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If you need any additional information, please contact Sylvia Renteria, Director of Finance
and Budget at 517-599-3605.

Attachment

DEBORAH A. STABENOW BUILDING * P.O. BOX 30017 * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.gov/mdard « 800-292-3939



http://www.michigan.gov/mdard

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Local Conservation Districts Report
Calendar Year 2025
March 31, 2026

Overview
Michigan’s conservation districts were established under the Soil Conservation Districts
Law, Public Act 297 of 1937, through local referenda. Their main responsibility is to
conserve the state's soil and water resources, utilizing local, state, federal, and private
funding. Currently, 75 conservation districts cover all 83 counties in Michigan. Their roles
are defined by the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of
1994, Part 93, as amended, and each district is governed by a board of five elected
directors overseeing programs related to soil and water conservation.

Public Act 121 of 2024 allocates $3 million in general funds to local conservation districts,
that were in operation in the previous fiscal year, based upon criteria established by the
department.

This report meets the requirements of Public Act 22 of 2025, Section 507(2), detailing local
conservation district activities and funding for the previous calendar year.

Operation Grants
In 2025, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development issued Operation
Grants valued at $40,000 each to 75 districts, totaling $3 million. While 74 grants were
executed and $2,960,000 was paid out, one grant for the Macomb Conservation District
was not executed as it is currently not operating.

Due to those funds being unallocated, the remaining $40,000 was granted to districts to
provide statewide training to district directors and managers on their roles, responsibilities,
and legal obligations to 1)enhance their ability to implement their responsibilities as
defined by Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of 1994,
Part 93, as amended, and 2) deliver more locally led conservation for Michigan residents.

These funds supported the districts' basic operations and their natural resource
management duties, including providing information, education, and technical assistance
to private landowners, municipalities, and local communities.

Going Forward
The department will continue collaborating with local conservation districts to ensure they
complete biannual audits, adhere to election requirements, develop annual business plans
and approve annual budgets, conduct meetings in accordance with the Open Meetings
Act, and develop and update five-year long-range conservation plans. Performance in
these operational functions is necessary for districts to remain viable and successfully
address critical local resource concerns.



Conservation Districts

Alcona Gladwin Menominee
Alger Gogebic Midland
Allegan Grand Traverse Missaukee
'I?/Ilgr?tnn?orency Gratiot Monroe
Antrim Hillsdale Montcalm
Arenac Eoughton Muskegon
eweenaw
Barry Huron Newaygo
Bay Ingham Oakland
Benzie lonia Oceana
Berrien losco Ogemaw
Blue Water Iron Baraga Ontonagon
Branch Isabella Osceola-Lake
Calhoun Jackson Oscoda
Cass Kalamazoo Otsego
Charlevoix Kalkaska Ottawa
Cheboygan Kent Presque lIsle
ﬁglgﬁﬁgf Luce Lapeer Saginaw
Clare Leelanau Schoolcraft
Clinton Lenawee Shiawassee
(érawford- Livingston St. Joseph
oscommon
Delta Macomb Tuscola
Dickinson Manistee Van Buren
Eaton Marquette Washtenaw
Emmet Mason-Lake Wayne
Genesee Mecosta Wexford
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