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Dear Dairy Producer,

As you are well aware, the dairy industry has experienced an incredibly challenging year with the
novel form of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) impacting lactating dairy cattle for the
first time. The disease has been found on 30 dairy farms in Michigan, with six Michigan
farmworkers contracting the virus. The virus has adversely affected dairies while devastating the
commercial poultry operations it has infected.

Since April, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has confirmed 55 human H5 Bird
Flu cases, 32 associated with cattle exposure, 21 with poultry, and two with unknown exposure
sources. Research into farm worker cases has found as many as 7% of workers exposed to HPAI-
infected cattle have contracted the virus, many without any illness symptoms. This virus
continues to spread on farms, now in over 600 dairies across the country, including some that
have shown no signs of illness. A different strain of the H5N1 virus has also been confirmed in a
pig in Oregon. This virus has and will continue to mutate, including possibly picking up features
of other influenza viruses. The likelihood of this increases with the virus infecting people and
swine, not just dairy cattle and birds. Mutated forms of the virus may develop the ability to
rapidly spread between people and cause more serious disease, significantly threatening human
health. From conversations with so many of you, | know human health and the safety of you, your
family, and your staff remains your highest priority.

As a result of the expanding scope of HPAI, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
is directing nation-wide, mandated testing of milk from dairy farms. This testing will involve bulk

tanks at the farm level, milk silos at processing plants, or some combination of the two in all
states across the country to understand the prevalence of the virus in America’s dairy herd. The
testing plan submitted to the USDA for Michigan has been developed in partnership between
MDARD and the industry. Testing labs and milk cooperatives have been working with us to utilize
samples already being collected, which means the sampling process should have minimal
impact to your dairy. Samplingis expected to begin on December 1%, in line with USDA’s intent
to begin testing within the calendar year. Should you have questions about the specific
processes and protocols, please contact your dairy cooperative or MDARD dairy inspector. More
information on what happens if a herd is found positive for HPAl is included in this packet.
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Since the early days of the outbreak, my team and | have met weekly with dairy cooperative
leadership. This level of communication has helped foster a coordinated response in the state,
an effort that has been recognized nationally. In Michigan, we’ve seen a comparatively slower
spread of the virus on dairy farms than many other hard-hit states. This is due in large part to
precautionary measures you have taken, including but not limited to establishing lines of
separation, cleaning practices, your reviews of the Secure Milk Supply Plan
https://securemilksupply.org, and your increased focus on biosecurity in all parts of your
operation.

Your commitment to continued implementation of biosecurity practices is one of the most
important actions you can take to reduce your herd’s risk of being infected or spreading the virus.
At MDARD, we will continue to work closely with industry partners, USDA, the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and researchers to coordinate next steps as our state and the country move
into the next phase of the new realities that this virus represents.

In the face of one of the most significant challenges your industry has experienced in decades, |
am humbled by your commitment to address the seriousness of this outbreak as individual
dairies, as cooperatives, and as an industry. Your businesses are deeply intertwined in every one
of Michigan’s 83 counties and beyond, representing the heart and soul of so many of our rural
communities. Our collective and intentional efforts, together, will certainly position your
business and Michigan’s dairy sector to succeed.

Sincerely,
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Tim Boring
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