CHRISTMAS TREE PEST OF CONCERN

Balsam Wooly Adelgid
(Adelges piceae)

Balsam woolly adelgid is a sap-feeding insect that attacks true fir trees (Abies spp), including balsam
fir, concolor fir, white fir, Fraser fir, Canaan fir, noble fir, grand fir, etc. Repeated attacks weaken trees,
cause twig gouting, kill branches and, eventually, tree death. There are nearly 1.9 billion native balsam
fir trees in Michigan’s forests. As the third largest Christmas tree-growing state in the country, Michigan
produces nearly 13.5 million fir trees each year.

Why it matters for Michigan Christmas tree growers?

Michigan has both an exterior and an interior quarantine in place to prevent the spread of the harmful
balsam woolly adelgid. The exterior quarantine prohibits the movement of true firs (Abies spp.) including
nursery stock, into the state without proper certification. The interior quarantine, effective since 2024,
targets infestations in Missaukee, Clare, and Osceola counties and restricts the movement of fir materials
out of those zones unless they qualify for exemptions, such as Christmas trees, wreaths, and grave
blankets moved November 15 and March 15, or are accompanied by a compliance agreement.

Identification:

« Tiny 1-2 mm white woolly tufts on the lower trunk of the tree and branches.
« Swelling and distortion of the twigs, commonly called “gouting”.

« Flagging - a branch or branches that turn brick-red.

« Tree crowns that become narrow and misshapen with few needles.

Tiny white, cottony tufts on the trunk of an infested tree.
Photo courtesy of Jerald E. Dewey, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Protecting Michigan’s natural and agricultural resources is a priority for the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and by working with
MDARD, growers can help prevent inadvertently spreading this pest.
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