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Local Preservation Program Qualifcations 
Request Form 

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program 
Checklist 

INTRODUCTION 

The following is a list of requirements for local Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Programs 
to become qualified to apply for Agricultural Preservation Fund Board grants. Please read the 
qualifications and program requirements, and attach all the required elements indicated in the 
checklist.

QUALIFICATION 

MDARD will qualify a local program as meeting the requirements when all program elements are 
submitted and reviewed. If all program elements are submitted and meet the requirements of the 
Agricultural Preservation Fund Board, you will receive a letter indicating that your local program and 
those units of government who have met the requirements to participate in the local program are 
qualified. MDARD will not qualify partial programs. Updates to individual program elements will only be 
considered after a local program has been fully qualified.
MDARD can accept the qualification information for individual units of government, or multiple units of 
government requesting to be qualified as one local program. Multiple units of government requesting 
to be qualified as one local program must all individually provide the information requested in the 
checklist in order qualify as a single local program.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

The Board has adopted policies and procedures for the grant application and scoring process 
(including scoring criteria). See www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/ag-preservation-fund for 
more information. Grants will be considered by the Board based on points awarded by a joint review 
committee. All local PDR Programs must include the items below in their local scoring system and 
selection process. 

»  Farmland that has a productive capacity suited to produce feed, food, and fiber.
»  Farmland that would complement and is part of a documented, long-range effort or plan for land preservation by 

the local unit of government in which the farmland is located.
»  Farmland that is located within an area that complements other land protection efforts by creating a block of 

farmland that is subject to an agricultural conservation easement under this part or part 361, or a development 
rights agreement under part 361, or in which development rights have been acquired under part 361. 

»  Farmland in which a greater portion of matching funds or a larger percentage of the agricultural conservation 
easement value is provided by a local unit of government or sources other than the fund. 

»  Farmland that will help to enhance other local open space initiatives in the community such as connecting 
an open space or wildlife habitat corridor, or in preserving unique habitats/natural features that benefit local 
conservation efforts. This provision is not in statute but was adopted by the Board.

CHECKLIST CONTINUES ON PAGE 2 

www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/ag-preservation-fund
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Local Preservation Program Qualifcations
Request Form 

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program 
Checklist 

CHECKLIST 

Please attach copies of the following program requirements.
  Local PDR Program Qualification

1.  A cover letter with the contact information for the local PDR Program. 
a. Include name, address, and phone number for contact information. 

2. A copy of the Purchase of Development Rights Ordinance, including the application procedure 
and the method to determine the value of development rights. 

3. The local Scoring System that will be used to determine priority parcels. 
4. Plan for monitoring and easement maintenance.

  Government Units Participating in a Local Program 
1.  

Resolutions from the participating units of government stating their intent to participate in the 
local program. 

A cover letter with the contact information for the unit of government. 
a. Include name, address, and phone number for contact information. 

2. A copy of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for participating units of government with zoning 
authority and a letter from the local PDR Program board indicating the comprehensive plan is 
consistent with the goals of the local PDR Program. 

3. The comprehensive land use plan has been adopted within the last 10 years and reviewed 
and/or updated within the last 5 years. 

4. The comprehensive land use plan of the applying entity contains an agricultural preservation 
component, consisting of: 
a. A future land use map indicating the areas intended for agricultural preservation. 
b. Text describing the strategies intended to be used in order to preserve the agricultural land, 

including Purchase of Development Rights (PDR), and other techniques. 
c. Language indicating why farmland should be preserved in the community (cost of services 

studies, economic benefit to the community, etc.)
d. A description of how and why the preservation area was selected. 

5. 

Please complete and return with all required documentation to: 

Mailing Address: 
MDARD FARMLAND AND OPEN SPACE 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
P.O. BOX 30449 
LANSING, MI 48909 

Email: MDARD-PA116@Michigan.gov 
Phone: 517-284-5663 
Fax: 517-335-3131 

mailto:MDARD-PA116@Michigan.gov
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