
 
 

 

 

 
 

DATE: November 14, 2023 

TO: Senate Appropriations Subcommittee Members 
House Appropriations Subcommittee Members 
Senate Fiscal Agency 
House Fiscal Agency 
State Budget Office 

FROM: Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget 

SUBJECT: FY23 County Fair Capital Improvement and Shows and Expositions Grants 

In accordance with Public Act 166 of 2022, Section 805 (8), attached is the required legislative 
report on the County Fair Capital Improvement and Shows and Expositions Grants, as awarded. 
Additional information regarding the purpose of these grants and its funding can be directed to 
Tracy Ebels, by phone at 517-285-8463 or by email at EbelsT@michigan.gov. 
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Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
FY 2023 County Fair Capital Improvement Grants 

MDARD received 36 grant applications requesting more than $2,325,680. These applications included over $5.7 million in proposed enhancements to the fairgrounds. Of these applications 23 
were awarded grants. Grant applications were evaluated, scored, and ranked by a joint evaluation committee comprised of individuals not directly involved in any grant proposal. Legislative 
notice was provided in early June 2023. The grants are for the period of May 1, 2023 through August 31, 2024. An interim report was due from the grantees by September 15, 2023 and the 
final grant reports are due September 1, 2024. 

Fair Name Grant Project Total Project Grant Award Match 
Alger County Fair Improvements to Horse Arena 36,520 24,388 12,132 
Allegan County Agricultural Society Bathroom Renovations 155,205 100,000 55,205 
Barry County Agricultural Society Communication Improvements 78,752 52,501 26,251 
Branch County Fair Hilltop Campsite Improvement 147,314 98,210 49,104 
Chippewa County Stalwart Agricultural Fair Campground Expansion 62,793 41,862 20,931 
Clare County Agricultural Society Building Improvement 74,500 49,500 25,000 
Croswell Agricultural Society New Bathroom and Shower Project 118,900 79,000 39,900 
Genesee County Agricultural Society Agriplex Electrical Upgrade 158,144 40,000 118,144 
Gladwin County Fair Gladwin Jr. Livestock Swine and Sheep Barn Pen 85,600 57,000 28,600 
Hillsdale County Agricultural Society Technology Upgrades 127,832 63,916 63,916 
Houghton County Fair Association Exhibit Building Addition 150,000 100,000 50,000 
Huron Community Fair Steps in the Right Direction Paving and Asphalt Project 118,495 78,997 39,498 
Ionia County Free Fair Association Floral Building Roof and Stair Replacement 182,900 100,000 82,900 
Iosco County Agricultural Society Grandstand Seating Expansion 90,000 60,000 30,000 
Iron County Fair Association Fairground Electrical Upgrades 74,440 49,626 24,814 
Lapeer County Agricultural Society Landmark Tower and Public Safety Hub 148,935 74,467 74,467 
Midland County Agricultural and Horticultural Society Facility Safety/Security Upgrades 152,000 100,000 52,000 
Montcalm County Fair Association ADA and Connectivity Improvements 57,700 35,400 22,300 
Oakland County 4‐H Fair Association Asphalt Renovation and Expansion 214,000 100,000 114,000 
Osceola County 4‐H and FFA Fair Swine Barn Upgrades 157,637 100,000 57,637 
Western Michigan Fair Association ‐Mason County Covered Horse Arena 2,045,300 100,000 1,945,300 

Totals 4,436,966 1,504,867 2,932,099 

Shows and Expositions Grants Grant Project Total Project Grant Award Match 
Isabella County Youth and Farm Fair Society Senior Showman Scholarships 7,500 5,000 2,500 
Shiawassee County Agricultural Society Promotional Support 8,300 4,100 4,200 

Totals 15,800 9,100 6,700 
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