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• Program Guidelines Overview

• Application Form Review

• Question & Answer via Chat

Agenda

* Today’s webinar is being recorded.



www.michigan.gov/mdardgrants

-Gi} > Busin ess Deve lopmen t > Grant s & Fund ing Oppo r tu n i t ies 

Current Funding Opportunities 

Sea rch for a fund ing opportunity below. Sign up to receive emai l updates about Michigan agricu lture grants! 
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Description 

The Ag ricu lLural Preservation Fund and associated Ag ricu llura l Preservat ion Fu nd 

Board provides grants to elig ib le loca l un its of governmen t and Lheir qualified 
Pu rchase of Development Righls programs (P DRs) 

Q 

The Michigan Deparlment of Agricu lture and Ru ral Developmen t offers th is gran t 

opportunity to animal shelters for programs that increase ster iliza t ion rates among 
dogs and caLs pr ior to adoption, provide anti-c ruelty tra in ing for animal law 

enforcement agencies, offer proper animal ca re p rog rams, and assist shellers w it h t he 
unreimbursed costs o f ca re for an imals involved in law v io lat ions. 

The M DARD Ag ricu lture Development Div ision provides g rant opportun it ies to 

p romote t he sustainability of land-based industries and suppor t infrast ruc ture that 
benefits rural commun it ies. 



Rural Development Fund Grant 
Website

Overview 

The Mich igan Department of Ag ri cu lt ure and Ru ra l Development prov ides g rant opportunit ies o prom ote t he sust ainab ilit y of land-based 

indus ries and support infras ructure h at bene its ru ra l com m u ni ies. 

Learn about t he Michigan Rura l Development Fu nd Board 

Grant Prog1ram Status 

The 2025 Grant cycle Request w ill open on October 10, 2024. A ll applications m ust be submitted on the new MiAgGrants site u nder 

a Cit izen or Business Account . Fin d support and learn more about t he MiAgGrant s and MiLog in part ne rsh iP-. 

2025, R'ural Devel,opment Fund Grant ApphcaHons 

Citi zen Account: An indiv idual using State of Michigan on line services fo r their own persona l t ransact ion. Learn how t o c reat e a MiLog in 

Cit izen Account (PDFJ. 

Business Account: A, indiv idual using State of Michigan on line services on behalf of a business, o rga , ization, o r corpora t ion. 

c; rant Documents 

2025 Rura l Deve lopm ent Fund Grant Gu idelines 

Rura l Deve loQm ent Fu nd Fact Sheet 



Grant Timeline

Re lease Req est fo r Proposals 

Info rmational Web inar Presentat ion 

Info rmational Web inar Record ing 

Proposa ls Due 

JIEC 

Eva I u at i on Meeting 

Awa1rd 

Ann o nee Aw ard Fun ing 

Octobe '10 , 2024 

Octobe 24, 2024 at 1o~ooam EST 

Decem ber 5 2024 at 5p 11 EST 

January 2025 

Apri l 2025 



Rural Development Eligible Counties

Eligible Counties Map 

LEGEND 

■ Priority County 

■ Eligible 

□ Ineligible 



Land Based 
Industries



Eligible 
Entities & 
Project 
Types

Funding will be focused on the following types of projects in rural areas:
• Infrastructure Development

o Examples of projects could be roadways, bridges, renewable energy, wastewater, rural housing, 
broadband, etc.

• Rural Capacity Building
o Examples of projects include museums, local and regional tourism campaigns, technical 

assistance programs, shared service models, feasibility studies, etc.
• Business Development

o Examples for projects include business expansion ensuring long-term creation or retention of 
jobs with a strong local and/or regional impact.

• Talent Development and Training
o Examples of projects include local and regional workforce development programs, workforce 

training, rural housing projects, childcare, etc.

• Individuals 

• Organizations 

• Businesses 

• Local units of government 
Includes county, city, township, vil lage, school district; any authority composed of count ies, 
cities, townships, villages and school districts; or combination of these entities. 

• Federally-recognized tribes 

• Educational institutions 



• $100,000 maximum request
• 30% match required
• Project and Applicant need to be from an eligible county
• One application per applicant
• Requires three letters of support

Grant Criteria



• Project & Expenses cannot begin before the grant term.
• Equipment only downpayments and purchases are allowed after 

October 10, 2024.  (equipment $5,000 or more per item)
• Plan of Work and Budget should align.

Application Recommendations



• www.michigan.gov/miaggrants

• Technical and Resource Support Page at MDARD -
MiAgGrants Grant Management System 
(michigan.gov)

• KhanM16@michigan.gov 

Application – MiAgGrants Demo

http://www.michigan.gov/miaggrants
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/business-development/grantfund/miaggrants
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/business-development/grantfund/miaggrants
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/business-development/grantfund/miaggrants
mailto:KhanM16@michigan.gov


Items needed for reporting:
• Routine Report Updated
• Invoice to MDARD for expenses
• Completed Financial Reporting
• All supporting financials

o Financials - proof of payments 
such as, receipts, invoices with 
zero balance, and canceled 
checks

o Salary documentation may be 
from payroll software center or 
timesheets w/supervisor 
signature

• Final Site Visit

Grants are 
Cost-
Reimbursement



• Competitive Review
• JEC – scoring and review meeting
• Scoring Based off a 100- point scale

• A well-defined and focused project – 15 points
• Overall impact of the project on the food and agriculture industry in the state of 

Michigan. Product sourced ad produced in Michigan and capacity building/grower 
connection/increase in supply of locally available products – 20 points

• Measurable outcomes – 15 points
• Strong budget, expenditures correlate with the work plan and scope of the project – 15 

points
• The amount of match provided – 10 points
• Does the plan of work contain appropriate activities for the project and are they 

detailed to show how the objectives will be met in a timely manner – 15 points
• The sustainability of the project, the near-term and long-term impact, including jobs 

and investment in Michigan – 3 required support letters – 10 points
• Priority – Marquette County – 10 points

Application Review Process



Email:
mda-grants@michigan.gov

Thank you!
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