
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 31, 2025 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
August 14, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Horse 
Racing Advisory Committee will be held on Thursday, August 14, 2025. The business session is 
scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m.  The meeting is open to the public and this notice is provided 
under the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.  The Members will be 
meeting at Deborah A. Stabenow Building, 525 W. Allegan St., Lansing in the Hutchinson 
Conference Room.  This meeting is also being conducted electronically to allow for greater 
remote public attendance and participation.  To join the meeting, dial by telephone: 1-248-509-
0316 and enter the Conference ID: 955 456 496#. 
 
Individuals wishing to address the Commission may do so during the Public Comment period as 
noted below and will be allowed up to two minutes for their presentation.  Instructions on how to 
be recognized will be provided at the beginning of the meeting. Once called on, individuals will 
be asked to provide their name, organization they represent, address, and telephone number. 
There will be a meeting moderator facilitating participation. 
 
Documents distributed in conjunction with the meeting will be considered public documents and 
are subject to provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  The public comment time provides 
the public an opportunity to speak; the Commission will not necessarily respond to the public 
comment. 
 
Those needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact the 
Commission Assistant at 800-292-3939 one week in advance or may use the Michigan Relay 
Center by calling 711 for deaf, hard of hearing, or speech-impaired persons. 
             
             
        

Sylvia Renteria 
Director of Finance and Budget 

        
 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdard


 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
Deborah A. Stabenow Building 

Hutchinson Conference Room 
525 W. Allegan St 

Lansing 48933 
 

Option to Join via Remote Technology 
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 955 456 496# 

 
 

August 14, 2025 
TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 
2:00 p.m. 1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action Item) 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from June 12, 2025, Horse Racing Advisory 
Commission Meeting (Action Item) 

 
4. Next Meeting Date: October 23, 2025 

 
5. Commissioner Remarks and Travel 

 
6. Public Comment on Agenda items  

Individuals wishing to address the Commission will be allowed up to two minutes for 
their presentation.  Documents distributed at the meeting will be considered public 
documents and are subject to provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  The 
public comment time provides the public an opportunity to speak; the Commission 
will not necessarily respond to the public comment. 
 

7. Equine Grant Program Fund Request: Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance 
and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(Action Item) 
 

8. Update: Performance Enhancing Drugs: Chairman Nielsen 
 

9. Update: Live Racing: Commissioner Barrett and Commissioner Carlo 
 

10. Announcement: Standardbred Sale at the MSU Pavilion: Commission 
Barrett 

 
11. Public Comment  

Individuals wishing to address the Commission will be allowed up to two minutes for 
their presentation.  Documents distributed at the meeting will be considered public 
documents and are subject to provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  The 
public comment time provides the public an opportunity to speak; the Commission 
will not necessarily respond to the public comment. 
 

12. Adjourn (action item) 
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Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2025 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chair Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00 p.m. on 
June 12, 2025. Roll call was taken. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Brian Nielsen, Chairman, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
William Frank, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 

 
Thomas Barrett, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission REMOTE 
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission ABSENT 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER FRANK MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA FOR 
JUNE 12, 2025, COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Carlo, Barrett 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Nielsen corrected the minutes by updating the spelling of Caylyn Myra, and removing she 
was a member of the Michigan Horseman Association. 
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER RENTERIA MOVED TO APPROVE THE APRIL 17, 2025, 
MEETING MINUTES WITH CORRECTIONS, COMMISSIONER FRANK SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Carlo, Barrett 
MOTION CARRIED 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 
The next scheduled Horse Racing Advisory Commission is August 14, 2025. 

 
COMMISSIONER REMARKS AND TRAVEL 
Chair Nielsen addressed the blood doping information provided to the department in 2024.  
 
Commissioner Barrett noted the legislative hearing was canceled in the House of 
Representatives earlier in the day. He also highlighted that summer fair program begins in 
Croswell next week. He expressed the continued concern of performance enhancing drugs 
during race season.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUGS 
Chairman Nielsen reminded the commission since August of 2023, the commission continue to 
have concerns on performance enhancing drugs in fair racing. He asked if the department has 
taken any steps to solve the commissions concern. Ms. Renteria said that the department 
continues to review the commission’s request and does not have a timeline for the concern. 
 
Commissioner Frank asked if the department still employees a veterinarian investigator, Ms. 
Renteria said they no longer employee an investigator. However, MDARD does hire a 
contractor veterinarian to test horse at the fairgrounds. 
 
Commissioner Barrett asked if the current testing samples were appropriate for the current 
evidence of performance enhancing drugs. Commissioner Frank confirmed that the lab being 
used was respectful, and one of the best in the nation.  

 
EMERGENCY GRANT PROCESS 
Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, introduced the emergency grant guidelines and process. The guidelines and 
process are very similar to the current equine grant process, however for emergency situations.  
 
Chairman Nielsen expressed concern if grant applications will be focused on Horse Racing. Ms. 
Renteria explained the grant document was written to the statute language.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER FRANK MOVED TO APPROVE THE EMERGENCY GRANT 
PROCESS, COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Carlo, Barrett 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Commissioner Barrett asked Commissioner Renteria if the updated grant process approved 
would follow the guidelines asked by the Director in the previous letter sent. Commissioner 
Renteria indicated the updated process does follow the request of the Director. Chairman 
Nielsen ask if JEC members were selected, Commissioner Renteria said that all commissioners 
are welcome to suggest members of the committee. 
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LIVE RACING UPDATE 
Commissioner Barrett said Northville Down is working with Michigan Gaming Control on the 
projects required to race at the Barry County Fairgrounds, but they have asked to race 20 races 
starting on August 12th, 2025.  
 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT AND LETTER TO DIRECTOR BORING: 
Chairman Nielsen sent a letter to Director Boring asking for support of the pending legislation on 
May 20th, 2025. Chairman Nielsen also sent a letter of support to the Michigan Legislature from 
Dr. Hellshot and Dr. Frank Nicolos, professors from MSU College of Veterinary Medicine, which 
he read to the commission. 

 
HRAC ANNUAL REPORT 
Chairman Nielsen asked if the annual report had been submitted and filed. Commissioner 
Renteria explained the previous report was submitted from the chair, and if he would like to 
follow the same procedure. Sylvia asked the chair if he would like to submit the annual report to 
the legislature, as he did prior. Chairman Nielsen agreed to send out the annual report with 
updated House of Representative and Senate members for their review. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER FRANK MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, 
COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.  
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Carlo, Barrett 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business before the commission, the meeting adjourned at 2:54 P.M. 



Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Equine Grant Program Scoring
For Fiscal Year 2025

Applicant Project Description
Average 

Score
Amount 

Requested
Recommended 

To Fund
Midland Fair Harness track rehabilitation and safety enhancements 95.00 15,000$                        15,000$                   
Croswell Fair Replacement of track lighting 92.80 24,555$                        24,555$                   
Eastern UP Horsemen's Assoc. Safety and drainage improvements in horse racing arena 86.20 5,000$                           5,000$                     
Fowlerville Fair Harness track updates and promotion of harness racing at fair 77.50 9,989$                           9,989$                     
Willowbrooke Farm Outdoor arena resurfacing for safety of re-training retired race horses 77.20 32,000$                        32,000$                   
Winner's Circle Speed Sale Winner's Circle Speed Sale - administration and promotional costs 75.00 22,400$                        22,400$                   

MS Performance
PEMF (pulsed electromagnetic field) treatment focusing on after care of 
racing horses 70.00 33,839$                        33,839$                   

Running S Ranch
New barn addition for the breeding, foaling, sale prep, training and overall 
care of Michigan bred Quarter Horses. 62.40 100,000$                      -$                           

242,783$                     142,783$                

Colors: Available Funding:
Recommended for funding FY22 Work Project 18,482$                   
Not recommended for funding FY25 Current Year 125,000$                

143,482$                

Remaining Authorization After Recommended Awards 699$                         

Members of the joint evaluation committee:
Renee Harbowy, Michigan State University Student (Recommended by Brian Nielsen)
John Currie, Michigan Association of Fairs and Exhibitions
Travis Garvey, Office of Rural Prosperity
Dr. Nora Wineland, MDARD State Veterinarian
Dr. Michele Schalow, MDARD Equine Veterinarian
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