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FROM: Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget

SUBJECT: Section 1004 Farm Innovation Grant Report

In accordance with Public Act 87 of 2021, Section 1004, this is the required report on the Farm
Innovation Grant Program.

For fiscal year 2022, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)
was appropriated $3,180,000 in one-time general funds for a new Farm Innovation Grant
Program. The department conducted industry and stakeholder meetings to receive guidance in
the development of the program. MDARD opened the request for proposals on July 27, 2022
and accepted proposals to develop and support innovative solutions to real, immediate, and
future farm problems facing Michigan’s food and agricultural industry. The grant funds were
open to all in-state universities, colleges, community colleges, tech centers, technology
incubators, and research centers, based on boilerplate language.

All grant proposals were due by October 27, 2022. MDARD received seven proposals
requesting more than $1.2 million in grant funds. The grant requested applications focusing on:

o Climate Smart Practices - New innovative technologies will work to mitigate the effects of
climate change to Michigan commodities and lead to climate resiliency for the industry.

o Supply Chain Resiliency - Projects that strengthen and expand Michigan's food supply
chain, including equipment, new technology, and research.

o Food Processing and Farm Production Automation - New innovative research and
technology to assist with automation where finding labor to fill positions is a challenge.

o Rural Resiliency - Projects that strengthen the ability for rural communities to support
farm and food processing.

o Other - Applicant will be asked to provide a description of the project funding area if it
does not fit into a prior category.
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The seven applications were competitively reviewed by a 14-member Joint Evaluation
Committee (JEC). Of the reviewed proposals, two were recommended for funding totaling
$400,000 by the JEC.

2022 Grant Projects

Grantee | Location Funding | Match | Project Outcomes Completion
I Improving climate resiliency
Michigan . .
State East Lansing, $200,000 | n/a ar]d gconomlc return of 3/31/2025
. . Mi Michigan beef cattle by
University >
reducing feed use
Improving Irrigation
Michigan East Lansin Efficiency in Blueberry
State M 9 $200,000 | n/a Orchards Using an loT- 3/31/2025
University based Automatic Smart
Irrigation System

The department will continue to evaluate available funding and work to effectively implement
the program. If any additional information is needed, please contact me at 517-599-3605 or
RenteriaS@michigan.gov.




