CHRISTMAS TREE PEST OF CONCERN

Elongate Hemlock Scale
(Fiorinia externa)

Elongate hemlock scale is a sap sucking insect that damages needles on trees it feeds from. It prefers
hemlock, but will also feed on spruce, firs and pine. sucks sap from tree needles. Elongate hemlock
scale can slow the growth of young trees and may cause damage to needles making them shorter,
grayish or yellow. This damage to Christmas trees may cause them to be unsaleable.

Why it matters for Michigan Christmas tree growers?

On July 1, 2023, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection issued an
exterior quarantine to prevent the introduction of elongate hemlock scale. Any Michigan business that
ships Christmas trees, nursery stock, branches, wreaths, or other greenery into Wisconsin must comply
with this quarantine.

Identification:

« Found on lower branches and new cones.
« The female is 1.5mm long and has a light yellow-brown, orangish waxy coating.
« The male has a white, waxy coating and is smaller than the female.
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Elongate hemlock scale and damage. Photo credits: Egg photo, Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources; adult male photo,
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture; and crawler
photo, Eric. R. Day, Virginia Polytechnic Institute.
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Protecting Michigan’s natural and agricultural resources is a priority for the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and by working with
MDARD, growers can help prevent inadvertently spreading this pest.
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