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MDARD’S PROPOSED EXTERIOR FIREWOOD QUARANTINE 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Updated January 12, 2026 

 
Q: What is the proposed exterior firewood quarantine? 
 
A: The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) is 
proposing an exterior quarantine on firewood. The proposed quarantine would restrict 
the movement of firewood originating from outside the state to help prevent the 
introduction and spread of over 140 plant pests and diseases that can hitch a ride on 
untreated firewood, including Asian longhorned beetle, oak wilt, beech bark disease, 
and spotted lanternfly. These pests pose a serious threat to Michigan’s forests and our 
agriculture and tourism industries.   
 
Q: Why is MDARD doing this? 
 
A: The movement of untreated firewood is one of the leading causes of new infestations 
of invasive forest pests. Unlike nursery stock and other high-risk commodities, firewood 
is not routinely inspected, making it a significant pathway for pest introduction. Once 
established, these pests are difficult and costly to eradicate, often resulting in long-term 
economic and environmental damage.  
 
Michigan’s forests and natural resources are vital to the state’s economy and quality of 
life. This proposed quarantine aims to reduce the risk of pest introduction by regulating 
the movement of firewood into Michigan, requiring treatment and certification for 
firewood entering the state, and establishing clear compliance and enforcement 
measures.  
 
Q: What would the quarantine do? 
 
A: The proposed Exterior Firewood Quarantine would regulate the movement of 
firewood into Michigan to prevent the introduction and spread of over 140 plant pests 
and diseases. Here's what it includes:  
 
Regulated Articles: All firewood from outside Michigan, regardless of species or 
origin.  
 
Exemptions:  

• Kiln-dried dimensional lumber  
• Wood chips no larger than 1 inch in two dimensions  
• Logs or wood destined for immediate processing at:  

o Sawmills  
o Veneer mills  
o Pulp/paper mills  
o Pellet manufacturers  
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o Power plants  
o Composite wood facilities  

• Wood already processed into the above products before entering Michigan  
  
Treatment Requirements: Firewood entering Michigan must be:  

• Heat-treated to a core temperature of 60°C (140°F) for 60 minutes, or  
• Treated using other approved methods (e.g., steam, microwave, dielectric heat)  

 
Certification Requirements: All treated firewood must be accompanied by a certificate 
from an authorized agricultural official verifying treatment and origin.  
 
Recordkeeping: Anyone receiving firewood from out-of-state must keep shipping and 
treatment records for 36 months.  
 
What’s Not Included: This quarantine does not apply to fuelwood, which is:  

• Locally sourced  
• Downed wood  
• Used for personal home use  
• Not intended for resale  
• For more on fuelwood, visit the Michigan DNR Fuelwood Page  

 
Q: When will the proposed quarantine go into effect? 
 
A: The proposed quarantine must go through a public comment period before it can be 
approved and implemented. MDARD is asking stakeholders to submit comments on the 
proposed quarantine by 11:59 PM EST Monday, February 9, 2026.  
 
Q: What is the deadline to comment on the proposed quarantine? 
 
A: Stakeholders have until Monday, February 9, 2026, at 11:59 PM EST to submit 
comments via MDARD’s online survey for the proposed exterior firewood quarantine. 
 
Q: Where can I read a copy of the proposed quarantine order? 
 
A: The proposed quarantine order is available for review on MDARD’s quarantine web 
page.  
 
Q: Can I still buy wood at the roadside? 
 
A: Yes, it’s recommended that when purchasing firewood, look for a federal stamp or 
seal on the package signifying that the wood is certified, heat treated wood. 
 
If certified wood is not available, buy firewood at or near where you will burn it. Ask the 
vendor if the wood was sourced locally. A good rule of thumb is to purchase wood cut 
from within 50 miles of where it will be burned. This limits the movement of invasive 
pests and tree diseases that travel on and in firewood. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/forestry/fuelwood
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0c8YV5zjfwNBqEZrPtgU4zVUQkxXUDJOWjhOVkVGQVkzMllDSjE4SlVVVi4u
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/-/media/Project/Websites/mdard/documents/pesticide-plant-pest/planthealth/DRAFT-Exterior-Firewood-Quarantine.pdf?rev=827743d02fa34db587a65e45927e70c8&hash=1395769302A1F41AEC6599FA880D886D
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/-/media/Project/Websites/mdard/documents/pesticide-plant-pest/planthealth/DRAFT-Exterior-Firewood-Quarantine.pdf?rev=827743d02fa34db587a65e45927e70c8&hash=1395769302A1F41AEC6599FA880D886D
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Q: If this quarantine is implemented, where should I purchase my firewood? 
 
A: Here are some safe options for purchasing firewood: 
 

• Buy firewood at or near where you will burn it – a good rule of thumb is to only 
use wood that was cut within 50 miles of where you’ll have your fire. Many 
campgrounds have wood for sale on site. 

 
• Certified, heat-treated firewood is safe to move long distances. Look for a federal 

stamp or seal on the package and keep the firewood in the original packaging if 
your destination requires certified, heat-treated wood. 

 
• If you buy firewood and don’t burn it all, don’t bring it home or to your next 

destination. 
 
Q: Where should I report invasive pests found on firewood? 
 
A: Please report any suspected invasive pests from firewood to MDARD at MDARD-
InvasiveSpecies@michigan.gov. Please include a picture and the area where the pest 
was found.  
 
Q: What is the penalty if the quarantine is enacted? 
 
A: Penalties for knowingly violating the quarantine can include fines of $1,000 or more. 
More information is available in Section 23 of Public Act No. 189, P.A. of 1931, as 
amended.  
 
Q: Will this increase the price of firewood? 
 
A: MDARD does not set a price for firewood sale. Individual firms or retailers set a price 
for their firewood.  
 
Q: What else is the State of Michigan doing to control the spread of invasive tree 
pests and diseases?  
 
Michigan's Invasive Species Program, cooperatively implemented by the Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy; the Department of Natural Resources; and the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, collaborates with local cooperative 
invasive species management areas (CISMAs), universities and other partners to detect 
and control high-priority invasive tree pests and diseases.  
 
Over the last decade, the program has protected Michigan’s forests and urban 
landscapes by treating over 100,000 trees to prevent hemlock woolly adelgid, detecting 
and removing pockets of oak wilt across the state to prevent spread, working with 
landowners to remove trees infested with balsam woolly adelgid and collaborating to 
find solutions for beech leaf disease, spotted lanternfly and other harmful pests.  

mailto:MDARD-InvasiveSpecies@michigan.gov
mailto:MDARD-InvasiveSpecies@michigan.gov
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Costly management efforts can be avoided if damaging species are prevented from 
entering and moving around the state, but everyone’s help is needed. Preventing the 
movement of firewood can significantly reduce the introduction and spread of these and 
other harmful species. 
 
Q: Who can I contact for more information about the proposed quarantine? 
 
A: For more information, please visit MDARD’s invasive plants web page or contact the 
MDARD Call Center at 800-292-3939. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/plant-pest/plant-health/invasive-species
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