
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Surveillance Program Producer Guidelines 
for 

  Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detection 
 
Michigan dairy farm milk samples collected for USDA’s national testing program will be 
screened using the AIV Matrix test at the MSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL).  
Negative test results will be transmitted to producers directly from the MSU VDL lab via email 
(preferred) or US Mail. Samples that detect the presence of HPAI following MSU VDL screening 
will be sent to USDA’s National Veterinary Surveillance Laboratory (NVSL) for confirmatory 
testing.  If the presence of HPAI is confirmed at NVSL, the results will be communicated to 
producers by MDARD staff.  
 
Movement restrictions will be implemented to contain the virus on farms that have 
confirmed positive test results.  
 
Dairy farms with confirmed positive test results will be placed under quarantine by 
MDARD, subject to the following provisions: 
 

• Lactating dairy cattle may only move direct-to-slaughter. 
• All non-lactating classes of cattle will require a movement permit for any movement 

within the state of Michigan. Instructions for obtaining a permit will be written in the 
quarantine document.  

• All animals and animal carcasses must be moved only in clean and disinfected trucks 
and trailers. 

• All dead animals leaving the facility must move directly to a landfill or rendering plant 
without stopping. On-site burial or composting remains permissible, in accordance with 
the MDARD’s Bodies of Dead Animals (BODA) and EGLE requirements. MDARD - 
Disposal of Dead Animals  

• Waste milk and colostrum from lactating cows displaying clinical symptoms must be 
disposed of in accordance with USDA recommendations and guidelines. 
recommendations-hpai-livestock.pdf  

• Farms with calves will be required to feed animals with milk replacer, pasteurized 
colostrum, or pasteurized milk. 

• A plan for enhanced biosecurity will be reviewed with the dairy farm for 
implementation. 
 

Quarantine release will be achieved with enrollment in and obtaining a “monitored 
unaffected” status through the USDA Dairy Herd Status Program Dairy Herd Status 
Program | Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

 
  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdard
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/animals/disposal
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/animals/disposal
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/recommendations-hpai-livestock.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock/dairy-herd-status-program
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock/dairy-herd-status-program


In addition to quarantine movement restrictions, farms can expect: 
 
MDARD and/or USDA will work with the owner to complete an epidemiologic questionnaire to 
understand how the disease may have entered the farm and address any specific risks 
identified. 
 
Public health officials will be notified of the HPAI findings and will contact the farm to develop 
employee health monitoring as appropriate and to offer training on Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) usage.  
 
Dairy farms with confirmed positive test results may qualify for financial support from milk loss 
through USDA’s Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) program Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) | Farm Service Agency , 
administered through the Farm Service Agency. Additional financial support Financial 
Assistance | Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is available through USDA for 
implementation of enhanced biosecurity, costs associated with Influenza A testing, veterinary 
expenses, personal protective equipment purchases, and milk disposal. MDARD/USDA are 
available to provide enrollment assistance to impacted farms.  
 
Producers should limit visitors to the dairy farm and will be encouraged to share their farm 
status with anyone who visits the farm and who might be visiting other dairies, such as but not 
limited to milk haulers, cooperative service people, veterinarian, etc. 

 
Farms may be contacted by USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Wildlife 
Services to determine avian and wildlife presence, activity, and health status.  
 
Further opportunities for research participation may be possible, including investigations into the 
transmission of HPAI between and among cattle, wildlife, poultry, cats, and people.   
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock/financial-assistance
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock/financial-assistance

