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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
Deborah A. Stabenow Building 

Hutchinson Conference Room 
525 W. Allegan St 

Lansing 48933 
 

Option to Join via Remote Technology 
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 955 456 496# 

 
Meeting Minutes 
August 14, 2025 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chair Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00 p.m. on 
August 14, 2025. Roll call was taken. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Brian Nielsen, Chairman, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Thomas Barrett, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
 
William Frank, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission REMOTE 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA FOR 
AUGUST 14, 2025, COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT: Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Nielsen corrected the minutes by updating the language under the agenda item 
Performance Enhancing Drug, by updated that he read the letter and the spelling of those who 
submitted. 
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE JUNE 12, 2025, MEETING 
MINUTES, AS CORRECTED, COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT: Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 
The next scheduled Horse Racing Advisory Commission is October 23, 2025. 

 
COMMISSIONER REMARKS AND TRAVEL 
Commissioner Barrett gave a legislative update, which included that the legislation they had 
been tracking was reported out of the House Committee and is now awaiting passage during 
session.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
EQUINE GRANT PROGRAM FUND REQUEST 
Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, and Tracy Ebels, Financial Specialist, gave an overview of the grants submitted 
to the Joint Evaluation Committee (JEC) and their suggested approvals. Questions and 
discussion were held between the commission on the JEC and their process. The Chair 
requested that each grant be discussed separately to review and approve. 
 
 Midland County Agricultural and Horticultural Society Grant Request 
 The Midland County Agricultural and Horticultural Society requested $15,000 to make 
track and safety updates to the Harness Track. The commission agreed with the JEC on this 
grant request fit the criteria of the Equine Investment Fund, and Midland Fairgrounds was doing 
a great job continuing to race.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$15,000 TO THE MIDLAND COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, 
COMMISSIONER CARLO SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:  None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Crosswell Agricultural Society Fair 
 The Crosswell Agricultural Society Fair requested $24,555 to replace the track lighting 
which has become a safety concern. The commission agreed with the JEC that the grant 
request fits the criteria of the Equine Investment Fund.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$24,555 TO THE CROSSWELL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIR, COMMISSIONER CARLO 
SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
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 Eastern Upper Peninsula Horseman’s Association 
 The Eastern UP Horseman’s Association requested $5,000 to improve safety and 
drainage issues in their arena. The commission did show concerns with the JEC 
recommendation on funding the request, due to the lack of harness horse racing impact, but felt 
impact of investing into the area was a start to bring racing back to the grounds. 
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$5,000 TO THE EASTERN UPPER PENINSULA HORESMAN’S ASSOCATION, 
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Fowlerville Family Fair 
 The Fowlerville Family Fair requested $10,000 to provide a safe racing surface and 
advertise and promote harness racing. The commission agreed with the JEC that the grant 
request fits the criteria of the Equine Investment Fund.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$10,000 TO THE FOWLERVILLE FAMILY FAIR, COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Willowbrooke Farms 
 Willowbrooke Farms, in Plymouth Michigan, requested $32,000 to promote and rehome 
retired racehorses. The chair and Commissioners Barrett and Carlo expressed concerns about 
the grant request and their relevance to the horse racing industry. Commission Renteria 
informed the commission she would be voting in opposition to the decline due to the JEC 
recommendation.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO DECLINE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$32,000 TO WILLBROOKE FARMS, COMMISSIONER CARLO SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett 
NAY:    Renteria  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

Winners Circle Speed Sale 
The Winners Circle Speed Sale requested $24,400 to operate the Standardbred yearling 

sale at the MSU Pavilion in October 2025. The Commission expressed concern about funding 
the operating cost of a for profit company. However, the commissions agreed they would agree 
upon the marketing and promotion operations to support the upcoming sale. 
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MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO APPROVE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$14,580 TO FUND THE PRINTING, LIVESTREAM, POSTAGE, SIGNAGE AND ADERVISING 
FOR THE UPCOMING WINNERS CIRCLE SPEED SALE, COMMISSIONER CARLO 
SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 MS Performance 
 MS Performance, of Pickney Michigan, submitted a request for $33,839 to evaluate the 
effectiveness of PEMF (Pulsed Electromagnetic Field) therapy in enhancing recovery, reducing 
injuries, and improving performance in racehorses. The chair and Commissioners Barrett and 
Carlo expressed concerns about the grant request and the lack of science in PEMF therapy. 
Commission Renteria informed the commission she would be voting in opposition to the decline 
due to the JEC recommendation.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO DECLINE THE GRANT REQUEST FOR 
$33,839 TO MS PERFORMANCE, COMMISSIONER CARLO SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett 
NAY:    Renteria  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Running S Ranch 
 The Running S Ranch requested $100,000 to build a barn to facilitate breeding, foaling, 
sale prep, training, layup and overall care of Michigan Bred running Quarter Horses. The 
commission reviewed JEC’s decision to decline the grant request and agreed with the JEC to 
deny. 
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVED TO AGREE WITH THE JEC AND DECLINE 
THE GRANT REQUEST FOR $100,000 TO THE RUNNING S RANCH, COMMISSIONER 
CARLO SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Commissioner Renteria informed the commission that with the approval of grants, they were 
awarded $69, 124. Commissioner Barrett asked about the timeline for the next grant cycle and 
requested that a draft timeline be placed on the agenda for the October meeting.  
 
UPDATE: PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUGS: 
Chairman Nielsen gave an overview of the request that have been made on performance 
enhancing drugs. Commissioner Renteria let the commission know that MDARD is exploring the 
options for the required testing and the US Trotting Association rules and regulations.  
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Chairman Nielsen noted that with live racing happening again, he asked the commission on 
their opinion on working with the Michigan Gaming Control to request testing. Commissioner 
Frank addressed the commission that budgetary concerns should not be the issue. 
Commissioner Barrett agreed and that the state and commission should be united in a testing 
protocol. 
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO REQUEST AN IN-PERSON MEETING WITH 
MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL ON PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUG TESTING, 
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
UPDATE: LIVE RACING: Commissioner Carlo was happy to report that racing was live at Barry 
Expo Center in Hastings. He thanked everyone who helped get racing live again, including 
Commissioner Barrett. Commissioner Barrett thanked Commissioner Carlo for continuing to 
work toward keeping racing going in the state of Michigan. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT: STANDARDBRED SALE AT THE MSU PAVILION:  
Commission Barrett announced that the sale would take place on October 9th at the MSU 
Pavilion.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER FRANK MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, 
COMMISSIONER RENTERIA SECONDS.  
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
ABSENT:  Frank 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business before the commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:47 P.M. 


