
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      January 12, 2026 
 
 
 

Dear Local Farmland Preservation Representative: 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) and the Michigan 
Agricultural Preservation Fund Board (APFB) are pleased to announce the Fiscal Year 2026 
grant funding cycle. The Agricultural Preservation Fund and associated Agricultural Preservation 
Fund Board provides grants to eligible local units of government and their qualified Purchase of 
Development Rights programs (PDRs). This grant cycle will include $1.9 million in available 
funding.  The funds may be used for the purchase of development rights to preserve locally 
important farmland. 

To be eligible for this grant cycle, the local unit of government must be qualified by MDARD as a 
local PDR program in the previous fiscal year (no later than September 30). A qualified program 
is allowed to submit multiple applications and may be awarded more than one grant subject to 
available funding.  A separate application must be submitted for each property. Per Board policy, 
up to $250,000 will be set aside for new programs. A new program is defined as a program that 
has never been approved for a grant by the Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund Board. 
Recently reinstated programs may qualify as a new program subject to APFB approval. 

Applications must be submitted to krohnj@Michigan.gov no later than 4:00 p.m. (EST) on Friday, 
March 13, 2026. Applications received by the deadline will be reviewed for completeness and 
scored by a joint review committee. Please note the requirement to include a recent appraisal 
of the proposed easement with the application. The scores and grant award recommendations 
will be presented to the Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund Board for their review and 
approval during a regularly scheduled public meeting in 2026. 
 
The grant application form, a list of currently qualified farmland preservation programs, and 
requirements to become a qualified Local Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program for 
future grant opportunities can be found at Michigan.gov/Farmland. Please call 517-243-7949, or 
email KrohnJ@Michigan.gov, if you have any questions about the application and submission 
process. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Chip Kraus 
Program Manager 
Farmland and Open Space Preservation 

 
 
Enclosure 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdard
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/farmland
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MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION FUND BOARD 
LOCAL FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
FY2026 GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
 
APPLICATIONS DUE 4:00 p.m. Friday, March 13, 2026 
 
Submit completed applications to: krohnj@Michigan.gov 

 

The applicant indicated on this form acknowledges they have read and understand the 
Policies and Procedures recently approved by the Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund 
Board on December 3, 2025.  The applicant indicated on this form understands they must 
comply with said updated policies and procedures for any grants awarded by the Board. 

 
Program Name: 
 
              
 
Program Type (County, Township, Multi-Township): 
 

              

 
Program Contact Person (Name, Email, Phone): 

              

              

              

 
List of Qualified Township(s) Participating (for County Programs): 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
NOTE: 
If your program would like to apply for multiple properties, a separate application will need to be 
submitted for each property. 
 
Detailed information on evaluation criteria can be found in the updated Policies and 
Procedures recently approved by the Board on 12/03/25.

mailto:krohnj@Michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/ag-preservation-fund
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/ag-preservation-fund
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/ag-preservation-fund


2 

 

 

 
Complete this worksheet and attach the requested information for the subject property: 

 

Total amount of money requested from the Agricultural 
Preservation Fund for subject property: 

 
$ 

Appraised total value of the development rights for the 
land to be encumbered by the easement (please include 

a before-and-after appraisal of the Development Rights 
from the last 24 months): 

 
$ 

The amount of matching funds to be provided as a 
percent of the total estimated value of the development 
rights. (The minimum match must be at least 25% of the 
appraised total value of the development rights. Please 
include letters of commitment and/or grant award 
letters.): 

 
 
  % 

Total number of acres to be encumbered by the 
easement (do not include acreage excluded from the 
easement for future building sites): 

 
 
  Total Acres 

Percentage of agricultural land in the local area (total 
acres of qualified agricultural land [active farmland] in the 
subject property’s township[s], divided by the total acres of 
land in the subject property’s township[s] Please include a 
letter from your assessor[s] certifying this 
calculation.): 

 

 
  % 

Percentage of prime and unique soils and soils of local 
importance in the application (the percentage of tillable land 
area in production in the application that is classified as prime 
and unique or locally significant agricultural land, as defined 
by the USDA-NRCS. Please provide a map of the property 
from the USDA Web Soil Survey ) 

 

 
  % 

Total amount of frontage, measured in feet, along all 
roads adjacent to the subject property: 

 
  Total Feet 

Percentage of Agricultural Land in Production (The 
number of acres of agricultural land in production in an 
application, divided by the number of total acres applied for in 
the application. Please include a detailed aerial map of the 
subject property.) 

 
 
  % 

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx


 

 

Complete this worksheet and attach the requested information for the subject 
property: 

1. Name of landowner(s): 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Matching funds to be provided for the property: 
 

Source(s) of matching funds Amount of match 

 $ 

 $ 

 $ 

Total Match $ 

 
 

3. Number of Splits Reserved:   ___________ 

(any resulting parcel must be a minimum of 40 acres in size) 

 

INCLUDE WITH EACH PROPERTY WORKSHEET: 
 

□ A map showing the location of the property. 
 

□ Legal description of the property. 
 

□ Tax bill(s) and deed(s). 
 

□ Certification that the surface mineral rights are controlled by the landowner (or that 
a third-party holder of the surface mineral rights would consent to subordination of 
those rights to the interest of the conservation easement). 
 

□ A signed option indicating the willingness of the landowner(s) to convey their 
development rights and enter into an agricultural conservation easement jointly 
with the local government and the State of Michigan. 
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