
REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE 

 
 

Regenerative agriculture cover crops 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s (MDARD) Regenerative Agriculture 
Program is building a more resilient agriculture sector by helping farmers adopt practices that improve 
soil health, boost proftability and enhance resiliency. 

Why Regenerative? 
Managing your operation using regenerative practices can deliver: 

Reduced input costs Higher-valued products Better work-life balance 

Improved animal and Healthier soil with balanced 
plant health nutrient availability and 

water management 

Rather than a rigid set of rules, these principles are a fexible framework that empower farmers to im-
prove economic and environmental outcomes through methods that suit their unique goals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By adopting regenerative agricultural practices, farmers and landowners can be proftable while 
restoring soil health, safeguarding our natural resources, and ensuring that their farms can be passed 
on to future generations. 

MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include: 

Learning and 
understanding the 
context of a farm 
operation 

Maximizing diversity 

Maintaining living 
roots year-round 

Minimizing soil 
disturbance 

Keeping soil covered Integrating livestock 
and increasing 
biodiversity 

What is MDARD doing? 
MDARD often hears from farmers who are looking to boost proftability, diversify their operations, and 
grow their farms. Thanks to Gov. Whitmer’s bipartisan Fiscal Year 2024 budget, the Department 
created the Regenerative Agriculture Program to better meet farmers’ needs and goals. In 2025, the 
program will expand to ofer market development opportunities in addition to education around 
regenerative agriculture practices that can be scaled to ft each farm’s needs. 

MDARD is committed to helping farmers succeed and this approach to land management is a tool that 
can lead to better outcomes for the industry across Michigan. 

For more information, visit MDARD’s regenerative agriculture website and sign up to receive email updates 
about what MDARD is doing to support regenerative agriculture in Michigan. 
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