished to request a letter of support for their grant
application.
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MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE HORSE RACING
ADVISORY COMMISSION GRANT APPLICATION WITH ALL CHANGES AS DISCUSSED,
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Barrett, Carlo, Renteria
NAY: None

ABSENT: Frank

MOTION CARRIED

PROPOSED GRANT REQUEST

Grants on the agenda were not acted upon due to the passage of the new grant process. All
grant requests that were on today’s agenda will be contacted and encouraged to apply via the
new process.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

MEMBER COMMENTS

Commissioner Barrett spoke about the pending legislation HB 4346, 4347 and 4348 that was
recently introduced. The legislation proposes to raise the cap to further fund summer racing at
the Cold Stakes and Hastings’ races. Commissioner Barrett suggested requesting a letter from
the Director of MDARD to support this legislation.

MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED THAT HRAC SENDS A LETTER TO MDARD
DIRECTOR BORING ASKING FOR HIS SUPPORT OF THE PENDING LEGISLATION,
COMMISSIONER CARLO SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Barrett, Carlo
NAY: Renteria

ABSENT: Frank

MOTION CARRIED

Chairman Nielsen asked staff if there was any action on the Blood Doping letter of
request//proposal. Commissioner Renteria reminded Chairman Nielsen that she had understood
he would be sending information about how other states handle the situation. The Chair agreed
that he would follow up with information.

ADJOURN
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING,
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.

YAY: Nielsen, Barrett, Carlo, Renteria
NAY: None

ABSENT: Frank

MOTION CARRIED

There being no further business before the commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:36 P.M.
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