STATE OF MICHIGAN

GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DR. TIM BORING
GOVERNOR AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
DATE: November 21, 2025
TO: Senate Appropriations Subcommittee Members

House Appropriations Subcommittee Members
Senate Fiscal Agency

House Fiscal Agency

State Budget Office

FROM: Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance and Budget

SUBJECT: FY25 County Fair Capital Improvement and Shows and Expositions Grants

In accordance with Public Act 121 of 2024, Section 805 (8), attached is the required legislative
report on the County Fair Capital Improvement and Shows and Expositions Grants, as awarded.
Additional information regarding the purpose of these grants and its funding can be directed
to me, by phone at 517-599-3605 or by email at renterias@michigan.gov.
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Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

FY 2025 County Fair Capital Improvement Grants

MDARD received 48 grant applications requesting more than $2,340,500. These applications included over $4.1 million in proposed enhancements to the fairgrounds. Of these applications 29
were awarded grants. Grant applications were evaluated, scored, and ranked by a joint evaluation committee comprised of individuals not directly involved in any grant proposal. Legislative
notice was provided in early May 2025. The grants are for the period of May 1, 2025 through August 31, 2026. An interim report was due from the grantees by September 15, 2025, and the final

grant reports are due September 1, 2026.

Fair Name Grant Project Total Project Grant Award Match
Alger County Fair Livestock Infrastructure and Safety Improvements 18,750 12,500 6,250
Allegan County Fair Asphalting Fairgrounds 150,986 100,000 50,986
Armada Agricultural Society Safety Compliance and Incident Command Preparedness 112,600 56,300 56,300
Barry County Agricultural Society Accessibility Improvements: Safe and Barrier-Free Parking 194,179 100,000 94,179
Branch County Fair Bath House Accessibility Renovations 136,911 91,211 45,700
Clinton County 4-H & Youth Fair Small Animal Barn Improvement 36,089 24,000 12,089
Emmet-Charlevoix Co. Fair Campground Electrical Improvements 160,000 100,000 60,000
Genessee County Agricultural Society Agriplex Sewer and Water Infrastructure Improvement 150,000 100,000 50,000
Gogebic County Accessibility and Safety Improvement Project 120,000 80,000 40,000
Houghton County Fair Association Electrical Upgrades for Safe Lighting, Sound, and Ventilation 94,800 63,200 31,600
Huron Community Fair Association Housing Expansion Project 264,030 100,000 164,030
lonia Free Fair Association Pavilion and Emergency Evacuation Road Asphalt Project 179,432 100,000 79,432
losco County Agriculture Society Livestock Barn Restrooms Construction 93,600 62,400 31,200
Midland County Agricultural & Horticultural Society Grandstand Safety and Infrastructure Project 117,700 67,700 50,000
Missaukee Agricultural Youth Show Water System Upgrade 15,700 7,850 7,850
Newaygo County Agricultural Fair Association Barn Construction 95,100 63,100 32,000
Oceana County Agricultural Society Restroom and Shower Project 375,000 100,000 275,000
Ogemaw County Agricultural Society PA System Upgrade 88,300 58,300 30,000
The Berlin Fair (Ottawa County) Electrical Utility Upgrades 144,300 96,000 48,300
Tuscola County Fair Association Grandstand Accessibility and Safety Project 150,000 100,000 50,000
Wayne County Fair Association Restroom Restoration 69,400 43,300 26,100
Oakland County Fair Campground Upgrade 44,459 29,639 14,820
Totals 2,811,336 1,555,500 1,255,836
Shows and Expositions Grants Grant Project Total Project Grant Award Match
Genessee County Agricultural Society Premium and Promotion for Vehicle City Jackpot Show 7,000 3,500 3,500
Shiawassee County Agricultural Society Marketing and Advertising 7,000 3,500 3,500
Monroe County Fair Association 4-H Award ltems 7,000 3,500 3,500
Ogemaw County Agricultural Society Fair Premium Assistance 7,000 3,500 3,500
Calhoun County Premium for Incentive Class - Queens Cup 7,000 3,500 3,500
Fowlerville Agricultural Society Family Fair Open Class Premiums 7,000 3,500 3,500
Isabella County Youth and Farm Fair Society Senior Champion Showman Awards 7,000 3,500 3,500
Totals 49,000 24,500 24,500
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