
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DATE:  June 9, 2023  
 
TO:  Senate Appropriations Committee Members 

House Appropriations Committee Members 
Senate Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture 
House Standing Committee on Agriculture  
State Budget Office 

 
   
FROM:  Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget 
 
SUBJECT: FY 2022 Rural Development Fund Grant Program Report 
 

 
In accordance with Public Act 411 of 2012, attached is the required report on accounting of 
revenues and expenditures from the rural development fund for the prior fiscal year. 
 
Additional information regarding the program may be directed to Jamie Zmitko-Somers at (517) 
930-3460.  Questions regarding funding may be directed to Sylvia Renteria, (517) 599-3605. 
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Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM 
PROJECT SUMMARY AS OF MAY 18, 2023 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development provides grant opportunities to 
promote the sustainability of land-based industries and support infrastructure that benefits rural 
communities. This report is provided per requirements of Section 5 of the Rural Development 
Fund Board Act, P.A. 411 of 2012. 

For the Fiscal Year 2022, the Rural Development Fund Grant program, MDARD received 114 
proposals requesting more than $9.6 million in grant funds. Of the proposals, 21 were 
recommended for funding totaling nearly $1.8 million with a match of more than $8.5 million. 
Funding areas were focused on four areas: business development; infrastructure development; 
rural capacity building; and talent/workforce. Projects were evaluated by two members of the 
Joint Evaluation Committee (JEC) that scored projects in six areas: Project Purpose; Potential 
Impact; Measurable Outcomes; Clarity of Work Plan; Budget; and Sustainability. 

2022 Summary 
21 Projects Recommended  $10.3M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Status 

Ishpeming 
Public 
Schools 

Marquette $100,000 $42,600 Ishpeming 
Intergenerational 
Farm Foundation 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Golden 
Stock Farms 

Oceana $100,000  $307,234 Vegetable 
Hydrocooler and 
Cold Storage 

Completed 

Maria Del 
Barrio 
dba Café 
Bodega 

Marquette $100,000 $115,118 Bodega 
Expansion of 
Cold Storage and 
HVAC System to 
Increase Capacity 
for Production 
and Sales of 
Michigan Grown 
and Value-Added 
Products and Job 
Creation 

Open 
10/31/2023 
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Michigan 
Select Farms 

Mecosta $100,000  $452,021 Michigan Select 
Farms-Morley 
Agricultural Rural 
Energy Solar 
Installation 

Completed 

Sleeping 
Bear 
Apiaries LTD 

Benzie $100,000  $68,980 Filler/Capper 
Automation 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Powell 
Township 

Marquette  $70,000  $30,000 Powell Township 
Recreation Area 
Development 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Marquette-
Alger RESA 

Marquette  $100,000  $30,000 Ishpeming Public 
Schools Child 
Care Hematykes 
Expansion 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Village of 
Baraga 

Baraga  $60,000  $78,395 Village of Baraga 
Wastewater 
Treatment 
Improvements 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Maple 
Transport, 
Inc. 

  $100,000  $355,000 Maple Transport 
Expansion, 
Modernization, & 
Relocation 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Michigan 
Tech 
Enterprise 
Corp. 
dba MTEC 
SmartZone 

Houghton  $100,000  $67,000 Manufacturing 
Hardwood Mass 
Timber in 
Michigan 

Open 
10/31/2023 
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Hiawatha 
Log Homes 

Alger  $100,000  $39,768 Business and 
Workforce 
Expansion 
Project Increasing 
Manufacturing 
Capabilities and 
Domestic and 
Export Sales of 
the New 
TimberPro 
Product Line 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Beautify 
Pullman 

Allegan  $100,000  $56,825 Pullman Town 
Square: A 
Recreation and 
Events Initiative 

Completed 

Coveyou 
Farm 

Emmet  $55,000 $137,500 Infrastructure 
Expansion for 
Workforce 
Housing and 
Farm Stay 
Business 
Diversification on 
Michigan 
Centennial 
Organic Farm 

Open 
10/31/2023 

City of 
Croswell 

Sanilac  $55,000  $6,451,949 Croswell Sewer 
Separation, 
Water System 
Improvements, 
Storm Drainage 
Improvements, 
and Roadway 
Improvements 

Completed 

High Five 
Spirits 

Emmet  $100,000  $72,000 High Five Spirits 
Distillery 

Completed 

Northwoods 
Meat 
Processing 

Ontonagon   $100,000  $30,000 Meat Processing 
Expansion 

Open 
10/31/2023 
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Lake Effect 
Distillery, 
LLC 

Delta  $100,000  $30,000 Expanding 
Capacity of Lake 
Effect Distillery 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Butternut 
Ridge Farm 
Meatery and 
Market, LLC 

Branch  $70,000  $105,000 New Livestock 
Processing 
Facility and Local 
Meat Market 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Barrel and 
Beam, LLC 

Marquette  $21,900  $9,500 Barrel and Beam 
Brewery Kitchen 
Project and 
Waste Reduction 
Initiative 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Jilbert Dairy Marquette  $100,000  $59,700 Jilbert Dairy 
Rebuild 
Investment 

Open 
10/31/2023 

County of 
Marquette 

Marquette  $59,500  $23,205 Loved to Live: 
Balancing Rec-
Tourism in 
Marquette County 

Open 
10/31/2023 

Total  $1,791,400 $8,561,795   
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2021 Summary 
20 Projects Recommended  $8.4M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Status 

Apsey Farm 
LLC 

Reed City $90,000 $27,619 Improved 
livestock meat 
production and 
processing with 
increased cold 
storage and 
transportation 

Completed 

Beaver Island 
Historical 
Society 

Beaver Island $31,800 $13,620 Beaver Island 
Natural 
Resources and 
Heritage 
Management  

Completed 

City of 
Ishpeming 

Ishpeming $100,000 $100,000 City of Ishpeming 
Malton Road 
Campground 

Completed 

City of 
Negaunee 

Negaunee $82,600 $25,100 Teal Lake Beach 
Revitalization 
Project 

Completed 

City of 
Stephenson 

Stephenson $41,500 $41,540 City of 
Stephenson. MI 
Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
Headworks 
Improvement 
Project 

Completed 

Gallagher 
Farms, LLC 

Traverse City $100,000 $358,550 Establishment of 
a craft spirits 
destination at the 
family farm that 
will use local fruit 

Open 
4/14/2023 

Gatien Farm 
and Forest 
products LLC 

Powers $100,000 $349,900 Equipment 
Procurement and 
Sawmill 
Modernization 

Open 
9/15/2022 
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Great Lakes 
Tissue 
Company 

Cheboygan $100,000 $572,548 GLT Carton and 
Cup Plastic 
Residual 
Utilization 
Strategy 

Completed 

Harbor Hills 
Fruit Farm 

Lake Leelanau $100,000 $55,048 Cross-Flow 
Filtering Service 
for Michigan 
Wineries 

Completed 

Lakeshore 
Depot L3C 

Marquette $100,000 $79,300 Lakeshore Depot 
Expansion of 
retail space, cold 
storage, 
distribution, and 
processing 
capacity. 

Open 
9/15/2023 

Mackinac 
Bluffs Maple 
Farms Inc 

Pickford $100,000 $116,600 Maple Sugarbush 
Expansion 
Project to Expand 
Farmable 
Acreage for 
Harvesting Maple 
Sap 

Terminated 

Noquemanon 
Trails 
Network 
Council 

Marquette $100,000 $65,000 Noquemanon 
South Trailhead 
Expansion and 
Visitor 
Enhancement 
Project  

Open 
8/17/2023 

Northern 
Michigan 
University 

Marquette $100,000 $30,000 NMU's Self-
Contained 
Sustainability 
Growing Center 

Open 
7/17/2023 
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Oceana 
County 
Economic 
Alliance 

Hart $100,000 $2,587,000 Support of Village 
of Shelby 
Watermain 
Extension to 
Rural Workforce 
Housing 
Development 

Open 
6/23/2023 

Riveridge 
Land 
Company 

Grant $100,000 $140,000 Expanding 
Housing for 
Seasonal 
Workers to Keep 
Up with Projected 
Growth 

Completed 

The Custom 
Cut 
Processing 
LLC 

Rosebush $78,400 $33,600 Expansion of 
Swine Processing 
Capacity for The 
Cut Custom 
Processing 

Completed 

Travel 
Marquette 
(Marquette 
County CVB) 

Marquette $20,800 $113,700 Travel Marquette 
Accessibility 
Program 

Completed 

TCWC LLC 
dba Traverse 
City Whiskey 

Traverse City $100,000 $199,800 Local Broadband 
and Natural Gas 
Improvements to 
Facilitate Agri-
Tourism and 
Distilling Capacity 

Open 
8/18/2023 

Tuscarora 
Township 

Indian River $54,900 $44,300 Tuscarora 
Township Inland 
Waterway 
Tourism 
Development 
Project: Dockage 
Addition at 
Marina Park. 

Completed 
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Village of 
Breckenridge 

Breckenridge $100,000 $1,736,931 Village of 
Breckenridge 
Technology and 
Agribusiness 
Expansion 

Open 
7/10/2024 

Total  $1,700,000 $6,690,156   
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2020 Summary 
20 Projects Recommended  $3.7M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Completion 

Marquette 
County of 

Marquette $100,000 $225,757 KI Sawyer 
Hangar 
Expansion 

Completed 

Northern 
Great Lakes 
Initiatives 
(Northern 
Initiatives) 

Marquette $50,000 $15,000 Helping Upper 
Peninsula Small 
Businesses Grow 
and Thrive 
through the 
Continuous 
Solutions Group 
(CSG) Model 

Completed 

Bois Blanc 
Township, 
Michigan 

Pointe Aux $100,000 $179,600 Bois Blanc Island 
Westend 
Wetlands Beach 
Park - PHASE I 

Open 
7/14/2023 

Corullo 
Forest 
Products 
Corporation 

Bessemer $100,000 $44,000 Corullo Forest 
Products Wood 
Yard 
Development 

Completed 

Empire 
Business 
Association 

Empire $10,000 $3,000 Empire Business 
Cooperative 
Wastewater 
Project 

Completed 

Manthei Inc 
dba Manthei 
Veneer 

Petoskey  $100,000 $268,600 Plywood Sander 
Procurement and 
Installation for 
Value-Added 
Manufacturing 
and New Export 
Capability 

Completed 

Bay Mills 
Indian 
Community 

Brimley $84,000 $26,000 Bay Mills Indian 
Community 
Riverview 
Wastewater 
Project 

Completed 

West Central 
Michigan 
Horticulture 
Research Inc 

Hart  $100,000 $348,000 The West Central 
Michigan 
Horticulture 
Research Center 

Completed 

Western 
Upper 
Peninsula 
Planning and 
Development 
Region 

Hancock $14,647 $4,500 Seeding Rural 
Development: 
Creating 
Resiliency 
through 
Gardening 

Completed 
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Arbre Farms Walkerville $100,000 $30,000 Arbre Farms 
Addresses Rural 
Homelessness 
and Employee 
Retention 

Terminated 

J & DC 
Chocolates 
LLC dba 
Grocer's 
Daughter 
Chocolate 

Empire $80,794 $34,626 Increasing 
Capacity for 
Production and 
Sales of Michigan 
Value-Added 
Frozen Treats in 
Agritourism 
Destination 

Completed 

Copper 
Harbor Trails 
Society (aka 
Copper 
Harbor Trails 
Club) 

Copper Harbor $32,500 $17,500 Keweenaw 
Mountain Lodge 
to Manganese 
Falls Non-
Motorized Easy 
Trail 

Completed 

Sklarczyk 
Seed Farm 
LLC 

Johannesburg $50,000 $25,000 Equipment 
Procurement for 
Quality 
Enhancement & 
Business 
Expansion 

Completed 

NutriFeed, 
LLC 

Powers $100,000 $392,390 Salt Processing/ 
Agricultural Block 
Production 

Completed 

Village of 
Colon 

Colon $50,000 $80,000 Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
Inlet Structure 

Completed 

DeVooght's 
General 
Store, Inc 

Skandia $95,000 $121,000 Marquette County 
Maple Syrup 
Processing and 
Certified Kitchen 
Project 

Completed 

North 
Channel 
Brewing 
Company 
LLC 

Manistee $100,000 $60,525 North Channel 
Brewing 
Company 
Expansion Project 

Completed 

Wunsch 
Farms 

Traverse City  $100,000 $150,000 Peninsula 
Township Farm 
Labor Housing 
Project 

Completed 
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Honor Area 
Restoration 
Project 

Honor $20,000 $310,600 Platte River Park 
Development: A 
Community 
Economic, 
Recreation and 
Preservation 
Initiative 

Open 
7/17/2023 

Keweenaw 
Bee 
Company, 
LLCC 

Chassel $13,300 $5,700 Procurement of 
Insulated Bee 
Hives and 
Processing 
Capacity 
Equipment 

Completed 

Total  $1,400,241 $2,341,798   
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2019 Summary 
16 Projects Recommended  $2.8M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Completion 

County of 
Marquette 

Marquette $100,000 $65,000 KI Sawyer WWTF 
Influent Pumping 
Improvements 

Completed 

Michigan 
Asparagus 
Industry 
Research 
Farm 

Hart $100,000 $123,800 Expand 
Processing 
Equipment 

Completed 

City of 
Negaunee 

Negaunee $100,000 $425,000 Upgrade Brown 
Ave Sewer 

Completed 

Powell 
Township 

Big Bay $43,500 $20,000 Expand the Big 
Bay Pathway to a 
Year-Round Trail 

Completed 

Clare-
Gladwin 
RESD 

Clare $99,100 $29,800 Workforce 
Development in 
Clare and 
Gladwin Counties 

Completed 

Central UP 
Planning and 
Development 
Regional  

Escanaba $83,000 $25,000 Develop 
Economic 
Resiliency 
Strategy 

Completed 

Austin 
Brothers’ 
Beer 
Company, 
LLC 

Alpena $34,300 $14,700 Expansion of 
Equipment 

Completed 

Republic 
Township 

Republic $100,000 $60,000 Building 
Improvements on 
the Iron Ore 
Heritage Trail  

Completed 

Bee Well 
Meadery, 
LLC 

Bellaire $89,800 $48,300 Equipment 
Upgrades 

Completed 
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Village of 
Central Lake 

Central Lake $14,750 $14,750 Sewer Feasibility 
Study 

Completed 

Coldwater 
Board of 
Public 
Utilities 

Coldwater $100,000 $30,000 Wastewater 
Infrastructure 
Plan 

Completed 

City of 
Hillsdale  

Hillsdale $100,000 $368,000 Upgrades to 
Hallett Street  

Completed 

Northeast 
Michigan 
Council of 
Governments 
(NEMCOG) 

Gaylord $10,100 $10,000 Video-
conferencing 
Capacity for 
Northeast 
Michigan 

Completed 

Paddle 
Antrim  

Elk Rapids $70,500 $120,400 Marketing 
Paddling the 
Chain of Lakes  

Completed 

Jones Farm 
Market 

Saranac $100,000 $61,300 Expand 
Processing 
Facility 

Completed 

Michigamme 
River Basin 
Tax 
Increment 
Financing 
and Water 
Improvement 
Authority 

Republic $100,000 $104,330 Republic Dam 
Renovations 

Open 
12/31/2023 

Total  $1,245,050 $1,520,380   
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2018 Summary 
11 Projects Recommended  $1.7M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Status 

City of 
Escanaba 

Escanaba  $99,300 $119,200 Replacement of 
aeration blowers 
for the city’s 
wastewater plant. 

Completed 

Connect 
Nation 

Elk Rapids $70,000 $35,400 Conduct a 
regional analysis 
with Northeastern 
Michigan Council 
of Governments 
on local policies, 
ordinances, and 
asset inventory 
for streamlining 
broadband 
infrastructure. 

Completed 

Food for 
Thought  

Honor $88,000 $141,300 Procurement of 
new equipment 
for value-added 
manufacturing to 
build institutional 
packaging 
capacity at their 
new Traverse City 
facility. 

Completed 

Indian 
Summer 
Cooperative 

Ludington $100,000 $150,000 Conduct facility 
wastewater 
system upgrades 
to meet 
production needs 
for fruit juices and 
sauces.  

Completed 
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Marquette 
County Road 
Commission 

Ishpeming $100,000 $30,000 Conduct 
preliminary 
engineering for 
CR492 to improve 
safety and 
provide a more 
reliable route for 
the mining and 
forestry industry. 

Completed 

Michigan 
Blueberry 
Commission  

Pullman $99,300 $29,900 Blueberry 
research 
infrastructure for 
addressing critical 
pest control 
needs 

Completed 

Negaunee 
Township 

Negaunee $100,000 $83,000 Expansion of the 
Township’s 
existing water 
system to provide 
services to 
properties along 
the south side of 
US-41. 

Completed 

PM Power 
Group Inc 

White Pine $100,000 $30,000 Create a pilot 
program to 
determine final 
costs to process 
and remediate 
stamp stands in 
White Pine. 

Completed 

Village of 
L’Anse 

L’Anse $45,000 $171,300 Construct a 
community solar 
array for the 
Village’s 
municipal electric 
utility.  

Completed 
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Village of 
Newberry 

Newberry $55,305 $23,705 Enhance and 
upgrade the 
Village’s financial 
software to new 
integrated 
financial 
management 
system.  

Completed 

Village of 
Pentwater 

Pentwater $35,000 $15,000 Conduct planning, 
design, and 
improve critical 
street parking, 
walking, and 
biking facilities 
utilizing a 
Complete Street 
approach.  

Completed 

Total  $891,905 $828,805   
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2017 Summary 
17 Projects Recommended  $3.4M Investment 

Grantee Location Funding Match Project 
Outcomes Status  

Slagles 
Family Farm 

Felch $84,110 $33,010 
private 

Commercial 
Kitchen Project 

Completed 

Grand 
Traverse 
Pasta 
Company, 
LLC 

Traverse City $75,250 $32,250 
private 

Pasta Equipment 
Purchases for 
Improved 
Processes 

Terminated 

Grand 
Traverse 
Distillery, LLC 

Traverse City $123,800 $52,800 
private 

Distillery 
Equipment 
Upgrades Lead to 
Greater 
Efficiency, 
Increased 
Production 
Capacity, 
Increased Export 
Capability and 
Job Creation 

Completed 

Michigamme 
Township 

Michigamme $26,500 $12,500 
local 

Certified Operator 
for the 
Wastewater 
Treatment Facility 

Completed 

Human 
Development 
Commission 

Caro $61,600 $26,400 
private 

Commodity 
Distribution 
Program and The 
Emergency Food 
Assistance 
Program 

Completed 

Northwest 
Michigan 
Horticultural 
Research 
Foundation 

Traverse City $170,000 $170,000 Research and 
Infrastructure 
project 

Completed 
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Superior 
Watershed 
Partnership 

Marquette $75,200 $22,600 
private 

Tri-County Nature 
Tourism Project 

Completed 

Northern 
Michigan 
Geological 
Repository 
Association 

Marquette $226,700 $123,300 
private 

Diamond Drill 
Core Library and 
Geologic Data 

Completed 

Copper Peak 
Inc. 

Ironwood $125,000 $71,715 
private 

Copper Peak 
Reconstruction 
(Ski Flying 
Facility) 

Completed 

City of 
Munising 

Munising $150,000 $64,400 
City 

M-28 to Foster 
Street Project 

Completed 

Village of 
Ellsworth 

Ellsworth $32,000 $10,000 
Village 

Engineering Plan 
for Community 
Sanitary Sewer 
System 

Completed 

Iron County 
Economic 
Development 

Iron River $22,140 $9,650 
County 

The Iron County 
Tourism & 
Business 
Development 
Initiative 

Completed 

Northern 
Economic 
Initiatives 
Corporation 

Marquette $50,000 $33,338 Assess and 
Create Strategies 
for Central Upper 
Peninsula 
Businesses 

Completed 

Western 
Upper 
Peninsula 
Planning & 
Development 
Region 
Commission 

Houghton $27,230 $8,170 
Local 

Feasibility Study 
for Community 
Photovoltaic Solar 
Generation 
System 

Completed 

Houghton 
County 

Houghton $80,000 $163,550 
County 

Houghton County 
Airpark Sewer 
System 

Completed 
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Mason 
County 
Growth 
Alliance 

Ludington $35,000 $15,000 
Regional 

Prosperity 
Grant 

LEAD and 
Interconnected 
Trails 

Completed 

Newaygo 
County RESA 

Fremont $176,753 $971,922 Skills Training 
Infrastructure 
Grant 

Completed 

Total  $1,541,283 $1,820,605   
 

January 10, 2023      
Rural Development Fund (1509) 

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Schedule of Source of Funds 

for the periods ending September 30 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

      
 2020  2021  2022 

      
Sources      

Available Fund Balance 
Beginning 1,763,396.55   1,864,100.13   2,930,390.65  
Encumbered Balance 
Forward 874,302.76   978,558.84   1,570,243.56  
Revenues and Other 
Sources 1,485,729.10   2,693,290.26   4,253,870.25  

Total Sources 4,123,428.41   5,535,949.23   8,754,504.46  
      

Uses      
Expended and Transferred 1,280,769.44   1,035,315.02   1,669,046.82  
Encumbered 978,558.84   1,570,243.56   1,739,237.88  

Total Uses 2,259,328.28   2,605,558.58   3,408,284.70  
      

Ending Available Fund Balance 1,864,100.13   2,930,390.65   5,346,219.76  
      
      
      
      
Source: GA-0034, GA-00018, GA-0037, GA-0027. 
Prepared by Accounting Service Center 
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