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In accordance with Public Act 119 of 2023, Section 503(7), attached is the annual report for the
Agricultural Climate Resiliency Program.
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Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Agricultural Climate Resiliency Program
As of April 1, 2024

Overview

Public Act 119 of 2023 appropriates $1.0 million in ongoing general funds and $6.0 million in one-
time general funds for the Agricultural Climate Resiliency Program. The program is focused on
the usage and implementation of best regenerative agricultural farming practices and new
technologies related to environmental sustainability, including measures to address the impacts
of climate change.

In addition, Public Act 119 of 2023 section 503(7) requires an annual report providing information
on the Agricultural Climate Resiliency Program, including department activities, uses of program
funds by activity or project, contractors, grantees, and a summary of projects and project results.

Uses of Program Funds

In response to proactive efforts via the plant coalition and allied agriculture industry partners in
Michigan, the State of Michigan appropriated funds in fiscal year 2024 for an Agricultural
Climate Resiliency Competitive Grants Program. This is a new partnership between Michigan
agriculture industry partners, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD), Michigan State University (MSU) AgBioResearch, and MSU Extension. This will
focus on agricultural research and outreach in the area of climate resiliency.

Recurring funding ($1 million) appropriated to MDARD for this partnership will be used to
support salary and benefits for faculty and extension educators at Michigan State University.
One time funding ($5 million) will be allocated to MSU to oversee 3-year, integrated multi-
disciplinary projects with the overall goal to enhance climate change adaptation and mitigation
and environmental sustainability of Michigan agriculture through regenerative agriculture and
other approaches. The remaining $1 million will be allocated as future needs and opportunities
are assessed.

Going Forward

With this funding, MSU will hire faculty and extension educators such as graduate students,
postdoctoral research associates, undergraduate research assistants and technicians to
establish research and outreach expertise in Agricultural Climate Resilience. In addition, the
research will be conducted and used by the department to inform leadership on future
programming.

The department and MSU will oversee the 3-year projects to ensure:

» multi-disciplinary approaches are taken to address questions relevant to overall program
goals and ultimately be applicable at the on-farm level.

» a significant extension/outreach and field-based component to certify work remains
grounded in industry relevance.

= support to generate significant future funding for continuation of work.
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