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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
HORSE RACING ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
Deborah A. Stabenow Building 

Hutchinson Conference Room 
525 W. Allegan St 

Lansing 48933 
 

Option to Join via Remote Technology 
Dial: 1-248-509-0316; Conf. ID 709 325 143# 

 
Meeting Minutes 
October 23,2025 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Nielsen called the meeting of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Horse Racing Advisory Commission (MDARD HRAC) to order at 2:00 p.m. on 
October 23, 2025. Roll call was taken. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Brian Nielsen, Chairman, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
William Frank, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission  PRESENT 
Thomas Barrett, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Michael Carlo, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
Sylvia Renteria, Member, Horse Racing Advisory Commission PRESENT 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA FOR 
OCTOBER 23, 2025, COMMISSIONER FRANK SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Barrett, Carlo, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO APPROVE AUGUST 14, 2025, MEETING 
MINUTES, COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  

 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Barrett, Carlo, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
The next scheduled Horse Racing Advisory Commission is December 4, 2025. 
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The Chair deferred the adoption of the Horse Racing Advisory Committee 2026 Meeting 
Schedule until later in the meeting. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER REMARKS AND TRAVEL 
Chairman Nielsen met with Leslie Janeca from the Kentucky Farm Management Internship 
program. The chair explained Leslie visits campuses yearly around the United States to recruit 
individuals to work at horse farms and leads mentorships in the Lexington area. He noted that 
MSU has sent more students to her than any other program across the world, reflecting the 
interest in young people to be involved in the racing industry. The chair also highlighted that 
students are finding it necessary to leave the state to get jobs in the industry.  
 
Chairman Nielsen took students to Northville Downs where they were able to go to the Barry 
Expo Center horse races. They enjoyed the experience immensely. 
 
Kathy Angerer, MDARD Chief of Staff, informed the commission that the MDARD staff support 
for the commission would be changing. Ms. Angerer introduced Jeff Haarer who will be working 
with the commission going forward, noting administrative support will be provided through Jeff’s 
team, as well. Jeff introduced himself and gave his background within MDARD and his personal 
experience with the industry. The board thanked Sylvia Renteria and Angie Lake who provided 
department support in recent years and welcomed Jeff to the Horse Racing Advisory 
Commission. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
 
BUDGET UPDATE 
Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, informed the commission that a FY2026 budget is active. The equine funds were 
at the same level as FY2025. MDARD is currently working to close out FY2025. The year ended 
September 30th, and finance is working to close out the books. The department should have 
new balances to report at the next meeting. 
 
 
2025 GRANT RECIPIENT UPDATE/PROGRESS UPDATE 
Ms. Renteria supplied the committee with a summary of proposed and approved grants. 
Commissioner Barrett requested a status of funding reimbursement to communicate effectively 
with grant recipients. Ms. Renteria explained the grantees may reach out directly to Tracy Ebels 
for any requests regarding their grant status. 
 
 
2026 GRANT REVIEW PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
Ms. Renteria provided proposed dates for the 2026 grant timeline. The goal is to have the 
commission review Joint Evaluation Committee (JEC) recommendations in April 2026 and 
award grants beginning in May. Commissioner Carlo requested that commission members 
receive the proposals with ample time to review prior to their meeting where final decisions are 
made 
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Ms. Renteria noted that updates were made to the grant application. It is now a fillable form that 
is more user friendly and provides a checklist to ensure all information is supplied in the grant 
application.  
 
The Chair suggested that going forward after the JEC does their evaluation scoring individually, 
that the committee meets to discuss their findings as a group.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE GRANT 
GUIDELINES DOCUMENT, COMMISSIONER FRANK SECONDS. 
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
UPDATE: PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUGS 
Chair Nielsen provided the Michigan Gaming Control Board (MGCB) response to his email. 
Discussion was held regarding concerns about performance enhancing drugs and their desire to 
meet with the Michigan Gaming Control Board to express the commission’s interest to keep 
illegal drugs out of horse racing, to ensure integrity, safety and fairness.  
 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER FRANK MOVED TO REQUEST A WRITTEN RESPONSE FROM 
THE MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD TO AN IN-PERSON MEETING INVITATION 
REGARDING PERFORMANCE ENHANCING DRUG TESTING, COMMISSIONER BARRETT 
SECONDS. 
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Carlo, Barrett 
NAY:    None  
PASS:  Renteria 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Chair Nielsen asked for an update on drug testing at fair racetracks. Ms. Renteria stated that 
MDARD is continuing to research and review data but has no update at this time.  
 
Commissioner Barrett requested that a subcommittee be named to create a position paper 
which would provide the MGCB with a series of recommendations and directions to implement 
drug testing going forward. Commissioner Frank explained they would need input from MDARD 
concerning the bid process, who the contract was awarded to, and the funding amount. Ms. 
Angerer stated that the commission could make requests for any information needed. 
 
MOTION: COMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO FORM A SUBCOMITTEE CONSISTING OF 
COMMISIONERS FRANK AND BARRETT TO PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE 
MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD TO TEST FOR PERFORMANCE ENHANCING 
DRUGS, COMISSIONER FRANK SECONDS. 
  
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Carlo, Barrett 
NAY:    None  
PASS:  Renteria 
MOTION CARRIED 
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UPDATE: LIVE RACING:  
Commissioner Carlo stated the 20 days of horse racing that occurred in August was incredibly 
beneficial to the horseman and the industry and that the goal is to have more race days in the 
future. Chairman Nielsen stated the races received a lot of positive feedback. Commissioner 
Barrett explained they continue to work with legislation and other avenues to improve funding 
and is looking forward to next year. 
 
 
UDPATE: STANDARDBRED SALE AT THE MSU PAVILION:  
Chair Nielsen announced that the sale was slightly greater than in 2024. Commissioner Barrett 
stated that partnering with breeders at the morning sale held at the MSU pavilion resulted in 
more horseman and breeders in attendance. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: 
Commissioner Barrett stated that there are currently two bills that are moving forward and is 
hopeful of getting them to the Senate floor and then to the House to fund fairs and assist with 
racing in the summer at Northville. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING UPDATE (REVISITED): 
Chair Nielsen informed the commission that he was unable to meet on the first and third 
proposed meeting dates. The committee discussed and agreed to move the April meeting to 
Thursday, April 16 and the September meeting to Thursday, September 17th. 
 
MOTION: COMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO ADOPT THE AMMENDED 2026 MEETING 
SCHEDULE, COMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS. 
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Carlo, Barrett 
NAY:    None  
PASS:  Renteria 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CARLO MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, 
COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDS.  
 
YAY:   Nielsen, Frank, Carlo, Barrett, Renteria 
NAY:    None  
MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business before the commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:23 P.M. 


