
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Horse Racing Advisory Commission Equine Grant Program 

For Fiscal Year 2026 
 

Purpose: 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in partnership with the Horse 
Racing Advisory Commission (HRAC) is offering this grant opportunity for those in the equine 
industry.  This program, established by the Horse Racing Law of 1995, will assist in the promotion 
of horse racing and equine related support within the state.  Total funding available for this grant 
program is up to $125,000 for fiscal year 2026. 

 

Funding Purpose (from Horse Racing Law of 1995):   

• Promotion and marketing of horse racing 
• Equine-related research 
• Equine-related support and aftercare 
• Other equine-related or horse racing programs 

 

Schedule: 

The grant program will adhere to the following timeline:  
 

Press announcement of grant availability: January 2026 
Grant applications publicly available:    January 2026 
Grant proposals due:     End of February 2026 
JEC review of grant proposals:   March 2026 
HRAC approval of grant proposals:  April 2026 Meeting 
Press announcement of recipients:  April 2026 
Project/program duration:   May 2026 through August 2027 
Interim reports due:    October 5, 2026 
Final reports due:     September 30, 2027 
 
 

Eligibility Requirements: 

• Must be in business for at least 2 years 
• Must submit the previous fiscal year financial statements 
• Must be in good standing with the state 
• Must submit all required reports for grants received in the previous grant cycle by 

deadline indicated in grant agreement 
• Applicant must be owner/operator/authorized agent of the entity seeking the grant 

 

Funding Availability:   



This is a cost reimbursement grant and there are no match requirements.  

 
Reports: 

Interim and final reporting requirements will be identified in the final grant document. 

 
Performance Metric Reporting Requirement: 

A report on the impact resulting from the project will be due after the completion of the grant 
project.  Reporting requirements will be identified in the final grant document. 

 
Procedure for Submission of a Proposal: 
 
Complete the enclosed forms and use the prescribed format below to complete a grant request.  
All grant proposals shall be submitted electronically to the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development as defined in the timeline.  Proposals shall be emailed in a Word or PDF 
format to:  MDARD-Equine@michigan.gov.  

 
Grant Proposal Format: 

1. Complete the provided application form (fillable pdf) per instructions included on the 
form 

2. Ensure all required fields are completed and the application is signed 
3. Verification letter must be included (page 4 of the application) 
4. Attach vendor quotes if able 
5. Letter of recommendation from a commissioner on the Michigan Horse Racing Advisory 

Commission, optional 
 

HRAC may utilize a third party to score grant requests when submitted per the outlined schedule.  
In addition, HRAC will make final determinations on grant awards. 

 
Application Scoring Criteria: 
 

 
Category 

Possible Points 

Relevance to the Michigan Horse Racing Industry:  Does it address an issue 
critical to Michigan horse racing. 

 
30 

Project Purpose: How well is the need defined, how it will be used and the 
level of importance. 

 
15 

Expected Measurable Outcomes: Goals and objectives of the project 
(metrics). 

 
15 

Potential Impact: To equine program and community, and over the next five 
years.  Does it benefit many or just a few? 

 
10 

Work Plan: How will the project be completed and will it meet needs? 10 

mailto:MDARD-Equine@michigan.gov


Budget:  Detail and quality of the budget submitted. 15 
Sustainability: The lasting benefits of the project. 5 
Total 100 

 
 
Emergency Funding 
For unforeseen situations and acts of God, HRAC allocates emergency funding in addition to this 
grant program to support the equine industry.  Additional information on the process for 
emergency funding is forthcoming and will be found on the HRAC website. 
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