
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DATE:  April 1, 2024 
 
TO:  Senate Appropriations Committee 
  House Appropriations Committee 
  Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
  House Appropriations Subcommittee 
  Senate Fiscal Agency 
  House Fiscal Agency   
  State Budget Office 
  Senate Policy Office 
  House Policy Office 
   
FROM:  Mikaylah Heffernan, Legislative Liaison 
 
SUBJECT: Section 504 Soil Health and Regenerative Agriculture Program 
 

 
In accordance with Public Act 119 of 2023, Section 504(7), attached is the annual report for the 
Soil Health and Regenerative Agriculture Program. 
 
If any additional information is needed, please contact Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and 
Budget, at 517-599-3605 or RenteriaS@michigan.gov. 
 
Attachment 
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Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Soil Health and Regenerative Agriculture Program 
As of April 1, 2024 
 

Overview 

Public Act 119 of 2023 appropriates $1.0 million in ongoing general funds and $5.0 million in one-
time general funds for the Soil Health and Regenerative Agriculture Program. The program is 
focused on advancing the adoption of soil health and regenerative agriculture principles in 
Michigan agriculture which include maintaining soil cover, minimization of soil disturbance, 
plant/crop diversity, maintenance of continual live plant/root, and integration of livestock into 
cropping systems. 

In addition, Public Act 119 of 2023 section 504(7) requires an annual report providing information 
on the soil health and regenerative agriculture program, including department activities, uses of 
program funds by activity or project, contractors, grantees, and a summary of projects and project 
results. 

Uses of Program Funds 

The department will provide leadership, expertise to growers, funding for research, market 
development and on-farm adoption of regenerative practices.  These funds will facilitate 
statewide leadership to focus the efforts of individuals and groups; provide field-based expertise 
to growers; and provide funding for research, market development, and on-farm adoption of 
regenerative practices. The intended results will be healthier people, a healthier environment, 
and healthier rural economies. 

A Soil/Water/Climate Section Manager and Regenerative Agriculture Program Manager have 
been hired to coordinate the program, supervise staff, and serve as the overall leaders of 
regenerative agriculture efforts.  Additionally, work will be accomplished directly with farmers to 
educate them on the principles of regenerative agriculture, assist them with implementing 
regenerative techniques on their farms, and to measure outcomes related to environmental and 
economic impacts. 

 Going Forward 

The department will: 

1. Identify and lead a team to develop the program vision, direction, goals, and strategy, 
and to guide program implementation.  
  

2. Coordinate with existing on-farm service providers to educate farmers and provide 
expert assistance. 
 

3. Implement grant programs to fund research, on-farm implementation, and market 
development to achieve desired results. 
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